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OR: the: greater: ban e r 
KL humous publications ſome apo- N . 5 
togy is due as well to the mem 
of the Author: as to the judgment 
of the Reader. That the following 
Diſcourſes are not compoſed. with 
all veg: accuracy Which, had they 
prepared dy theis Author for 
A ag to expect, is readily acknow- 
ledged; but although, in the opinion - _ 
of thoſe who have ſeen them, they 
are not without merit, they are not 
siven to the world with the view 
of eſtabliſhing a literary reputation, 
but wich the hope that they * . 
n nobler purpoſe. Jad 
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every period of his life far removed 
from affſuence, but he vas never 
heard to regret on his own account 
ſzs narrowneſs'of his fortune. Ts. - 0 
bis family, however, he felt what he 
felt not for him and the proſpect 
of the circumſtances in which, on his 


deathbed, he ſaw them about to be 
left, gave his heart many a painful 


pang. I theſe circumſtances ſhall 
be rendered in any degree more eaſy 
=; by: the ſale of the Volume which is 
now offered to the Public, no inju- 

f ry will be done to the memory of 


a man, who, to ſerve: a benevolent 


. purpoſe, would at any time have ſa - 
_ erificed all pretenſions to fame as an 
Author; and to thoſe readers who 

* chat ee of heart 
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Which fo ſtrongly marked his cha- 
rater, any apology for à work pub- 
liſhed with ſuch a view is ſurely 
unneceſſary : by ſuch men the fol- 
+ Towing Diſcourſes, were they much 
leſs accurate than they are, would 
be r with je Ws and, 
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to have bread in another ſeaſon; they plant 


ider nat at what expence of integrity; 


9 
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cee. Ser r. | 


| 8 „ 
5 men in the buſineſs of life, nothing can 


exceed the attention they give and the aſſi- 


_ duity they employ. Seriouſneſs dwells 


on every brow, and anxious concern fixes 


every eye; the field is filled with labourers, 


and the ſtreets are crow ded with buſy people: 


. they confine not their views to the pre- | 
ſent, but anticipate, in proſpect, the enjoy- 


ment of future years: they ſow the grain 


the tree which, after many years, is to yield 
them fruit; in winter they think of ſum- 
mer, and in ſummer they prepare defence 


| againſt the cold of winter; all are flying 
from poverty as the greateſt evil, and pur- 


ſuing wealth as the only good: they pro- 


if they can leave them affluent, they 


them only be rich above others, though 
their wealth ſhould de the ſpoil af the wi- 
—— de rat 
Es Df n pgs! 
12 Eq: If 


bs — * 


6 along with this life;/ death put a tos 
of u i540 our exiſtence, ſome plauſible 
arguments might be offered in ſupport of 
this general and eager attachment to the 
eaſe and convenience of the preſent ſtate t 
but ſince the light of nature diſcovers to 
every unprejudiced ohſerver, what Divine 
revelation confirms; ſince it is impoſſible 
to attend to the operations of of n 
minds without being convinced that"they. 
are effecled by an immaterial ſentient prin- 
ciple, which the deſtruction of our bodily 
organs cannot affect, and which muſt con- | 
ſequently exiſt independent of them; it 
ſurely ener elaine 
_ tively what revelation teaches, and endea- 
2 to ſecure the happineſs of an eternal, 
to an uncertain, e 
— of being, - 

If chen there is any truth . 
in what we hear, and in what we preach; 
if chere is any truth in what our fathers 
have believed, in what the prophets de- 
clared, and the apoſtles taught, at the ex- 
pence af the greateſt ſufferings, and even 

ret 17! 8 of 


2 e e Salvation,” Gerz. 
of life ire, ve ſurely ought to act in a 
very diſſerent manner, and this world 
ſhould neither poſſeſs che firſt nor the ſo- 
cond place in our Ros A e r 


: tion. 17 1 e | ve } ib * 


Ix is a principle of oem on Rem 

thoſe to whom much is given, much will 
de required: —an awful conſideration, and 
of che greateſt concern to us. Has Goo 
mereifuny done ſo much to procure our 
falvation and happineſs, and can we deſpiſe 

it and be guiltleſs ? Has he fo clearly diſ- 
covered our duty to us, and can we be 
inactive with impunity? Has he iv plainly 
pointed out che road to felicity, and can 
we purſue the oppoſite tract and not fall 
into perdition? In ſhort, are our lives Tike 
the pofpe}; or does the goſpeLy 
lives? Both reaſon” and rev 
the important queſtion, © How ſhall we 
en if we neglect fo great ſal vation? 

* 5 beg your attention, "white 1 

confidergo 1 0070050 7 10 09798, lad 27 
1. — of this ſalvation- 
4 1. hat manner we neglect it. 120 
00 5 9 III. How | 


a dt and Danger of megleBing i. 21. 
III. How inexcylable. this ange 
. ders us. 10 in 102 195361: 2117 10 71} 267 | 
del hes 555 Sit. 10 vaittlilods: 17 
In then, In e e fuller view 

of the great advantages flowing from he 
avxenly doctrines. publiſhed by aur Great 
Deliverer, it may not be amiſs do take a 
ſhort view of the ſtate of the world, in re- 
gard to religion and morals, hen entirely 
deſtitute of revelation; more eſpecially as, 
even in our enlightened age, there are not 
wanting men, who with the utmoſt arro- 
gance give the preference to thoſe times, 
and maintain that che light of nature is 
ſufficient-to/ anſwer all our moſt valuable 
purpoſes, whether ſpiritual or temporal. 
They overpower weak minds with a ſhow 
of wiſdom; warped words and confuſed 
thoughts appear in the ſhape of arguments: 
but their doctrines, if thoroughly exa- 
mined; will be found. to give che greateſt 
encouragement to profanity and vice; they 
make the gloom of infidelity paſt for deep 
thinking, and the ſeriouſneſs een is 
avcounted weakneſs...! ter 30 18 

But let us aſk thoſe great — of 

B 3 the 


— — —ů —— —— — — 


ſuch happy times? and 


22 — Ser. 1. 
eee ee eee G . 


accrue from the ſucceſs of their plan and 


the aboliſhing of Chriſtianity ? and what 


| Hoult we gain by returning to che ſtate 


of nature ? They ſay, that our minds would 
be fres from prejuice;” thar no idle feu 
would diſturd ouf judgment; and chat we 


mould be led to the beſt virtues by un- 


perverted reaſon, and an unbounded free - 
dom of inquiry. But were thoſe really 
and were the men of 
thoſe ages ſo very good? Hiſtory ſays other- 
wiſe: She calls them the children of ra- 
pine, and the ſons of ſlaughter; ſhe ſays, 


exery mats hand was againſt his neigh- 


bour, and his neighbour's againſt him: 
ſtrength ſat in the ſeat of juſtice, innocence 
gained no protection, and murder was the 


ſport of their ſtreets: Charity was unknown; 


and the tender feelings for a ſtranger s wo 
had na place in cheir hearts: Ne ſympa- 


chiſing breaſt hea ved reſponſive to the wi- 

dow's figh; and the fatherleſs child in vain 

. ſtretched out its hand for guidance and 
protection. A man lay down to ſleep, and 
U eerst aun e $17 27 
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ſnate ſurrounded lis bed, and a ſword 
baunted his ſlumbers. Such were the mo- 
rala of the days of ignorance... And what 
5 vas their religion? Let one inſtanceanſwer 

for the whole. They offered human ſacri- 
fices. The parent or the child was brought 
to the altar, and the knife of ſuperſtition 
was dyed in his warmeſt blood. They 
imagined the delight of their gods was in 
the ſtream of life which run from their 
en eee oy abomtinablond-fa- | 

atria ta 
| curity will the patrons of the light of na- 
ture give us, that if we renounce the go- 
ſay they, we ſhall not return to ſuch bar- 
we to imagine that we ſhould be ſo wiſe 
as the learned of antiquity? And even they | 
_ worſhipped the worſt of men; they wor⸗ 
ſhipped the diſeaſes of the body, the foul 
A | 4. - „ 


7 * 


. 
* 
* 
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N defired.6f themind, the fatabpetiilnce; and 
the; furies of bell. And bad w ranked 


ſuperſtitian which overſpread the whole 
earth? What ſect of philoſophers could we. 
have joined that vert not fauley ? and by 


whoſe tenets could we have regulated our 


conduct, that were not-palpably etrocieaus? 


Iz it poſſible that we can tlünk ſa meanbhy 
- of-cithers; and ſa highly oſ durſabrea, as to 


imagine that we are ſo much wiſer and 

better than all the former generations; and 

that by the ſtrength of our own-reaſon; un- 
aſſiſted by revelation, ME; thould--be able 


| om blutdaek and meakacks 2510 HH 51145 
Baut let us come nearet aur gn times, 
and aſk what is che caſe ob thaſa who are 
Without the goſpel ' Turn y dur gyies to 
where che grand impoſtor Mahomet planted 
ee oh, «FF Wy his 


his religion with the point; of his ford; 
What is to be ſeen there? Sercers polluted 
with human blood, While ſire and deſtruc- 
tion rage on every hand. A voice from 


the ptophet ran with che blood of men., A 
ſer of people, maddening with rage, driven 
by ſuperſüition and allured by « paradiſe 
of ſaul delightz, ruſh on for che ruin of 
tbrin follom creatures, and in a ſhort time 
put u great part of che world in 4 blaze. 

and how many tribes of Heathen ſtill 
exiſt in che. world; how: great the igus 


the earth! What ſhocking and indecenr 
rites of religion; hat ſa vage tempers and 
_ crooked motals diſgrace che human unen- 


Gracious Gol is it for any of theſe we 
Hall erchange the religion of CRT Shall 


the pupils of the fiends of darkneſ?: For- 
bid it, O thou Preſer vor af men No 


brethren, let us rejoice in — 


111: 83 


. 


Seri 1 aud Danger of rngleSing it. uy 


rarice/ which: blinds che eyes of esch ho 
many do not much furpaſa the beaſts of 


lightened mind? 1 nirglas lo vides t 


we forfake the holy Apoſtles, amd became = 


8 


| Great of Salvation, ger. 

Almighty, let us adore the condeſcending 
goodneſs of the Supreme Ruler of Heaven 
and earth in communicating his will to us, 
3 Es 
bay ind ee beige chat er 

peared in the world. A religion reaſon- 
able in itſelf; fraught with principles fic 
for enlarging our faculties, and enlighten» 
ing our minds; affording che juſteſt rules 
for the regulation of our conduct, and the 
moſt — m 
—————— 

in our view the moſt dreadful puniſhments 

in tere mpegs! alluring mY 


g 8 Js out nt 
is capable of enjoying. What an invaluable 


privilege to be the diſciples of ſuch an ex- 


| | : cellent inſtitution ;/ co have the i 7 Hit le 
oraclesofthe Fountainof truth forourguid 
to be taught by Gop hi imſelf, and recei ve 
both inſtruction and example from the 
vleſſed Iοjẽ,o ,‚, 5 od nn o6l nord bd 


Such 


_ -  Sath"are'the glorious beams of eterhal 
truth which have illuminated our bnce 
benighted world; ſuck the ſaving know- 
ledge which has entered your houſes und 
mine.” No more bewildered” with the un- 
ſatisfactory and idle ſehemes of human | 
philoſophy, -we ſee''God creating the 1154 
univerſe, his almighty power ſupporting | 
the ſtupendous whisle; and his infinite 
wiſdom regulating and directing all ite 
motions: che fun knows his feaſdnsf and 
the moon obſerves her appointed times: 
behold, the ſtorms are let looſe, the winds 
ſeep along, the rains beat, the thunder 
roars, and the lighting flaſhes; yet at his 
voice they are ſtill,” Equally under his con- 
troul are the actions of his rational erea- 
tures; the wicked imagine vain things, 
but he bringeth their counſels to ndughe: 
in ſhort, we know that Junrovan reigns, 
therefore we will rejoice; we ſhall not 
be afraid of the terror by night, nor for 
the arrow that fleeth by day, for the 
RP ö 2 
#9 oF D She 
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of the affſicted; which gives, ſweetneſs to | 


[ Salvation, An $6742, 


[4 PR 
% , 'T | 


-* the- 49 . waſterh, at nen- 


days“ TOE 36 14 40454 6 rf Bids 70s 111 


. witch divine pevglation 
tives of the providence of Gop. Shall we 


not then, with/hymility and gratitude, em» 
| brace and obey; that bleſſed religion, which 


is the light of the poor, and the comfort 


the temper, ſtrength and trauquillity to 
the mind, clean hands to the judge, and a 
ſoft heart to the ruler? The houſe, where 


noaiſe of intemperance, and che light car - 


Triage. of the ſons of riot, enter not there: 
What a bleſſing tp have ſuch a gneſtl how 


dreadfully infatuatedi are they who - Ant 


the door againſt her bien 5H enk inf 


fortable ridings, She informs us of the 


. great ſalvation purehaſed for us hy the Sox 


of Gon He came not ko/ this world to 


conquer at the head of armies;) but to teach 
ui how to gain the moſt glorious of victo- 


rie even the donqueſt or ourſelyes. He 


exe to ſave us from the worſt of enemies, 
the 


Ser. and auer f niglefting it 29 
the ſnares of vice the power of our ap- 
petites, andi** the bondage af corruption.” 
But ſtill more; he came to ſave us ftom the 
puniſhment of fin; and to proclaim the 
pardon of our offences. Without the aſſu - 
rance of this, what would all this world 
contains de to us, and what its value? 
Pomp on the one hand, and miſery on the 
other; à great eſtate, and @ broken heart. 
live in the country of peace- and joy, or 
rurn aſide to thoſe frightful regions where 
miſery reigus and will for ever reign. 
Whar comfort to know, that through our 
Redeemer w. may obtain che favour: of 
Him who is the giver' of all the happineſs 
which Heaven contains, who has the keys 
_ our: religion: affords ! Though Gon has 
been offended, we ſee how peace may be ob- 
tained. Sacrifices afforded no well ground 
ed foundation for theſe hopes: But be 
it known unto you, men and brethren; 
© that by this man is preached to you for- 
nes in; and by him all chat be- 
45 lieve 


% — Sers 
ee are julliäsd (rom ah things fem | 


© which-ye could not be juſtified by the 


law of Mose na nt 


„ne heation- purchaſed by the Re- 


d eemer is ſtill greater. They who embrace 
our holy religion, and with faith and per- 


ſeverance obſerve its heavenly precepta, 
ſhall not only receive the forgiveneſs of 


God, and be exempted from the puniſh», 
ment of fan, but riſe triumphant from the 


neſs in Heaven This happy aſſurance 
doubles the joy of health, cheers the bed 
of ſickneſa, and deprives even death of ity 
terrors. prey upon us, pain 


torment, the world may perſecute, and 
our friends deceive and deſert us; ſtill we 
know, That light is ſown for the right- 

eus, and gladneſs for the upright in 


and tranquillity reign for ever. This is ſe- 
cured to us by the word of eternal truth; 


— the gaſpel. 


for life and nay: ee, 
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Though all other religions taught to ex- 
pect a ſtate of future exiſtence, they ſup- 
ported it by no proof, and their deſerip- 
tions of it were in the higheſt degree ab- 
ſurd: the heaven of a Chriſtian is the hea- 


ven of a rational intelligence. We are not 


conducted to the voluptuous bowers of Ma- 
homet, and the enjoyments of ſenſual im- 
purity; we are not wafted to the fields of 
Elyſium, where ſtrength entered before in- 
nocence of heart; but we look for a pure 
heaven, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs.” 
There enter the ſon who honours his fa- 
ther, and the father who loves his ſon; 


the heart that never knew avarice, and tlle 


hand that violence; the mouth 
that never ſlander, and the ſpirit 
that loves integrity. They dell not there 
vrho, to ſatiate amhition and glut revenge, 
have laid cities in aſhes; and, to be ſpoken 
of, have made many widows: but it is the 
habitation of the friendly, the compaſſio- 
nate, and the devout. Let us rejoice then, 
my brethren, for this great ſalvation chat 
. bleſſed 
Nob! tg ſpirits, 


vot mention theprophers; for Iſaiah, Jere- 


__  birth;;all nature obeyed q; 


ſpirits. Weil may we excliim in triumph, 
0 death, Shen is thy ſling ? O grave, 
ee ee vt 13 91g 
Be pleaſed: alſo to confider the evidences 
ſupporting the truth of this ſalvation, I 
will not mention times of old, though 
_ wonders were done · in the land of Egypt, 
in the wilderneſe, aud in Cunsan: L will 


miab; and Daniel are far below this ſub- 
je: nor will I reſt it on the apoſtles; they 
were men, they were ſervants: but ſalva 
tion came only by the Lonp Insus, decla- 
red to be the Sow of Gp with power; 
The glory of heaven was manifeſted at his 
voice; and the 
in his actihns. But hom muck did he fuf- 
fer in the merciful work of our redemp - 
tion dowaneanly was hetborn i The balo- 
ved of the Lon D was the Gon af Mary; he 
wa laid in: a ranger, and hid: from tha 


purſnit af Herod; When he wraughtmira- 


cles, they ſaid he was ãn a confederucy tvith 


the * he preached 
vici! ped | pardon 
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pardon, he was called a blaſphemer. How 
great the injuſtice which brought him to 
death! There, bad men were united; and 
they whom hatred had ſeparated, affected 
the love and unity of brothers. Bob ha- 
tred can do more; ir brings down the high- | 
eſt looks; it can make the proud lick the 
duſt at the feet of the beggar. Here the 
pride of che Jews bowed to the haughtineſs 
of the Romans, the high-prieſt to the de- 
pury of a heathen prince, and the mitre 
was lowered to the axes; the wicked were 
unanimous; Judas ſold him; the Phariſees 
hired falſe witneſſes ;- Pilate condeinns; the 
 foldiers ſcourge; and theeafily wrought-on 
ee one: Me eien Nita. e 

him. "IG 
But be did 3 us at 6 
he overthrew the power of che uniyerſal tj- 


ramt, ſhook off thediſhonours of the grave, 


commiſſioned his meſſengers to proclaim 
this great ſalvation to the ſons of mortality, 
aſcended in triumph to the throne of his 
infinite glory, and continues to intereede 


| . 
| C — 
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Glory be to Go for his unſpeakable mer⸗ 


ep; all adoration and grateful worſhip be 


to his ever bleſſed Sox, who hath demon- 


ſtrated to the whole uni verſe the regard of 


the Almighty to the bonour of his ſacred 


| 5 laws; his hatred againſt fin, and his juſt 
determination to puniſh it; his merciful 


deſign to reſtore his reaſonable creatures to 


their original purity and ſuperior happi- 


neſs;. declaring, that none ſhall be finally 


miferable but the incorrigibly wicked and 
the PANS ws uf; his: nn 


ſalvation, +73 id baten ene 

Such, my. 1 <a is the e of 
Galvation,. Let us endeavour to live worthy 
of it; let our conduct prove the ſuperior. 
excellence of the goſpel above human phi- 


| loſophy ; always reniembering, that Af the 


*< word ſpoken by angels was ſtedfaſt, and 


every tranſgreſſion and di ſobedience re- 


4 ceived a juſt recompence of rewaid, how 


„ ſhall we eſcape if we neglect / ſo great ſal- 


vation, which at firſt began to be ſpoken 


A byche Long and was confirmed unto 


1 7 175 thoſe * _ Now: the 
| Gon 


ge eule © 35. 


Gop of peace, that brought from Fi dead 


our Lord” Jxsus CHRIST, the great Shep- 
herd of the ſheep, through the blood of the 
everlaſting covenant, make us perfect in 
every good work to do his will, working in 
us that which is Well pleaſing in bis fight, 
through Jas vs Cux ls r. To whom be glory 
for ever and evans ; Amen! 
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1 N — 4 5 diſcourſe 4 Ln theſe words, 


| endeavoured to deſcribe the greatneſs 


of the ſalvation which. CHRIS procured 


for, #nd in his holy#oſpel offers to, us: I 
þe not trouble you with any recapitula- 
tion, but proceed to conſider in what man- 
ner we 8 en - 


Tuovon So alle had, in this epiſtle, 


Jo fully proved the divinity of CHRIST; 
yet he had much reaſon, with the greateſt 
ceearneſtneſs, to warn the Hebrews againſt 


that fatal neglect, of which many of them 
| „„ w- 


1 Greatneſr of Salvation, We. Ser. 
were guilty, by turning a deaf car to hie 
ſalutary doctrines, and agaiaſt thoſe ſinful. 

courſes by which they did every thing in 


their power to prevent the propagation.of . 


the goſpel; while ſome who had em- 
braced the religion of Cu RIS, were ſtag- 
gered by the violence of perſecution, and 
the loſs of temporal advantages, and had . 
not courage to continue ſtedfaſt in their 
profeſſion, but © forſook the aſſembling of 
* themſelves together; others, retaining 
the outward profeſſion, diſgraced it by the 
impiety of their lives, © finning wilfully 
 * after they had received the knowledge of 
4 the truth, treading under foot the 88 
* of Gop, and doing deſpight to the pre 
© rit of grace,” 
But, my brethren, how melanebaly is 
the reflection, that in all theſe different 
_ ways, the great ſalvation of Gop is Mill 
\ neglected in our days. It is true, we arte 
not now driven from our holy faith by the 
rage of perſecution; by the horrors of dun- 


geons, racks, and chains: but are there not 


many who inſidiouſly attempt to rob us of 
TY. G3 dan 


pet | Greatneſs of Salvation Ger. 4, 


our hope, and undermine our faith by ſo- 
phiſtical and deluſive arguments? who- 
openly write, and blaſphemouſly harangue, 
againſt the fundamental doctrines of re- 

vealed religion? Strange unprovoked male- 
| wolence! thus to endeavour to rake from 


us thoſe conſvlations which alone can leſ- 


_ ſentheanguiſhofafflition; and, by depri- 
ving us of the hopes of a future life, to 
render the miſerable completely wretched 
in this. Nor do they give us, in exchange 
for the glorious proſpect which they raviſh 
from us, the moſt diſtant, though deluſive 
expectation of imaginary happineſs; but 
- ſend us for ſhelter to the dark and diſmal | 
| refuge of total inſenſibilitx. > 
Others, whom the . of this world 
e hath blinded,” declare an entire indiffe- 
rence in regard to this or any other reli- 
gion: they neither know nor ſeek for hap- 
pineſs but through the medium of corpo- 
real ſenſe; nor ever attend to the ſuggeſ—- 
tions of an aclive immaterial "_ within | 
19 0 

There are many who profeſs Chi Qs 


mier 
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anity, but ad no pains to ſupport the 
credit and reputation of it: they call Gop 


their father, but impiouſly with-hold the 
honour due unto his name: they ſay 


Cnr1sT died for the fins of the world, but 


moſt ungratefully refuſe to join in the 
weekly feſtival of his glorious reſurrection; 


will neither devote one day in ſeven to his 


worſhip, nor even a ſingle hour of that day; 
much leſs will they profeſs their depend- 


ance on à erucified SAVIOUR, by parta- 


king of the ſacred ſymbols of his death, un- 
leſs to qualify themſelves for enjoying . 


temporal ſtate emolument. 
4 Many profeſs a belief of rhe Chriftian 
doctrines, but are totally i ignorant of their 


nature and deſign: they never conſult the 


| acid oracles to know whether theſe 
things are ſo; and as their faith is con 


ſequently 8 ſo of an 5 70 Y 


be their practice. 


But there are cms hs Gere "TREE 


bc for the truth; who talk much 


of the mercy of Gop in the redemption of 
| many: yho precend a fm meme. 


1 ritg 


\ 


5 tion the orthodoxy of their faith: and yer 
| of morality. They ſeruple not to praftiſe 


„ Grange of Savation Senses 
: 

rits of our Loup, are conſfant and aſh- 

duous in all the external duties of religion, 


and who wopld be exceedingly ſhocked 
and offended did you ſeem to call in queſ- 


theſe very people pay no regard to the duties 


injuſtice; they give a looſe to their favour- 
ice appetites; indulge the moſt extravagant 
and ſinful vanities ; are too proud to for- 
giye an injury; yet mean enough to che- 


riſh avarice, reſentment, and envy; and by 
* their actions contradict the moſt poſitive | 


. precepts of our holy religion. But pray, my 
brethren, where is the difference, between 
renouncing the Lozp Ixsus, by expreſaly . 
declaring him an impoſtor and his religion 
acheat,—andopenlybyour actions inſulting 
his divine authority, and trampling under 
foot his moſt ſacred and ſalutary laws? The 
laſt has all the depravity of che former, ag- 
gravated by that meaneſt of vices, hypocriſy. 
Nothing more contributes to this ne- 
glect of ſalvation than too eager an attach- 
ment to the pleaſures of ſenſe; to procure 
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the meanoof enjoying thel, is the bulls | 
This is the employment of the hear; and 
we. think it much to devote a few days of 
that period to religion: To attain riches, 
men cheerfully travel over land and ſea; 
dat can hardly be prevailed on to take 
a journey of an hour to worſhip the Go 
who made them. For the fake of the world 
ve ſcruple not to hold our face to the ſtorm; 
we fear not the rocks of the ſea, or the wild 
beaſts of the deſart; we go undaunted 
where cruelty rages, and the livid peſtilence 
thins the city. | Yer religion does not re- 
quire us to endure the rage of tempeſts, 
the horrors of the deep, or che ſword of 
the ſtrong; we have not to encounter the 
boſt of Pharaob;-to fuffer the thirſt of che 
wilderneſs, or to attempt cities walled up 
to Heaven. Me need no ſuch dangers to 
ſcare us from religion; a mere ſhadow of 
danger freezes our ſpirits, and makes us 
turn our backs on our Heavenly guide: 
Bring riches, and religion yields; for ho—-— 
N we will part with every ferious 

thought, 


N 1 ger. 2. 


J thought, and devotion torch ap- 
proach of amuſement. What perverſion 
_ _ of yeaſon! and what infatuation in regard 
to our trueſt-intereſt! to ſet the loweſt va» 
ue on things of higheſt worth. If we give 
honour to the ſubject, and with- hold it from 
che ruler ; if the ſervant has reſpect, and 


tbe Lord of the houſe is deſpiſed; if we 


provide for the body, and entirely neglect 
the ſoul.furely things are going backward, 
and religion is not in its on place. But 
let it not, ny brethren, be ſo with us; let 
us © firſt ſeek the kingdom of God and his 
. © righteouſneſs, and every ching elſe will | 
he added to'it.” Be aſſured, it is better 


oe to have the favour of God than the favour 


of men. It is far better to be a poor man 
2 eee e ee eh ee 
affluent with'a wicked heart, 
It is not only a neglect but a deſpifing of 
Lalvation, to be religious by fits and ſtarts. 
True religion admits not of alternate zeal 
and lukewarmneſs; but there are many 
© whoſe conduct, chameleon - like, borrows its 
WT from the neareſt object. They 
TO g | C2000 
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the devout; but they will alſo ſwear with 
the ſwearer, and are diſhpated with the 

' ſons of levity ; they are good or bad, reli- 
gious or profane, according to the humour 


of the preſent company. This hour you 
may ſee chem at the table of the Lok, 
and the next in the chair of the ſcorner, 
They go from their knees to oppreſſion and 
injuſtice, and return from the tumult of 
vice to the altar of Gop. It is not poſſible 
to ſlight the Author of our ſalvation more 
than by making ſuch a farce of his reli- 
gion. But let us remember that conſtancy 
is the proof of our ſincerity, and that ſtea- 
 dineſs is the glory of every good character. 
We muſt be devout on other days as well 
as on Sunday, in other places as well as in | 
church, in the company of thoſe who laugh 
at and deſpiſe Religion as n as of me 
who love and revere her... 
It is a certain proof of our ng 
| Sagte when the genuine effects of it do 
not appear equally in our actions and in our 
words. People are too apt to ſeparate what 
| | | _ ought 


religion is, there virtue will alſo be found; 
and virtue ſhines with but half her charms 


Without religion. But there is a thing 


falſely called religion, which is often ſeen 


unaccompanied wich any goodneſs of heart. 


You may hear a man talking in raptures in 
praiſe of religion, and in the ſame breath 


this perſon calls himſelf a Chriſtian, be» 
5 cauſe he comes once a-week to church, and 
bringe his children with him. His heart 


may be hard as the nether millſtone, im- 


penetrable to every tender feeling of cha · 


rity and benevolence; avarice may con- 


tract it, or it may be filled with envy; ma- 


lice, and revenge: but ſtill his mouth is 


loud in the praiſes of virtue; and as for 
waſhings and giving of tithes, he is outdone 
by none. But ſuch a man may with equal 


- propriety aſſume the name of Angel as of 


*Chriſtian'; for a Chriſtian is the beſt fa- 


ther, the beſt brother, rhe beſt friend, the 
beſt in every character: his language agrees 
with his thoughts, and his actions give the 


true 


ought never to be divided. Wherever real 


blaſting the reputation of a good man; yet 


% 
a . a. wand acc —_ a—_ . r _ 
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true picture of boch. You may ſafely 


_ commitutmumbered:reafures to hischarge, 


for his conſcience! is a nicer judge than 
your eye; and he will account to the chil- 
dren for the depoſit. which the dying father 
put into his hands, though no witneſs can 
fay he received it, and his character is ſafe 


on all hands. Such are the effects of true 


religion ! If I am to be a ſervant, let a re- 
ligious man be my maſter; let a religious 


panion of my table, and the keeper of my 
ſecrets; let lim be in the ſame ſhip with 
me at ſea; let him face the enemy with me 
at land; let him be the witneſs of my 
death, and the guardian of my children. 


It is alſo of che utmoſt conſequence not 


do neglect che inſtrumental parts of reli- 
gion. If we do not pray, can we expect 
. rewind of prayer H we do not come 
to church and communicate, do we not 
deſpiſe and di ſelaim his authority Wor-: 
| prefily commanded theſe external duties? 
A man may be the friend of his friends, 
N Wan e of his 

| | word; 
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word; you may love him for the ſweetneſs 


of his temper; all theſe agree well with the 
genius of religion; but they do not make 


-.  the-whole of it : for if fuck àa man has not 


dblicits His favour and protection; if he 


Gop in all his: thoughts; if he never ac- 
knowledges his dependence upon him, nor 


never uſes the means poſitively command 
ed for ohtaining his mercy and aſſiſtance; 
what will be his fate when Gon the righ- 
_ talents? Things that concern not the King 
will not ſerve us in the cauſo of the king; 
and if you are à traitor to ycur country, 
Four er ee ſtand you in no 
_ Neath! neither will! complying with ths 
Aiͤictates of natural aſſection, vr making the 
ſocial virtues ſubſervient to our temporal 
proſperity, excuſe our neglect. of the poſi- 
ve precepts of our religion. There are 
indeed too many who think they may diſ- 
penſe with all the external formt of reli - 
| Sion, if they ery up and pretend to culti- 
vate the pirit of it; and there are many 


aue who reſt ſatisfied with the rum. 
5100 | ot h | tal 


ſpirit of religion, will not neglect che out- 
ward expreſſions of it; and, where chat is 


wanting, the other is infigaificant and uſe- 


leſs. The forms of religion, like the forms 
of law, are good and neceſſary; but the 
truth is, a man may punctually obſerve 


both, yet neither be religious nor juſt. 
With all the reſt, we neglect our ſalva · 
tion when we do not eultivate the faith of 
our calling. Take away faith, in what do 
we differ from the Heathen? CHRIST has 
come, but you have no truſt in him; he 
has ſuffered, but you conſider his death as 


the dead, but from his reſurrection you 

conceive no joyful hopes of immortality; 

in ſhort, want of faith, want of charity, 
want of integrity, temperance, or devotion, 

all or any of theſe make us neglect the 
| Glrati df Aen. 0507 07 5:0. arIrgy 
aug 368 .5 he 9 2 Gon 
Wer proceed now to no laß diviſion of this ' 
ſubject, and ſhall very briefly conſider how 
inexcuſable this-negle&t renders us 


-+ Ignorance would be but a bad excuſe or 
ben | defence 


805 Ae 1 ela l, 47 
tal part alane. But hoever has the trus Fa 


1 


, 


aa head ye! dhea thit jo dive 
not in our power to offer: we do wrong, 
but we do it wilfully; we indulge our paſ- 
ions and deſpiſe Gop, yet in the very mo- 
ment are cocſiaoas chat we are acting con- 
trary to his holy Jaws. Where then can 
we find an excuſe? No doubt you may be 
8 ignorant. There are many among us who 
have heard of CMRIs r, who mention and 
aſſume his name; yet cannot tell you the 
nature of his religion, nor the deſign of his 

coming: In the land of light they are 
blind, and the ſplendor of the ſan is to 
them as the darkneſs of midnight. But 

their ignoratice aggravates their guilt; for 
Ati is owing to themſelves; they ſhut their 

eyes and ſtop their ears againſt the light 
which has cotne into the world, and the 
glorious truths of revelation. How few 
do you find ignorant where profit and ad- 
vantage are to be obtained, or where com- 
mon prudence is concerned? But though 
the beſt of knowledge, even che knowledge 
of God and his ſalvation, is eaſily obtain- 
ad, and the volume of life is in their own 
Wake : + SUE a EC f: 3 ien © 115 15 poſ- 
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poſſeſſion; yet they think fo little about N 
their moſt awful and eternal concerns, that 
their ignorance is equally gere — 
inexcuſable. 
8. WhenourbleſſedLoxp gebend citing 
the Jews, they did not know him; they 
attended not to the dictates of divine wiſ- 
dom, nor to the effects of infinite power: 
yet our 8a vioux places their abuſe of him- 
ſelf and their want of diſcernment entire - 
ly to their own account. Though he was 
to be ſeen in the meetings of men, entered 
into the great city, and frequented the 
cottages of the poor; yet hearing they did 
not hear, and ſeeing they did not under - 
ſtand; therefore he declares that it ſhall be 
more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah 
in the day of judgment than for them. 


And does not the. fame dreadful ſentence 


await us, if we neglect the opportunities of 
ſaving knowledge? How many valuable 
talents are we intruſted with, and how 
ſtrict an account muſt we render for each! 
For the powers and faculties of our minds, 
for my good advice we receive, every 
D divine 


30 + Greatadfs of Salvation, | 8er 4. 


_ divine admoriition we read, and every in · 
ſtructive ſermon we hear. Let us then 
ſeriouſly aſk ourſelves, how we ſhall anſwer 
for the invaluable advantages we enjoy? 
The fantiohs of the divine law render 
| the breach or neglect of it a maſt fearful 
_ circumſtance, - The puniſhments which 
guard the laws of men, may affect our 
property or our liberty, or ſend the delin- 
quent into aſtratige country. Death bounds 
the ſentence of human juſtice; even tyran- 
ny itſelf can extend no farther: it may pre- 
pare fire and racks, wheels and croſſes; 
but within a few hours the man is at free 
dom: it may indeed ſhow its cruelty; on 
the breathleſs body, but it is no longer 
ſenſible of ignominy or pain. But infinite- 
ly more dreadful, both in extent and du- 
ration, are the puniſhments of thoſe who 
tranſgreſs the laws of the Almighty: They 
who deſpiſe Gop, and neglect the great 
falvation of CHRIST, will find that no bribe 
can avert, no power protect them from his 
wrath; © for ſuch as fin wilfully, after ha- 
Fe ying received the knowledge: of the truth, 
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there remaineth no more ſacrifices for 
« Gn,” but à certain fearful looking for 
„judgment and fiery" indignation.” Let 
us then take good heed to the advice of 
our Savioux: Fear not them which kill 

the body, but are not able to kill'the 

te ſoul; but rather fear him who is able to g 

4 deſtroy both body and foul in hell.” , 

The example of good men alſo renders 
us the more inexcuſable for our different 
behaviour. There are millions of good 
Chriſtians in the world, and their lives ſe- 
verely reproach and condemn ours. Where 
are you going? into darkneſs? and ſo many 
ſhining lights around you? They who love 
Cunisr will be witneſſes againſt you; the | 
charitable cry, Shame on the hard-hearted, | 
and the devout, On the irreligious. If there 
is a good man in the houſe with you, how 
come you to reap no more advantage from 
him? If in this houſe many of your neighj- 
bours are ſuch, will not their piety aggra- 
vate your wickedneſs ? You certainly have 
to anſwer for the virtues of your father, 
dne v virtues of your mother, and the vir- 

1 tues 
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tues of | your brethren and neighbours. 
Tou have alſo before you the virtue of 

men of much greater name, the Patriarchs, 
the Prophets, and Apoſtles; but above all, 
you have the example of CRTST. He was 
warm · hearted and affectionate, patient and 
devout, the friend of the poor, and the 
comforter of the afflicted. If, then, we 
deſpiſe his example, diſobey his precepts, 
and neglett the offers of his mercy, how 
aggravated are our tranſgreſſions; and _ 
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that by neglect we diſgrace the baptiſm 

we have received in the name of Curr, 
the communion we have joined in, the 
prayers we offer, the word we read, and 
that which we hear: We bring a ſcandal 
on his holy religion; his goſpel has ſuf- 
fered more from profeſſing infincere Chri- 
ſtians, than ever it did from the pen of 
the Deiſt or the ſword of perſecution. Add 
to this, that we refiſt the ſpirit of God, 
and make his grace ineffectual; and how 
great our u N that we refuſe the 
Divine 


* 


A prayer peg” infallibly procure for 


"I us then, 1 


time, nor ſhut our eyes againſt the Hea- 
venly light which has come into the world. 


| Now is the accepted time, now is the day 


of ſalvation, Let us, therefore, beſtir our- 


ſelves like reaſonable beings, and employ 
the means of happineſs which Gop has 


graciouſly put into our hands; and may 


he be merciful anto us, bleſs our endea- 
vours, and grant us his falyation; for the 
fake and merits of the bleſſed Author and 
Finiſher of our faith, To whom, &c. 
Auzg NR! A 
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Divine afliſtance, which fincere and fer- 
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would very ill become us to attend the 
. worſhip of Gop with gloom upon, our 
countenances: It is more in the ſpirit of 
true religion to cultivate love and gra- 
x titude in our hearts, ſol will joy become 
familiar to us; and indeed joy is moſt 
ſuitable to your condition as Chriſtians. 
There is a heavenly tranſporting Joy, the 
| | OY . eldeſt 
\ 
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eldeſt. daughter of Religion. She is your 
guide through life, leads you through the 
gates of death, and will be your compa- 
nion through the ages of immortality, 
This is the ſubject I»propoſe' for your 
meditation at this time. You have lately 
been aſſembled on a moſt intereſting occa- 
ſion, for no leſs a cauſe than commemo- 
rating the death of CHAIs T the Saviour of 
deed a very mournful event; and when 
we reflect on the Loxp of life as ſuſſering 
and dying, our ſouls muſt naturally be 
proſpect of the unſpeakable bleſſings he 
has procured for us by his death, muſt give 
us every cauſe for joy. For though he 
died, it is our unſpeakable comfort that 
the grave could not retain him. Had he 
died and not riſen again, then might we 
hang down our heads in deſpair then 
would all our beſt hopes have been joſt; 
for“ if Chriſt be not riſen, then is your 
faith in vain, and they which are fallen 
A in Chriſt are periſhed.“ But in 
ge! 0D 4 his 


9 — dies . 
his glotious reſurtecilon, we behold our 
F own life s and have that peace of mind 
dich ariſes from the con viction that the 
ſacriſice for our ſins is accepted, and that 
_ eur, offended MAxER is our friend: there- | 
fore a ſerene, a ſedate joy, is the moſt ac - 
ceptable ſacrifice you can bring to the al- 
tar of Gop. It was preciſely in this ſpi- 
f Lonn's ſupper; and the very name of Eu- * 
chatiſt which they gave it, implied grati- 
tude as che chief ingredienn. 
raiſing this delightful feeling, it is to ſoft- 
en your hearts for che admiſſion of theſe 
af this text. I wih ta preſent to you the 
mw beautiful face of religion, and wiſ it 
were in my power ta deſcribe its charmꝭ 
in language ſuited to its excellencies; and 
could L introduce it with ſucceſs. to your - 
acquaintance, then would your hearts beat 
high in e give . the 
lovely gueſt, 
4 are, no doubs, Gut: ng fs 
: | longing 
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| longing to religion ungrateful to our de- 
praved natures; ſuch as repentance, mor- 
tiſication, and the like: but theſe are all 
covered over by the better joys that it af- 
fords; and it is to theſe joys, to theſe-com- 
forts, 1 n n nn 88 
Nat. r tg ; 451 $423.07 

I ſhall n n e 
cal obſervations on che tent. Though the 
words may have been particularly appli-—- 
cable to the then ſtate of the Jews, whoſe 
calamities came thick upon them, yet there 
is no doubt that they contain alſo an allu- 
fion to the times of the goſpel; and the 
prophet ſeems: always to riſe above him 
ſelf when he is on this ſubject. Here he 

ſupports the ſews wirh hopes of better 
days, and he ſpeaks with ſtronger autho- 
rity than his on]; for Gon himſelf ſpeaks 
the words of comfort, and to make the 
deeper impreſſion he EN Egg 
e- e. _ 1 ies 
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„1. Thar religion affords in gait 
cauſe of comfort. Bun, at e 
II. Ub is only n. 
t e eee eee agiro by 
| + When. ee extraordinary 2 
ee heart, when melancholy! ſeems 
to have taken up its abode there, what joy. 
to have calm iſerenity teſtored! How ſoft . 
feels the breath of ſpring when the ſtorms. 
of winter are: gone, and the charms of re- 
viving nature preſent themiſelves to the 
eye! Ho lovely ſmiles the face of Hea- 
ven, hen che dark clouds are removed, 
Which have long with-held. the cheering 
beams of chern. But more ing more 
— t0.cvany 1 Jan decn dark: 
- enced by melancholy and diſtreſ - 
It: is. religion. that gives the moſt ſub- 
would we be without it? To what hand 
could we turn outſelves in dhe gloomy 
winter of diſtfeſa, amidſt the innumerable 
galamities incident to our degraded ſtate? 
In * a of our thoughts within 
2801 ON us, 


us, the aer Nen rer eat 
Wen But to be more particular: 

II, What ground of joy to e 0b 
religion directe to = good life! Even by 


the light of nature, men came to ſee, that 


to be good required an awful ſenſe of a2 


Deity on the mind. Were men allowed 
to do as they pleaſed, and their defires che 
only rule of their conduct, what floods of 
wickedneſs would break in upon the world 
Scarcely are men reſtrained by all the mo- 
tives of religion. How utterly depraved 
muſt woe have been, es by any 
ofithem bi <1 3 7 2029 

» Every ſhining ane. fi to 1 | 
N of chis unn. chat | 
and-knows all our thoughts, But Chri- 
vs che moſt amiable notions of the Deity. 
The goſpel teaches us, that he is only to bs 
viour. It teaches us to worſhip him in 
ſimplicity, in ſpirit, and in truth. What- 
10 li 10 22103 go n 


Nella 
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: ener. i 10 to Gon, Whatever can 
procure Favour, and make him our 
friend, is clearly pointed out in.the goſpel, 
and to that point. nnn di- 
rected. 53 Gene : i 2113 

lufluenced by Gele rinciples,-we l 
be derout in our prayers. Chterfully re- 
ſigned to his will, and patient under the 
troubles, of life, we ſhall be charitable, , 
forbearing, and tender- hearted. Theſe 
are, things of che greareſt weight; and, 
| — * the natural depravity 
and wickedneſs which prevailed, how great 
comfort to us that a rule of life is revealed 
bo finiſhed. in exery, reſpect; and to make 
our progreſt che greater, vbat an example 
is placed in ous view Inc the life of our 
bleſſed. Savigur. ve ſee che belt derotion, 
the moſt affectionate diſpoſitions, and a 
heart ande = eee and 

god. (61 n e 0 e 26 L 
aß, Wertes Puedes our ſins 

Will be pardoned ] In the moment of heavy 
calamity, how little avails reaſon: Smooth 
words vill not top he force of diſeaſe, or 
allay 
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Ser. 3. Comforts of Religion, 6 
allay the aniguiſh of diſgrace: Nature will 
out in ſpite of argument, tears will flow, 
and the heart refuſe comfort. If you 
the diſeaſe will ſoon end; give hopes of 
health and peace, and point to the phyſi- 
cian that will cure: then will joy ſparkle 
in the eye, and firm hope brighten the de- 
jected countenance. With equal force may 
this be applied to the diſtreſſes of the ſoul 
at to the diſeaſes of the body: Of all the 
things which bring diſtreſa, none are ſo 
afflicting as the conſciouſneſs of guilt; for 
phat is the whole world to a man Wwho has 
reaſon to conſider himſelf as at my 
yarn his Maker and his Judge? 
Hear then what comfort ariſes Skis 
doctrines of religion: Though our ſins be 
like ſcarlet or erimſon, they ſhall become 
white as ſnow. How joyful the ſound of 
remiſſion to a wretch' condemned! ho 
ſweet the voice of health to him who has 
long groaned under the torments of diſeaſe! 
but far more joyful, infinitely more ſweet, 
then voice of pardon | from our offended Gop. 
It 


„ cen of Ran der- 3. 
It is here chat Chriſtianity diſcovers its 
diliſtinguiſting features, I will not take 
upon me to ſay how far reaſon diſcovers 
the mercy of Gop; it is ſufficient that it 
comes far ſhort of what is made plain to 
u by his revealed word. There we ſee 
chat our ſins had deſerved wrath, yet par- 
don is proclaimed: Hell had been our lot, 
and we had for ever been the companions 
of infernal ſpirits, had he not ſaved us 
from the wrath come; On the beſt autho- 
_ rity, from the Gop of truth, we know 
that we ſhall be reſcued from theſe calami- 
ties; that not only ſhall our fins be par- 
doned, but Heaven ſhall be our habitation, 
angels our companions, and the favour and 
preſence of Gop our everlaſting portion; 
when our happineſs ſhall be as great as 
pure ſpirits can enjoy in contemplating and 
adoring the power, — 2 ee 
of our bountiful Creator. 
za, There ariſes great e How 
the manner in which we are to obtain par- 
dont We are 3 with corrupt - 
| 547 715 244720 
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ible things; as filver or gold, but with the 
high rank, an ordinary favourlays us under 
beſtowed upon us by men of diſtinguiſtied 
merit, fixes the affections of our hearts: but 


if they treat us with diſtinction and kind» 


neſs; if at the expence of trouble or diſ- 
treſs to themſelves; the favour ſhines with 
ten times more luſtre than 15 e 100 one 
of our on ranxk. 

On this principle, eee 
af comfort, that God ſo loved us as to ſend 
his beloved 80 to ſave us! For our ſakes 
he appeared among men and was ſubject to 
every affliction; for us he was perſecuted 
by Herod while an infant; for us his cha- 
racter was traduced, his countrymen falſe- 
ly accuſed him, his ſervant betrayed him; 
and to fave us from worſe than death, he 
himſelf expired ignominiouſſy. We may 
then reſt aſſured, that He who gave his 
$0N' to the death for us, be e 
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| ſed the aid of the holy Spirit to enlighten 


memes. —_ : — — 
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' neſs! If left: to ourſelyes;" ſo prone are we 


tures, that we ſhould ere now have fallen 


Boy been ſtretched out to ſupport us, On 


ae of Religiot, denz. 
4050 — confort, that our 


Lond has not only laid before us a rule of 


life to make us and a perfect exam 
ple for our imitation; but has alſo promi- 


our minds, ſtrengthen our good reſolutions, 
and aſſiſt our feeble endeavours after holi- 


to vice, ſo backward to virtue, our paſſions 
ſo ſtrong, tem ptations crowd ſo thick upon 


us, and attack us in ſo many ſhapes, and 


we ourſelves.are ſuch irreſolute weak crea- 


before our wickedneſs; had not the hand of 


this perſuaſion ĩs built our beſt hope, that 
He is greater who ig for us than all the 


powers which are againſt uu. Let tempta- 


tions then appear in ever ſo many ſhapes, we 
we will not be confounded; for his grace 
is ſufficient for us, his ſtrength is made per- 


fect in our (weakneſs, On every one of 


theſe principles. we have reaſon to rejoice; 
and n 
3 
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„ Conports of Ragin. 6 
I come no to the ſecond branch of this 
diſcbourſe, and beg your patience while, as 
_ briefly/as poſſible, I inquite, What is the 
conduct on dur en egers e 
| „ 1. 197 
f > ib bor 4 SE - 
e bee ee cindy d 55 
on every thing moſt favourable for their 
own views; and by this rule the ſubject I 
have been treating of has been very much 
abuſed ; For we are very apt to entrench 
ourſelves in our vices under the ſhelter of 
the comforts religion affords by revealing 
the merey of Gov, forgetting that our on- 
ly proper defence is 4 good life. I am far 
from meaning that our own! behaviour can 
give us a claim upon happineſs: what I in- 
fiſt upon, and I do it with the better grace 
that it is the very ſpirit of all true religion; 
nay, the expreſs declaration of our bleſſed 
SAVIOUR, is, that without a good life we 
can have no title to the benefits of Chriſti» 
anity. Your fins will be pardoned and your 
hearts comforted”; but the terius are: 
V, That you repent, Repentance ſup- 
3 poſes 


a 


will you have a title to every comfort;-and 
| dene for rer religious du.. 
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poſes ſortow for paſt fin, and à thorough 
reformation; the firſt without the laſt is 


mere deluſion: The wound; which to ap- 


Pearanee is cured, is feſtering at che bot- 
tam, and will break out with aggravated 
pain and anguiſh. Do you deſire to have 
the true ſatisfactions and comforts of Reli- 


gion? If you have done iniquity, vemem - 
| ber to do ſo no more. Lon can ori no foun- 
ſuch a behaviour: You muſt have a real | 

_ forrow for your fins, and yon muſt be ſin- 


cerely virtuous in your after conduct. Then 


_2dly, Your attachment to virtue muſt be 
Ready. People are very apt to take up with 


temporary expedients: We are ſo inatten- 


tive and ſhort- ſighted, that we look no far- 


ther than to ſervea preſentpurpoſe: but Re- 


ligion requires an attention in eyery eircum- 
ſtance of life; and its comforts are denied 
if we have not made the commands of 88 | 
* unvariable rule af me ny Nite 
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rr 
2 A temporary religion is an inſult on N 
Gon; and a devotion that comes by fits and 
ſtarts leaves no impreſſion; like a ſhip at 
ſea, ern hind-in. e 09 m marle 
nnn A | 
It is only an habicual 3 that can 
9 to us the comforts of Chriſtianity: 
but there are few who do not hope for 
chem upon eaſier terms. It is eaſier to have 
an extraordinary appearance on ſome occa- 
ſions, than to preſerve an even and ſedate 
behaviour on every occaſion; it is eaſier to 
come to chureh once a- week, and ſome- 
times to communicate, chan to bę ſober, 
honeſt, and virtuous the whole year round. 
But ſuch a tranſitory religion gives no claim 
_ to happineſs; that only ariſes from a ſteady 
| perſeverance: the goodneſs that is Hike the 
morning cloud is of as little value; there- 


fore, piery, decency, and a good behaviour, 
muſt be your companions through life, 
and enen nne 
n 
Lein, Comfort ariſes from cheogriget- | 
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| eee eee 
Me are brought to love Gon by che evi- 


Point out our road to eternal felicity. Faith 
in him will induce us to obey his precepts, 


— oY un Ser. 3. 


ples et erary-joy-ſpalogs 
from religion; and the principles of it are | 


love to Gon, faich in Cuxier, and bene- 


790 et 


dence we habe of his infinite goodneſs in 
all his works around us, and particularly 
in his ful love and mercy in ſend- 


ing his S0 w to ve us from miſery; and 


and imitate the finiſhed example he has ſer 
before us; and the benevolence he recom- 
mends, will lead us ts every action that is 


good and praiſe-worthy; while gratitude 
_ for all; will inſpire and elevate our devo- 
Tilons, keep us eee 


t our procyers to I; 


© Oxthembole wy bene boreal Cri 

Kine de virtnous umd be ble 
No, may eee eee thas 
* brought again from the dead our Lord 
. nene. 
* through 
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through the blood of the everlaſting co- 
venant, make you perfect in every good 
« work to do his Will, working in you chat 
« which is well-pleaſing in his fight, chro- 
ſeſus Chriſt; ro whom, with the eternal 
% Father and bleſſed Spirit. he glory, for ever 
and ever . 1 AMEN! des 
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Let yur 4 k him before Men, ' that they 
may ſee your good works, and glorify your 
* Father which is in n, 


1 


N 

IIS part of our Saviovr's diſcourſe 

5 ſeems to be directed rather to the 
twelve diſciples than to the reſt of his au- 
dience; for as they were to be the leaders 
in carrying on the intereſts of the goſpel, 
and as they were, at every hazard, to re- 
commend and propagate his religion, it 
Ns 8 became 


B — 7 


became them to be extremely cantious: 
for even an ordinary error in conduct 
would have brought a great diſcredit on 
them, and the leaſt ſpot would have ap- 
peared very glaring in the characters of 
ſuch diſtinguiſbed perſons. Our Lonp 
adviſes them to have a life exemplary for 
« every good quality, that the beality of their 
conduct might engage others to give Gop 
that glory which was his due. But though 


tis counſel or command was in the firſt 


place addreſſed to the Apoſtles, yet there 
was not a perſon preſent of any rank but 
might apply it to himſelf. Our Saviour 
was at chis time diſeourſing to a great 

crowd of people; and though many of them 
might have no higher intention than to 


pleaſe their curioſity, and others might 
bave the bad deſign of catching at his 


words to bring him to reproach; yet there 
were no doubt ſome who came to hear 
him that they might become better by 
his inſtruction. The words of the text 
apply properly to people of chat character, 
. to act which required 

| *A 8 great 
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great · attendion ; and though, as — 
mien, the lighr of their example could not 


55 _ be ſeen at a diſtance, yet every one of them, 
| however low his condition, had his neigh» 


bour and his family who might copy after 
the virtues of his life: And as their Divine 
Maſter had many enemies, they were ſure 
of having many ſpies upon their conduct; 
who, whatever care they might take to 
conceal their faults, would drag them into 
the light of day, and put them all to the 


charge of their! religion. II, 'therefare, 


they loved their Maſter, if they wiſhed his 
church to flouriſh, and themſelves and 
others to be happy, it would be their chief 
WIN ak; ppt gere pple 
| £ 1576 i Of OTB 748) Narr 
We 400 ee Chriſtians, dds much 
reaſon to follow and obey this precept, 
As we are not born for ourſelves alone, we 
ought in one way or other to forward che 
beſt intereſts. of thoſe around us. And as, 


Whenever we have the appearance of reli- 


gion, men of: a different temper will ena - 
r conduct * ſo, by doing 
a0 2 x any 


: 


Serags ne ee, 064 
any thing @miſa, wo are dertain of bring 
ing a great ſcandal on the [goſpel itſelf, 
But if at all times we have che proper be- 
haviour of Chriſtians, we {hall not only 


ample contribute much to ſave the ſouls 
of others. And if we are of thoſe who 

enjoy advantages denied to the bulk of 
mankind, this affords an additional reaſon 
ſar cur ſhowing a good example. If we 
excel our neighbours in knowledge, and 
at the ſame time are greatly before them 
in modeſty and diſtruſt of ourſelves; if we 
are high in rank, and yet have great hu- 
mility; then is our enample a very great 
bleſſing to all who come near us. If a 
man is high in honour and rich in fortune, 
yet tender-hearted and the ſteady friend 
of the poor, the virtues of that man will 
bring humanity into faſhion. But whe- 
ther in high or low life, our example may 
be of the greateſt benefit to ſociety if good, 
and equally» pernicious if bad 3 for the 
greateſt ae Pg en 
2 8 l = DON AWH of 


ſave our own ſouls, hut by our good r 
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As Tipropoſe to enter a little farther-into 


ö Son while I conſideeerrrꝙ 


e cee as 


every individual as happy as poſſible. Now 
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this ſubject, indulge Sabha 


1. How much it — wo give a | 
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our gracious Almighty Creator has defign- 
of ſociety,” we have conſequently an inte- 


reſt in what concerns every other perſon; 
and it is not only our duty, but our true 


intereſt, to do all in our power to make 


there are two ways of doing this; by ad- 
vice, and by example: but ſach is the 


temper of man, that what we gain with 


difficulty by good counſel, we eaſily loſe 
by a bad example. We may indeed pro- 


pole to make men religious by force of 
| o iam and argum en t; but this requires 
much deep thought and reflection, as not 


* er ae WH 
one in an Bunde can beſtow: whereas 
example ſpeaks a language underſtood by 
all; there is no occaſion for ſtudy; we have 
only to e Ur AP avi e eee 
| ed wich ! It. en 44 l 
If it is our deden nen wich; 
we muſt, with an inward ſenſe of religion, 
have alſo the outward expreſſion of it:; 
for men do not light a candle and put it under 
a buſhel, but on a candleflick,” and it giveth 
light to all that are in the houſe.” There may 
be ſome, and theſe not bad men, who, for 
fear of the imputation of hypocriſy, con». 
fine all their devotiom to their own breaſt, 
They do not think it reflects any diſho- 
nour on them to be known for the virtues 
of humanity, but · they imagine devotion . 
ceaſes to be a virtue che moment ĩt is ſeen. 
But are we not in an equal ſtrait in re- 
gard to every other quality of a Chriſtian? 
Almſgiving is a virtue if it aims not mere: 
ly at praiſe. Humility is a virtue; but 


its value is loſt whenever we make a ſhow 


of it. 80 it is with devotion. There is # 
time When it is proper to keep it ſecret; | 


. : 7 \ }\ ; 
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but there may alſo be an occaſion when it 


would be Avery great fuult tu do ſo. Do 
po not wiſh to be thaught compaſſionate 


and tender . hearted ? Do you not wiſh ta 
be chought an honeſt man? And why not 


td be thought a religious - man? Surely 


| godllitieGs)dote-por bring ſuch. a diſcredit 


5 virtuous; when they ſay you are devour, 


upon us that e ned bo aſhamedd of it. 
But when you ſhow that you are reli- 
gious, ſliow at the ſame dime that you are 


have u cars they may not alſo ſay you are 
4 bad neighhour or « falſe friend. If you 
are godly; you will pe calm and of a mild 
diſpoſition. We have, no doubt, much 
reaſon to be on our guard, becauſe many 
bad men have had high pretenſions to re- 
ligion. But what of all this? If chere have 
been very great diflemblers, does chat leſ- 
ſen the value of a ſincere decent profeſſion? 
A bad man may indeed have the form of 


| _ yollineſs; but a good man muſt baye both 


its form and its power,” Our bleſſed Sa- 
von inſiſts on this when he ſays, Who- 
ever ſhall confefa me before mes, him 


E . FO | * will 


gerte Gee Example; 97 
ill I conteſd before my Faikery which 
1% in heaven,” And che Apoſtle 8t Paul 
puts it on a level witch faith: If chu 
* ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth, and be- 
u lieve with thy heart, that God has raiſed 
* Chriſt from che dead, thou fhalr be ſa- 
ved,” Tou muſt not imagine chat reli- 
gion is ſo private in its nature that it can 
not nor ought: to be expoſed to view. No, 
my brethren; we are indiſpenſably obliged 
to ſhow it when we can do good by it: 
through good and bad report the Prophets, 
be Mi Rr hoon gags e n 
this. L 3&3 df SLID HR K 3G. 5375 eis 
But 1 cover of decency we muſt 
75 neben ſhelter hypocriſy. In all our pro- 
feſſion we muſt aſk our hearts, What 
good can I do by it?” For our own fakes, _ 
and for the ſake of others, we are to join 
in the public worſhip of Go; there we 
are to have all the compoſure and ſerenity 
we are maſters of. We muſt alſo rake re 
ligion home with us, that our children 
and ſervants may ſee how lovely it is. We 
are to ? Pray in private; hats even our ſecret 
* devon | 


* INS o. c. Wola 
mill; how itſelf vy the abſence 
2 action which are ſinful. 
Though y humility will guard you 
from boaſting; yet, when it is to ſerye a 
good-purpoſe,. you will talk of charity, of 
faith, and godlineſs, wich ſuch feeling, that 
Fou will bring others to think as you do. 

1" I ſhould: greatly exceed my time were 
: to mention every thing in which you 

cbould be exemplary :. I ſhall therefore 

only take notice of A few leading qualities 
1 you onght to have: neither ſhall I ſpeak of 
very groſs ſins; theſe you may be without, 
and yet be a very mean Chriſtian. I only 
| beg leave to ſay, that you muſt do nothing 
to humour the vices of the world; and as 
there are many vices which fix no ſtain 
upon a man's character, we muſt ſtrip 
them of the covering of popular opinion, 
under which their true nature and defor- 
mity is concealed. Noah inthe Old World, 
and Lot in Sodom, did this; and no man 
is a good man ho does not in the firſt | 
ee ae AN Mapa 


| „ 


Bari on Good Example. 79 
Beſides, there may be things from 
which, though not in themſelves ſinful, 
2 Chriſtian will abſtain, from a ſenſe 
of the dignity of his character. As it is 
extremely difficult to draw the line beyond 
which evil begins and good never comes, 
we ſhould rather deny ourſelves ſome things 
which may ſeem innocent, than run the 
hazard of paſſing the diſputed bounds. 
But your example muſt aim ar hands. 
thing more, and you are to excel in every 
good quality. As devotion takes the lead 
of theſe, I ſhall beg leave to add a few ſen 
tences on that head. To do good, your 
piety muſt be of the moſt engaging kind. 
Devout people have often very much the 
air of auſterity; and the intereſt of religion 
has never ſuffered more by any thing. 
They ſomehow make religion akin to ſour- 
neſs, as if a cheerful countenance indicated 
a levity of heart; and by their moroſe ap- 
pearance they ſcare people from it. 1 can- 
not take upon me to ſay why they give 
religion that mortiſied look; but I am cer- 
ain they have not theſe notions fro 


_ | rligious; "ard fincetely devotr; and yet 
poſſeſs) the greateſt good Huthour. It is 


1 —— Sera 
| the xbſpprof CA malo ws of and 


eneburages all cheerfulneſs confiftent with 


virtue. Who has chuſt to be chgerful if 


4 guod ma hu not? A man may be very 


this lovely fweet devotion char ſoothes the 


| wiper; rriklees you obliging"td in, pleaſed 


with yourſelf, pleuſed with and pleaſing to 
others, How charming, how attractive are 


mch religtous people! And as far 48 6 


ample reaches, it is our duty to make the 


world aequainted wirh this kind of god ll. 


ned. Sincere godlineſb, without ſhow; 


kitd'neighbours und faittifal friend. 


Tou ſhould alſo be exemplary for an in - 
tegrity out of which you cannot be bribed; 


Icdrings a reflection, though unjuſtly, on re- 


ligion, that many of its profeſiors who pro- 
miſe much, make the moſt of their neigh- 
bours in all their dealings they ufe every 


_ wich wu; and, if they will not 
tell a direct falſchood, they think nothing 
ef trick and evaſion, W 


297 | , this 


oy — . 
this diſhoneſt part in the leaſt confiſtent | 
with Chriſtianity. If we are Chriſtians, let 
us ſhow-the world a ſet of men open and 
 undiſguiſed; faperior toavarice, and deſpi · 
might add; that we ate ro cultivate all 
the ſympathy a tender heart can feel, and as 
unbounded benevolence of ſpirit. By your 
example, people will be taught to be modeſt, 
though poſſeſſed of great qualities; and 
humble, though in high rank. I might 
mention the ſunplicity of life; the com- 
mandof temper; and all che purity of heart 
and feritiment, which are the genuine off- 
ſpring of real veligivn; dot che day would = 
fail me to bring in review all the virtues 
you ought tb exbibir. for che imitation of 
the worid. I ſhall cherefore conclude this 
part of the Iubject with the advice of gt 
Paul, Finally, brethren, wharfoever thingy 
* are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, 
* whatſoever chings are juſt, pure, lovely, 
And of good vepert; if there be any vir- 
« rac; if cher G8 any yraike, nn 
eee e 
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| IL now proceed to conſider, node Lua 
II. How much good we may do by of 


, . p99, "x SS enen he > C ; v# 4 — . — | * . 
emple;o nag 10991} 4 blow. vis wont, 2 
: | 


The power of example is; ſeen, felt, and 


| acknowledged by all the world. When A 
great man falls, he brings chouſands down 

_ with him. Jeroboam and his family brouzmht 

_ idolatry into ſfaſhion; and beginning at his 
houſe, it overflowed the whole nation, and 


all Iſrael was made to ſin. On the other 
hand; Joſiah, the good Joſiah, revived reli- 
gion from its grave, and the whole nation 
was again brought to worſnip and ſerve the 


only true Go. Every man's obſervation 


ſhows hiniinſtances of this kind: example 


poliſhes a ſavage; it will alſo render ſavage 


the moſt: civilized; Example has made a. 
nation of patriots at one time; at another 
time, it has reduced them to be a mean- 


ſpmirited, daſtardly, ſelfiſn ſet of ſlaves. Ex-/ 
apple makes peaple deſpiſe. death; andit 


can inſpire them with every thing that is 
truly great or greatly good. When the 


ſuſt Chriſtians ſtood ſo firm againſt the 


terrors of their enemies, we may ſafely 


4 | 4 conclude, 


Ser. 4. 


ſtrengthened, by having before them ſo 


many ſhining examples. But even in theſe 


days, do we not feel its very great power? 
and are not men formed to good or evil by 
the company they keep? What we often 


men grow up together, and ſo do good men; 


and; public ſpirit and private virtue equally 


Oh Good Examples 83 
conclude, that their reſolution was greatly 


' ſee, gradually inſinuates itſelf into our good 
graces, whether it be good or bad. Wiſe - 


paſs from one heart into another. When 


we ſee any perſon remarkable for good 
—— we naturally wiſh to be ſuch 
as he; we have eſpecially a great deſire to 
come up with thoſe who are but a little 


before us; we wiſh to be as good men and 


as good citizens as they are: and the heart 
muſt indeed be ſadly depraved and miſer- 
ably inſenſible, which is totally void of 


emulation. Upon this principle, our ex- 


ample muſt neceſſarily do a great deal of 


good, or a great deal of miſchief: We ought, 


therefore, to be particularly careful, never 
to do any thing that may miſlead any per- 
ſon. If we ſet out on this plan, and ſteadily 


. 2 | per- 


— 
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ſevere, we may reclaim very bad men; we 
mayfupporttheweak, and evenconlirm, the 
1 I ſay, we may er enen ee b che 
. worſt of men: and there are ſuch bad men, 
that they are even the flaves and the very 
drudges of ſin. This to the ſoul is what 
fickneſs is to the body; it muſt be cured, or 
end in death. Then what can be more gene- 
rous than to aſſiſt theſe poor fouls, if they 
are not paſt recovery? how greatly may the 

example of your good life, and the tran- 
_  quillity which you enjoy from it, be of uſe 
to open their eyes, and recover them from 
their miſerable ſtate? for a fair character is 

d lovely, that nobody is proof againſt its 
' charms. If a man's religion fweetens his 
temper, enlivens his ſpirit, and gives eaſe 
and cheerfulneſs to his converſation; if it 
is ſincere love to Gop that directs and 
prompts his prayers, adoration and wor- 
ſhip, that makes him open-handed to the 
Poor, overlook injuries, neither inſult the 
diſtreſſed however worthleſs, nor envy the 
| moſt fortunate; if, from religious motives, 


* 
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he guards the innocent, protects the weak, 
and in all his dealings acts the truly honeſt 
man: If ſuch a character is in view, it is 
againſt nature not to think well of and 
eſteem him. A man may, indeed, be ſo far 
gone in wickedneſs and depravity, that it 
may be very difficult to attract his atten- 
tion to virtue and influence his opinion: 
but a ſettled great character will at laſt draw 
obſervarion ; opinion will follow ; and in 
moſt- caſes, that opinion will ſoften into 
eſteem and a ſertled fondneſs: and there is 
a very ſhore, a very eaſy eg e . "Lao 
ou to imitation. '* 
e e en Kd defore'tminn, chere 
is a poſſibility, nay, a great probability, of 
gaining ſome of them over to the love off 
virtue. But if you are wicked yourſelf, 
though you ſhould uſe the moſt powerful 
eloquence in the cauſe of Religion, you 
could have no facceſs : You might talk and 
preach as if you were more than man; with 
the voice of ſtrongeſt perſuaſion you might 
demonſtrate how: excellent the goſpel is; 
wy Rc eee 
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ke one who had felt them; * in 
aſtoniſh or confound every one who toox 


Es, and yet, if you are a 


man of no conſcience, of no principle, your 


diſcourſe would be as a ſong in an unknown 
tongue ſung with the moſt melodious voice; 
the air would pleaſe, but the words make 
no impreſſion. How would ſuch an anſwer 


as this confound you? ©. You are ſo wicked 


1 yourſelf, it is not poſſible to believe what 
4 you ſo feelinglytalk of.” It is a pity, my 
| brethren, it is a great pity, that ſuch people 
| ſhould act ſo falſe a part. Nothing has done, 
nothing can do, more prejudice to the inte- 
reſts of Religion than great talents and per- 
ſuaſive eloquence, when the ſpeaker's ac- 
tions give the lie to his words. But a real 
good man ſpeaks boldly,” though perhaps 
plainly, in the cauſe of religion and virtue; 
he ſpeaks from the heart, and he eaſily gains 


credit from evidently appearing to be what 


he pretends and perſuades you to be. 


There may be ſome'veterans who have 


worn out their ſtrength, and grown grey in 
the ſervice of vice: There can be but poor, 


very 


very poor, e euer yer the g0ſpel 
does not allow us to judge too haſtily of 
cheir ſtate. The riotous ſon returned 
home at laſt; even Manaſſeh, ungodly and 
krach ks be wat wachs-ronfee is exfore'in 
the end. With theſe, and a thouſand ſuch 
examples on our ſide, we will aim at reco- 
vering a man be he ever ſo bad. And what 
a joy, how exalted a pleaſure, muſt you 
feel, could your example be the happy in- 
ſtrument of bringing home any of 3 
ſouls who had forſaken Gop! ¶-᷑ - 
And if there are ſome determined Ga 
ners, ſome who may be ſaid to be wicked 
from principle; yet there are many who 
are only bad becauſe they are ignorant; 
they have unhappily fallen into the road of 
vice; have continued in it becauſe it was 
eaſy and there was none to put them right. 
If you live among ſuch, you may hope for 
_@full/harveſt;; but could you bring into 
the way of truth and piety even one igno-— 
rant ſinner by your inſtruction and ex- 
ample, you might ſay you had not lived in 
vain. Exert yourſelves, then, i in this cauſe; | 
vil = 4 it 


F 
b 
83 


|; . | 
_ favourably of religion ; there are alſo men 
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you. In ſuch a ſtate, a man is at the ſa- 
ving ar lofing, and will turn ro the-righe 


_ ar left as directed. In this dangerous ſi- 
tuation all depends on a proper guide. 


| and bad company, ſo-unſereled were their 


prineiples, chere yoo had ”_— 
They might. have done, M144 Gin y 
This role holds eſperially ks bios 
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is. poſitive, it is obſtinate, either in good or 
ill but. & young man is pliable, and eaſily 


ſvayed by the example-of thoſe be is inti- 
before young . is. ils 
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larly do ſer vice to your own family. Chil- 
dren naturally acquire the habits of their 
parents ; they imitate their virtues, and 
copy their fanks. Let a thing be ever fo 
bad, if they Tee it practiſed by their father 
or mother, ſhould they even hear them 
blamed for it, yet will they think the pa- 
rents example ſuſficient ſanction for doing 
the ſame. How can profane irreligions 
parents expect to have virtuous and godly 
children? Only ſhow your children in 
yourſelf what you — in them, and 
imeven all che good you have done, all che 
care you have beſtowed upon them. If 
you love your children, if you would pre- 
vent cheir ruin and make them happy, be 
fincerely good yourſelf, and let your con- 
Auct enforce your advice. Thus will cher 
hve in honour, give happineſs to your de- 
elining years, and mp een | 
1 in nge: 
290 2 Duties 
e. You may . moft 
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50 Eniſhed Chritian: The world is full of 
| temptations, and. there is no man ſo ſtrong 


but temptation may make him fall. We 
are weak, very weak, and bad example, 
conſpiring with our wavering reſolutions, 
may come to undermine and deſtroy our 
religious principles. To eſcape what is 
bad we muſt fly from it, and attach our- 
ſelves to ſuch as are eſtabliſhed in godli- 


4 neſs. The good are taught and ſupported 


by the good; but if you aſſociate with the 


Voicked, you have not a good quality but 


may inſenſibly leave you. But one holy 
man confirms another, and in his turn is 
ee, by him: We learn a better 
expreſſion of devotion from one, more 

| contentment from another, humility; from 
a third, and charity from a fourth. In 
this manner we correct our errors, and ac- 
quire the fineſt diſpoſitions of a Chriſtian, 
Jou will be good yourſelf; your virtues, 
ſhining before others, will render them 
good alſo; and at laſt you, and they will 
attain everlaſting life, and be happy toge- 
ther 1 in ** Preſence ani] vn. 
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No man putting bis hand in dis plongh, gar 


HESE W of our SAVIOUR-'/are 
.ſurely the fitteſt imaginable for com- 
manding the ſerious attention of people in 
our ſituation. We have lately been ma- 
king the moſt ſolemn profeſſion of our 
faith in Carer, our thankfulneſs for what 
%5 f + | he 
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who hath died for us, we cannot be igno- 
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92 5 — Sens. 
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our hopes in the merits of his ſacrifice, 
and our fincere intention of obeying his 
laws. We have put our hand to the plough; 

and if we are really what we profeſſed our- 
ſelves to be, happy are we, and great ad- 
vantages ſhall we reap from the ſacred ſo- 


lemnity in which we have been engaged: 


But if we look back, if we prove unmind- 
ful of the Rock of our Salvation, relapſe 
into our former errors and iniquities; if 
we live for ourſelves, and not unto Him 


rant of our fate; for we have here the moſt 
We are not fit for che kingdom of Hea- 


ven.“ If we would be members of the 
Heavenly kingdom, we muſt be ſtedfaſt 
and immoveable: But if our religion is 


onlyoccaſional, the religion of certain times 
and Teafons; if to-day we are holy and de- 
vour, and to- morrow wicked and profane, 


we are making no progreſs in the road of 


ulvation. What a' dreadful ſituntion is 
r 


Have we not often repented, and as often 
ourſelves, have we not frequently return- 
ed to the Lonn; and again conceiving a 
diſlike to the ways of righteouſneſs, with- 
drawn. our hearts from him, and fixed 
chem on the world? Have we not been all 
our lives alternately finning and repenting? 

Now if this continues to be our cafe, un- 
doubtedly GopD will at length entirely a+ 
bandon us, and we ſhiall become altoge- 
ther unfit for his kingdom. H it be atked; 
For what reaſom? le is, Becauſe all the 
means which ſerve to convert others, are 


uſeleſs and of no effect in regard to the 


fickle and inconſtant; that is to fay, in- 
conſtaticy in the ways of Gon is of all 

to hope for ſalyation. How awfully im- 
portant is this truth! eee ee 
to conſider it at greater length. 

Of all the means which Gop efectually 
employs for reclaiming of other finners, 
$54 ö | the 
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by Divine grace to-reclaim the wicked, is 
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nie 


lightens them. And, 


II. Tbe reliſh for truth eee e | 


which always ne the eee 
of repentance· oft erat zu ir 
Aa nad: Gt 8 2 re "$037 bs ered 224 
J Tur firſt, mean by which a Gomes 
converted; 1 is the knowledge of the truth. 
As all mankind are naturally ignorant, and 


in the dark with regard to the duties of 


religion, as their maxims are falſe, their 
prejudices unreaſonable, and cheir rules of 
conduct dangerous, the firſt method uſed 


to preſent to his vie the concerns of the 
world and of eternity, ſuch as they truly 


are, and ſuch as he has never before ima- 


gined them to be. Then the ſcales which 
formerly covered his eyes fall off; to what- 
ever hand he turns, things appear with a 


| quite new aſpect: Then he plainly diſco- 
vers his duties, che grounds of his hopes 


or fears of futurity, his * the va- 
dds | | nity 


r alt ans co. al 
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Sale antes, oh 
nity of all created things, and he empti- 
neſs of all worldly; pleaſures. Then is the 
wretched man awake: as from a ſound 
ſleep, by the, blaze of Divine light darting 
into his ſoul 3 he is amazed that he conti- 
nued ſo, long ignorant of thoſe trutks 
which it moſt concerned him to know; he 
trembles to think he has been ſleeping on 
the edge of a precipice: and how is he 
humbled: to ſee, that the reaſon, rhe under- 
ſtanding, the judgment, ſagacity, and wiſ- ; 
dom, on which he ſo immoderately valued. 
himſelf, have entirely failed him in regard 
to What is his chief, Lmay ſay his only, 
concern? And novelty giving an addi- 
tional force to the impreſſions which truth 
makes upon his mind, he is overjoyed at 
having at laſt opened his eyes; and regu- 
lating his inclinations, his views, and be- 
haviour, by this new light, he looks back 
with contempt on his former errors and 
deluſions. Gl ate Ko 

But this reſource, 10 elfectual in hs caſe | 
of other ſinners, is of no uſe at all to the 
ga and inconſtantʒ who, having 
25 * 4 G | -_ | 


ED tage from the knowledge I ata ſpeaking of. 
For what new impreſſion can all the diſdo - 


the Iſraelites in che Deſart ſa the pillar 
of fire, which went before them to guide 


| nn . 
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- | Danger of dnenylatcy Pe 
been dh many: times. enkghrened, and fs 


: many tunes unfnithful, ſo often undeceei ved 
es to the vanity and deceicfulneſs of che 


world, and ſo oſten ſeduced by its falſe 
charms, can erpect no manner of advan- 


veries of ruligious truth malte upon him? 
uncertainty of worldly concerns; the great 


— truths of .crerniry have already been held 
aut to his view, In this reſpect, then, he 


cannot have any new-knowledge.: theſe 


_ things ean no tnore ſurpriſe hirn, and have 


to him loſt all the'charms of novelty, which 
have ſo happy an influence on tranſtzreſ- 
ſors of another character. The firſt time 


them on the way, they were ſtruck with 
the novelty of the ſight; they ſtood in awe 
of the majeſty of Gop, who thus made 


himſelf viſible in the midſt of chem. Sar- 


priſe, terror, admiration, and reverence, 


3 | Moſes 
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be ue 
mur, det that. Heavenly light;appear erer 
Do aſten, they regarded it as an ordinary = 
_ circumſtance; it made no impreſſion upon 


mannes bay bon de tot thor 
This is u ſtriking refemblance of a fickle 
inconſtant — ye al 


be wakes Rrong,/ effons,to; have it; he 
en eee pies 
eee ee ee 
ſome tim obedicnt-to the truth; but he 
ſoon falle back through bis own weakneſs | 
aud inattention. Afterwards, on ſome new | 
_ compunction,. he makes new efforts to re- 
cover, but he muſt; ſee that they are hut 
faint ; His compunction is not ſo lively as 
before, being now familiariaed to the moſt 
_ awful truths; and this ſecond ſtep he makes 
in the way of repentance, does not carry 
W 3 „Thus 
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heir münden and bad no influence on their 


3 4 


TW: — 


Wc en Ber en Med kg ang he ue 


. HI che Well, 
ua AYIA Anta Wy dig weed inelltx- 
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And darkneſs; à ſtate where 
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next moment obſcured, and appear vil y 
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Ae ene e eee may de 1 
bat to nun liter hat cepenmatce- el Eid. 
in but laſt mumente is fun the moſt part 

n chan we. generally die juſt ſach 38 e 
Aire “ Alas! All the fü of tepentanbe which | 

— 

vwing 7e the- impreſſion made upon you 


ene 


Aitaſelf make ts peu! Wet light ſball he 
favour you with that you hate nota thou- 
land times followed and abandoned? What 
truth ſhall he Gow you-that-you have not 
Already acknowledged and deſpiſed It i | 
true, indeed; he may-(tili:farther ctilightet: 
you bot to ent in yur Atuation, this 
_ would-aflard; rather a'new-accaſion tore - 
Gf the truth than an inducement to fob» | 
Jow it. | Religious truths, ant your -n 
ful paſſiontpare-tow:equally familiar to 
vont and yon haut, ſa-to-ſpeak; reconciled -—@ 
Acht and darkneſs withim put heft. 
„ II 
e 3 are 


ao — yy 


| Aaken un weriadic be the vuys f 
Go. Their teachers have ſome reaſon to 
_ wiſh chat they were fill in darkneſs and 
| bo erm eee Ree | 


een Gabe. 
ef chem: But, inſtead of /this, / they find 


proved ſo ſalutary to others, have only 
ſerved to heighten their condemnation, 
and render their condition more deſperate. 
The word of Gop has bee to them but 
as ſounding braſs; and, as the Apoſtle ſays, 
| - 4 [that been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteouſneſe, than 
K after they have known it to turn from 
them“ The Jews, after their return 
from captivity, being unacquainted with 
for a conſiderable time loſt, diſſolved into 
tears at the firſt reading of it by Ezra; 


they ſmote upon cheir breaſts; they quired 


the errors into which their intercourſe 
218 | 8 | they . 


seg 6 eee alt - . 198, 


they regulated heir conduct ry in die · 
tates: So ſtrong is the impreſſon made by 
truth at its "teſt ene 3 
ſerved afterwards to harden inſtead of im · 
proving them; and you will ever obſerve, 
the moſt enlightened ſinners are the moſt 
incorrigible. They talk more eloquently 

than their teachers of the vanity of this 


The knowledge of their danger ſeems to 
make them the more calm and unconcern- 
ed; and imagining they will at laſt find it 
as eaſy to love and follow truth, as it has 
been to become acquainted with it, they 
reſign themſelves, without remorſe, to the 
direction of their paſſions; and it is next 
to a miracle if ever 2 
cere or — none — 
LATER TE ok enn 
- Taxſecond thing which greatly forwards 
aan in the way of ſalvation, is the plea- 
ſure and ſatisfaction which attend the be- 
ginnings of piety and virtue; the delight- 
ful complacency which always ſprings up 
G 3 in 


world, and the importance of ſalvation. | 


16 Nee n 
bare) y Reed "from the aavery r? 


in a heart 
guilty paſſions, and che ſindere joy char 
flows from! a cbfHe¹nG at laſt diſburden- 
ed of che weiglrt df guik. „Nohing can 
be more rejoicing than the ſenſe 's man his 
of his own" deliverance from iniquity, and 


„ benſtiemve gives t 
i bun | 14e | 


inconftaiit Arid" in a new: and holy / nee; 
which they have frequently embraced and 
frequently abandoned. One Holy ſentiment 
is often fufficient ro Toten a heart till then 
obdurate and inſenſſhle: But che inton- 
ſtant have made chemſelves hearts Which 
are accuſtomed to feel, re gh, to groan, 
and to lament, and After warde to relapſe: 
Their tender ſouils ure moved wich every 
ching, büt never as they euglt c be. de 
is not a hardnefs of heart that will prove 
their ruin; but a ſenſibility of conſcience, 
which ſerves only to "flatrer,/bur* nt to 
reform them. It were better for theſe 
people chat they hall the ſtony heart ſpo- 
ken of by che Prophet, w Mel che _—_— 
i ry Wil BI. yorroo algo Fa 


Serge on fd 13. 
 ofii religious truth wopld Worte probably 
ſoften and reduce! to faith and dqbedience. 
But they have hearts of. Was, ſays che 
ſame inſpired writer, upon Which the lah 
impreſſion is alxays the moſt liyely; enſy 
tao be moved, difficult to be fixed; full 
ſenſibility when under the influence of rer 
gion; ſtill more ſo hen under the in- 
fluence of ſin: Deligheing in mothing but 
Gon while under the ſentiments. of peniy 
tent compundtian; delighting in nothing 
dut en nine ea 
heftith en ii ar nne e A es 
lt the atiarigeableiand: ire Glan Ganer | 
ſaw the danger attending his tuation, he 
vould tremble. and be oyerybelmed with 
borror. I wauld nat willingly ſay any 
thing to raiſe groundleſt texrors of any 
kind; but it muſt not be diſſemhled. and 
wich concern; I ſpeak it, chat it is ſeldom, 
very ſeldom, à man of a giddy variable 
terpper: can be reclaimed. from his ſins. 
The deciſion af chi Mmarter hy our; f 
ok; in the.words of she text, has ſomer 
thing very dreadful 1 85 it: No man put 


120 1b ting 


164 - — — 


*:ting his hand 4o-rhe-plough, and look« 


Ling back, is ft fur the kingdom of God 
Ounisr does not ſay he has loſt his title 


of being excluded from it;: bur he is not 
for the kingdom of Gon; i. e. his inclina- 


tions, temper, and diſpoſition of mind, 


are fuch as unqualify him for enjoying tho 
happineſs" of the Heavenly tate. When 


you ſay a man is unſit for any particular 


art or ſcience, you mean there is ſomething 


inconſtant man with regard to ſalvation; 
that of all characters his is the moſt in- 
compatible with the kingdom of Gop, and 
al all men e nnd ane 
to be ſayed. © 7 16 z baud 

Such eee eee 


3 der own. character, ſhould inſtantly exert 


their ſtrongeſt efforts; with an earneſt pe+ 

tition far, and humble dependence on, the 
Divine grace,” to be diveſted of it. They 
Wee take ſome pity on their ſouls, en- 
deavour 


allow him to ſucceed in it. And this is 
juſt what our Lon ſays of the variable 


$ * 
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Ap lay the 


5 — 


and improve to the utmoſt, any trace of 
Divine mercy and religious impreſſions 
that may ſtill remain in their hearts. And 
let al of us, my brethren, endeavour to 
ſettle upon our duty all che powers and 
affections of our ſouls, that being rooted 
and grounded in love to Gop and faith in 
the bleſſed Jzsvs, we may one day receive 
in Heaven that crown of glory and im- 
mortality ate emperor 
een ne D N 


TR. Ee ad *” ry 
. ; EET G Wie * * 


. a b 
* * , . 3 Ar 4Xs\ 6 : 


| | 
4 tn - 
voG Hf F434. on De. FC 31 * 3 Þ i det 4 s | 


187132 & % , B$4%7G01ih into Mor 


2881 5 er ** la; Gatte ns 7Þ14 Fa) 2 Kae 


1 N f 4 
3 


e 20; 299iRb. vloniies. nod ..oxct? 
> * 17 $I Yo 4 - 4 of 1415 . 28 Of * YEE — 


n 


N 7 1 - d 
terre „lern u. xd 4 5 - 
3 ORE eg dam , hog s 


"i 
ES . 


£  & 4 * ” "*. - 
town aff? Tor onamtivalig omoteldi or ods 
** h „ 1 a a * 


uw . - 
AL A ay r1 
ky NW 


% 


21520196 bien bn; itnio! . 
-.E-R.:M.0..N YE; 


N i 
i : 7 


201 1 roſes 17 2a 


* 
\ 4 


dat ta. ——— 23) bas Ni. o: wave 


To. 5617-408 Noa 2412 o3 qm bis 


0020620059027 Dis οονẽ,ẽ2 


D and dn enz: Hi «£477 1643 


The ApvanTacns to be reaped 


Bas 325 erer ADVERSITY; 9 17 


Deb 1 2130 16183 65 20 1993; 16 «4015955 
fs 31 4 Gy) © 2v0l ni 5b; N ag 


Db Sao Nam ss us Na et a 
e Fe, 60 fe end. 


un od od 02 b$l:m,moty ion 


Theſe are they which came out of great-tribula» | 


tion, and have waſhed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
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1 
f awe gu 
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F' onr bleſed Loxp had not by ki gra 
cious goſpel, diſcovered to us a certain 


proſpect of life and immortality in a future 
- comfort would the beſtof men paſs through 
the troubleſome pilgrimage of this world, 


- where 


. — * 


. happen to 
Virtue out af oountenance, and make 


| Hileher head bathed; while Vine glam 
in the open face of day, and exults in tri 
umphant ſucceſs? What is it which, in this 


uncertain ſtate, we can call our own? What 
ſecurity have we for the continuance, or 
even the enjoyment, of any portion of good 
which we poſſeſs? Me hold dur hands about 
it; but it inſenſibly eludes our graſp, and 
vaniſhes we know not how: and even in 

the moſt agreeable cup of life, many bieter 
ingredients wn 41 riches are the 
and difappomrments, attend our purſuit l 
How difficult the acquiſition, and bow few 
ſucceed in the attempt! Even hen obtain: 


ed, how precarious is the tenureʒ to hm ̊r 


many accidents are they expoſechby land: to 
what numnbereiby water! Ihe ſtorm rages 
at ſea; the ſcorching | drought Withers at 
land; diſeaſe empties the folds; fraudulent 


debtors drain the coffers; and the rich 


man of chis year cy eee 
the heut. 7539} ar oY 30h o Tarls Hud och b: 


"Yagi: + 8 { But 


xo + ddvantager to % Ser. 6. 
ut were the favours of fortune ever ſo 
ealily obtained; and, when obtained, were 
they bound to us by chains of braſs ; would 
ve even in that caſe be ſecure againſt the 
evils of life? Alas! care enters the palaces 
of the great, and a broken heart often ſits 
on the throne of kings. The burning fever, 
racking pain; and all the various harbin- 
gers of death, ſind entrance even into the 
apartments of ſtate: in this the lord and 
the beggar are on a level; all equally loſe 
— — 


eee eee enero ma 
night, the arrow that fleeth by day, the 
peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs, and 
deſtruction chat waſteth-at non- / - | - 
1% Bur this is not half the catalogue of the 
to. Read the chronicles of grief; attend 
to the figh chat is heaved in ſecret, and the 
; oe Z 8 


Sers. reupe from" Aut. 109 
ſolitary ſobbings of affliction the ſorroẽẽwa 
children in want: Liſten to the lamenta- 
tions of parents for the impiety of their 
offapring, more galling to a pious heart than 
ty of the hard - hearted. And can you need 
ſtronger arguments, than ſuch à view of 
our portion on earth, to make you take re- 
fuge in the bleſſed Religion of our Savi- 
OUR, which giveth joy to thought and 
comfort to ſorrow? And ſurely the reflec- 
how ſoon the moſt afflicting ſtate of our 
near grief dwells to mirth; how ſhort the 
paſſage, how thin the partition; the dread- 
ful uncertainty of all earthly bleſi might 
be ſufficient to awaken our attention, and 
excite us to aſpire after thut happinefs 
which, once attained, is never to be taken 
aan. ue e ein ac nee ien 
Nor let it diſcourage us, that, in ſome 
"VIUT3 1945 * * 
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Calamities of this world; for even the ſuſ 
ferings of good men promoted the propa- 
gatlon of truth. The Apoſtles of our Lozp | 
had to ſtruggle againſt che prejudices, pr 
fligacy, arid: erroncous opinions of the age 
they lived in, even againſt ſpiritual wicked - 
prieſts working upon the weakneſs of the 
people daily iuereaſed the number and ran- 
Cour of their enemies; priſpns were full, 
*  hocuſets:hdrangued, Judges thirſted for 
blood; and even the hall of guſtice was de- 
graded to a-flaughter-houſes > t 
After che reſt had glorified Go in their 
deaths; the Apoſtle 8t John was ſpared 
for a while to ſee perſecution in all its 
ſhapes, and at laſt to havr his ſhare of it. 
He ſa the Chriſtians much diſheartened 
by the multiplied unretmitting maſeries they 
were every hbur expoſed a: And though 


rance; though their minds were unſhaken 


dy misfortune; yet fleſh and blood ſtartled 


* — Ay" | 
Us} therefore 


. 


gen B. reaped fromuddirex/ty. 
| ehiefefore; the boly 85 John ſuggeſts | 
:givnitchdanroafieta ale; hour of wial; - 
Particularly in the paſſage 1 have trad, 
peculiar oe und peculiat privileges are 
pronmiſed ba them; who by faith and perſo- 
he bibod of the Lamb. 2d tano 
Ic ws cuſtomary in thoſe days, for every 
perforwho-ſoticited places of truſt and ho- 
naur, eicher civil or inilitaryi to make their 
Applicatioim clothed in white; from which 
Lircumſtance chèy were called ramdidanes. 
 Conquerorealſo appeareden this dreſs, and 
ſo did prieſto in che time of particular ſu- 


crifichs Whether the allüſion in the tert 


be wo dub vor ul uf theft chærusterng tür 
Happineſs, >faccedoful per ſevefumce, n 
| fasringq ui , ba N ab ai docotggas aw 
I. ſureiy need not meimiam ito you who 
waſhed in His blood. Chrilbunb need wer 
be cold of chat of which, t id to be hoped, 
ey daily think withigratitude and de- 

| 


| eld to the perfect in- 
noeende of our Redeemer's life; and when 
1 d added; “ who taketh away, the fins of 


the world,” it denotes! the unruffled ſe- 


r — 


of CHRIS TH; the deſtroying angel berate 
a guardian to that houſe where the blood 
of it was ſeeni. lt was in confidence of the 
efficacy: of this blood, and the unſpotted 
on, chat the ſaints and martyrs ſhrunk 


not from che hour of trial, bue locked en 


it as the harbinger of reſt and jo. 

Go be praĩſed, we meet nad with none 
ef itheſ&ſevere>trials: the ſword of perſe- 
- emibleſte&that leads to the honſe of Gon; 
ve approach in ſafety, and return in perfect 
 Geurity. + But ſtill we have troubles of 
another! kind;:which require all the com- 
fort of Religion to ſupport na under them. 
This is the ſubject to which at pteſent I 
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ile That it is forthe very bel eds bo 
often allows good men to ſuffer affliction. 
II. That the joys of another life are pro- 
per motives for encouraging our hopes, and 
ſuficient to ſupport us under theſe afflic- 
"> tions, And, 1 1. * 
| 08 That to bring us to wee joys 
ven 1 and _— 
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it; 


vel 1 the md . e- 
tions of good men; permit me to reſume 
that ſubject for a little, with a view, by 
their example, to diminiſh your too violent 
from viſionary happineſs below to real 
_ and ſubſtantial bleſs above. The ſervants 
of Gop have often been grieved when 
i che rod of the wicked has reſted on the 
lot of the righteous; for, lol the wicked 
bend their bow, they make ready their 

* arrow upon che ſtring, that they may 
* privily ſhoot at the upright in heart.“ 
any common 2 proves, that we 
ning H cannot 
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cannot form 'a;certain judgment of meri 
either by their misfortunes or ſucceſs; 
©. There is 4 juſt man that periſheth in his 
*:righteouſneſs, and there 1s a wicked man 
< thatprolongeth his life in his wickedneſs.” 
It is not obſervable, chat in the ordinary 
courſe of things, good men ſuffer more than 
the bad; they are leſs expoſed to ſome 
| hardſhips than the others; but in general 
are equally liable to afflictions: For the 
Almighty acts by general, not by partial 
laws; and his ſun ſhines equally on the 
evil and the good. But it has often been 
the will of Gop, either to promote the ge- 
neral or particular gracious ends of his pro- 
videnee, to afflict the beſt of men with very 
great calamities: For as gold is tried in 
the fire, fo is an acceptable man in che 
furnace of adverſity. Ahab, the wor- 
ſhipper of falſe gods and the perſecutor of 
the righteous, with Jezebel his cruel and 
wicked wife, ſat upon the throne of 1ſrac! 
when Elijah was hid in the caves of the 
wilderneſs : Herod was in honour when 
e was cut off in 
a priſon. 


Ser. 6. reaped from Adverjity. t ty 


priion. In the times of the goſpel there 
have been many ſuch inſtances; witneſs 
the Apoſtles, and all who ſuffered perſe- 
cution and death for the teſtimony of Jz- 
30 and a good conſcience, while ſuch 
monſters as Nero ſeized the imperial 
ſceptre; and how different do we often ſee 
the ſtate of che irreligious and pious even 
in our ou. days, when Religion is too 
much deſpiſed, and even laughed at, and 
the man of plain manners made frequently 
the ſubject of ridicule. Is not the man in 
honour, who fitteth in the chair of the 
ſcornful, © to open his mouth in blaſphemy 
* againſt'GoD and his tabernacle, and thoſe 
% who dwell in heaven?” Yer he is ſtill ſafe 
from juſtice ; the fire of Heaven falls not 
on his head; nor does the earth open and 
ſwallow him alive. Will not this, there- 


fore, teach us to ſuſpend our judgment of 


the defigns of Providence, till we have 
more light to direct our opinions? Shall 
we venture to conclude, that a man ſtands 
low in the favour of Gop, becauſe of his 
Pry and aflictions ?. Lazarus, the hap- 

H 2 8 p 


116 Adudntager to e Ser. G. 


Py Laxarus, was full of fores; and had not 
pbread to eat. Many a diſtinguiſhed man 
of great faĩth and eminent virtue has po- 
verty and diſeaſe to encounter. From 
what exalted happineſs did Job fall! The 
mielanchohy detail of his mis fortunes was 
cloſed with tlie moſt inſupportable of the 
hole, all his children at one ſtroke ta- 
ken from him; and this followed by 
the moſt dates ahi: noiſome' diſeaſe. 
What hardſhips did the Apoſtles of our 
Lon undergo? their backs were ſcourged 
with rods, and their bodies burned with 
fire. What account do the Acts give of the 

troubles and misfortunes of St Paul? Hear 
his own declaration- In labours more 
d abundant, in ſtripes! above meaſure, in 
priſons more frequent, in deaths oft; of 
the Jews five times received I forty ſtripes; 
* fave one; thrice was I beaten with rods; 
*-thrice I ſuffered ſhipwreck; a-night and 
* day I have been in che deep; in jour- 
neying, often in perils of water, in perils 
of robbers, in perils of mine own coun- 
e ha in pe: 
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* rils of; falſe brethren; in wearineſe, in 
* painfulneſfs, in watching often,. in hun- 
Ager and. chirit,.i0 e ae re eg 5 
Sand: lar! 11 $5443 ide 
When th ey? intepniaybebokde * 
in triumph, the companion of the great, 
and the boſom friend of the powerful, he 
is apt, in a gloomy humour; co exclaim, 
Verily I have cleanſed my heart in vain, 
and waſhed my hands in innocence.“ 
Fain would he account for che intricacies 
of Providence, but clouds and darkneſs ter- 
minate rhe view; and in vain his limited 
viſdom attempts do penetrate the veil. But 
chaugh we cannot fathom the deeps of in- 
finite Wiſdom, enough may be learned 
from the book of nature by the unpreju- 
diced obſerver, but ſtill more from divine 
revelation, to prove that Gos is equally juſt 
and good and from what we do know, 
we may learn to reap from afflictions the 
greateſt an mention 
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acquire a perfect ſubmiſſion to the will of 
Gop; by whoſe appbintments every event, 
ſeemingly the moſt caſual; is directed, and 
dy whoſy ſuperintending providence the 
apparently greateſt evils are rendered pro- 
ductive of the higheſt happineſs. -See the 
-remarkable trial of Abraham and ſlavery 
of Joſeph. - We read of the dreadful diſ- 
treſſes of Job, of Jeremiah; and many other 

great names of old ; we ſee the great lights 
of the New Teſtament enduring afflition; 
St Stephen che leading martyr, Peter and 
Paul, James and John, thoſe/ancient wor- 
thies, holy ſaints and pillars of the houſe of 
God.” Bur what are even theſe, when we 


ebe ug ere eG gen 
and rejected, a man of ſorrows and ac- 


Ausainted wich grief? Will not all - theſe 


diſpoſe us cheerfully to bear our own but. 

den, without repining under the yoke? The 
 Hefigns of our heavenly Father are all ehe 
offspring of kindneſs, mercy, and benevo- 
lence; nor would his choſen faithful ſer- 
5 wants have des expoſed a ſuch ſevere 
| hardſhips 
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mee inſenſibility of affliction; 


_ _ complaining of pain, and rational expreij- 


ſioni of grief, are not inconſiſtent with. 
but prove the ſincerity and value of, our 
reſiguation: While we are in the body, we 


muſt feel what gives it pain; and he ww 


has the aſſections of a father, cannot be 
without a father's feelings. How much 
vas David afflited? in vhat melting ſtrains 
does he give vent to his ſorrows? With 
vrhat keen ſenſibility does Job expreſs 2 


But, ſubmiſſian to the will of Gov, by. | 


' 


ſenſe of his afflictions, poverty, and diſeaſe? 


But he corrects all with this reflection, that 


every thing grievous to him came from 
the moſt friendly hand: The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away, bleſſed 
de the name of the Lord. And this re- 
flection was ſuggeſted by the conſidera- 


tion of his former proſperity: Shall I 


* receive good at the hand of the Lord, 
and ſhall I not alſo receive evil?” Let 
. then, make the ſame uſe of the misfor- 
H 4 tunes 
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tubes of lien The fever Which Ape ithe! 
props of your exiſtence is the doing of the 
Almighty: It is he who looſens your joints, 
ſhakes your bead with palſy, and deprives 
your eyes of i ſight: It is he who gave you 
children for an appointed time; and a hair 
of their heads falls not without the know. 
ledge of 'your: Heavenly Father. Should 
he recal them to himſelf in the bud of in- 
nocence, or in the bloom of youth; he wha 
alone was the Author of their exiſtence, 
alone knows when it is beſt that the pre- 
ſent ſhould ceaſe; therefore be it ours to 
ſay, His will be done If he gives hurt 
twenty years, it is our trueſt wiſdom ta 
make that ſhort life long by crowding it 
_ with virtuous deeds; if he grants us forty, 
ve have the more to account for; and if 
© Fourſcore, let us remember that we ought 
to bring our grey hairs with honour to the 
grave. When we mourn for the loſs of 


our beſt friends, hen the cords of our 
deareſt affections are broken aſunder; let 
us reflect ho oſten they are in mercy ta- 
ann from * evil to come ; how of- 

; | en 
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. in kindneſs to 0 parhaps | 
had ſinfully doated upon chem: Our af 
fections had wandered from Gob, and 


back. Let us, therefore, humbled in the 
duſt, kiſs the chaſtening rod, and ſay, I 
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Alf our ſubmiſſion and reſignation are 
fincere, weſhalicreap as the fruit of them 
the ſovereign balm of patience; we: ſhall 
conſider that: our trials in che ſchool of a 
fliction will ſuon be over, and if properly 
ſupported, will end in happineſs ſupreme. 
Then why eryglike children? What can 
that avail us? Impatience may lengthen 
and increaſe, but never will ſhorten cala - 
mity. Afflictions are the madicines of life, 
though bitter ta ſwallow; they bring health 
to the ſoul, as the cutting off x gangrened 


limb ſaves the body from death. But how 
ſtrong is human patience ini proſecution of 
worldly enjoyments? Pleaſure or profit in 
expectation makes travel ſweet; ; we ſet our 

face 


i che Lordi det him- de hat ſermeb 


mice to ds Grm; we a the 
| barren defart j we endure the burning heat 
af the fourth, or the never · melting froſt of 
e with 
unſhiaken patience and unremitting aſſi- 
duity— For what? A little money; a little 
reſpect; or a glare of reputation which we 
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| Nos pronoun race that is ſet before 
us, to attain an inheritance uncorruptible, 
|  undefilech and chat fadeth er tes 
AR neee alt barhiw, eee 
III Atornes eee 


God. When che friends of our boſom 
detray us, when our riches make them- 


ſelves wings and fly from us, and when 
_ eagerly purſuing honour we meet with re- 
proach und contempt; Religion offers her 
ſoothing comfort, and aſſures us of happi- 


neſt more certain and Permanent than 
NU what 


. SIT. 
#< 4 


wat ws valoly; promiced by our former | 
attachments. Ds er Abit 
Wben we. fold eee into ins bull cf | 
I, the-worlt; we form vaſt projects; our ee 
takes in a wide proſpect, and every deſire · 
able object ſeemi within dur reach; we 
prupoſe that we and ours ſhall far outſhine 
thoſe of out rank: difficulties vaniſh, and 
tonfidence incteaſes. But a ſhort time 


diſcovers how little is to be made of or 


airy unſubſtantial febemes : One difficulty | 
occurs, an hundred follow; which we had 
neither imagined not foreſeen; and our 
taottering deſigns begin to appear like the 
dreams of a fick: man; or the unſubſtantial 
forms of arvariegated fky;;:; Repeated dif- 
appointments leſſen our fondneſs for world - 
ly projets; afflictions looſen our attach- 
ment to the vanities of life; and we begin 
to liſten to the gentle voice of Religion, 
Gop, “the giwer of every good and per- 
* fect gift.” It is good for me, ſays 
the Pſalmiſt, that I have been afflicted.“ 
e prof} perity would . make 
. 


8 — 
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tien: But a reverſe of fortune ſhowys us 


the true eſtimate of life; it takes off che 
Slare — 1 | 


fon —— youth as: 1 
ar evening s froſt may blaſt z:comelineſs of 


perſon as the- glittering of the ſun upon 


bras grain of duſt. Ina word, we find, 
_ that favour is deceitful and beauty is vain; 
wie therefore gladly turn to where there 
me beauty und riches. incapable of decay. 
Diſtreſd is te nurſe of devotion; the moſt 


thouphtleſs fly to ĩt when they are depri 


of friends, or fall into great misfortunes; 
from afflictions they go to their knees; and 
when friends forſake them, they endeavour 
to abtain che favour of eben Fu T 
dyat n a Hoog 1 1 7 2 11 
bs ifi N nf 146114 "IN 101 Ist 
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apt to render us proud and ungrateful; 
wotild make us forget God, and deſpiſe 
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taken a ſhort ſurvey of che troubles, 
afflictions, and calamities, incident, to. our 
mortal exiſtence, and indeed neceſſary in 
a ſtate of probation; to form our minds 
for the practice of every virtue, to purify 
our — 00058: ſenſpal 
T | objects, 
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ns, 
objects, to idſpire i us with a love of ratio- 


nal pleaſures here, and give us a reliſh | for, 
and fit us for partuking of, ſpiritual enjoy- 


gt Ser. 7. 


ments and ſupreme felicity in à ſtate of 
immorrality hereafter, I propoſed to ſhow, 
I. Thar it is for the very beſt ends God 


obe A000 good men to foffer affliction. 


II. That the joys of another life are pro- 


per motives for encouraging our hopes, and 


ſufficient to ſupport us under theſe atllic= 
tions. And 
II. That to bring us to ' Gale bor 


55 our dad and ded. ey 
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| afflidtions recorded of many eminent ſer- 
vants of Gop both in the Old and New 


Teſtament, that from their example we 
might fortify our minds againſt ad verſity, 


wiſely confidering that our heavenly Fa- 
ther does not afflict willingly, nor grieve 


"His ne r men hat chough be 
«cauſe grief, yet will he have compaſſion 


according to the multitude of his mer- 


tat 9 ſer- 


1 | vants 
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tages, which we might reap from making 
a proper ule of the afflictions of life: Such 
as, I,, An humble ſubmiſſion and reſigna- 
tion to the will of God; 2dly, Patience; 


Ay, To ſhow thas afMitions e he 


; beſt winde oc Gude If we: have all 


things to our with, we ſhall be apt to ſay, 
* it is good for us to be bere. When 


+ our tables are full, our cups overflow, and E 


our friends ſtand firmly by us, we ſhall be 
in danger of looking no farther than the 
preſent hour; while we are totally engroſ- 
ſed by vanity and diſſipation, we ſhall aci- 
ther think of, nor wiſh for, any other hea- 
ven: and as Religion is entirely rupug- 
nant to this way of life, we ſhall bi apt to 


= take our leave of it, and form for ourſelves 


2 . ſet of principles better fitted for our pre- 
77; ſent 


began to enumerate ſome of theſe advanr = 
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Sahidroriet ignoratitand credulous z but 
_ Wiconviftion of the uncertainty: of our c 
atthly: happineſs, leads us to think of what 
Werde not ſee; reconciles us tothe myſte- 
ries of Religion, and enables us to diſcover 
che majeſtie dignity of the Son of the Moſt 
_ High, under the mean appearance of Jzsvs 
of Nazaret * 
Ie was vant und diſtreſi that firſt brought ä 
this rioters fon to think of returning to his 
Father's houſei- Even Manaſſeh, the wicked 
blood-hardened Manaſſch, was reclaimed 
by' the evils he felt. It is natural for man 
hen ke finds nothing but gloom and miſ- 
fortune hanging over him, to think if there 
iiur comfort to be expected. in futurity: 
He' eagerly wiſhes there were ſome. ſolid 
fdumdatien whereon he inighr-eftabliſh 
ſome rational hope on permanent felicity: 
That wiſh leads him to conſult the ſacred 
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his ſoul is enlightened: knowledge enlar- 
ges his mind; he begins to meditate with 
comfort on the Author of his exiſtence; and 
with gratitude adores the Lamb that was 
+ flain from the beginning of the world,” 9 
to redeem him with his atoning blood, and | 
give him n‚7-:můmw ; 2 
from him. Beſides, 4 4 
-*5thly, It is afflition that proves the fig | 
cerity of our profeſſions. This was the field 
in which the Apoſtles were tried: they 
were brought before judges and rulers; and 
there was no ſeverity which they had not 
to dread and expect. It was put in their 
choice, either eo deny Jxsvs, or to ſuffer 
impriſonment and death: but they valued 
not their lives at ſo high a price as denying 
the Lord that bought them. Their trials 
made their faith more known, and better 
aſcertained their fincerity, than if they 
had not encountered ſuch difficulties. In 
this manner ſhould our attachment to oo 
principles of our holy Religion appear; v 
muſt not only confeſs CHRIST in — 


ſhine, but alſo in che ſtormy when our 
1 lives 
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pers, and prepare us to feel for others in 
adverſity. Too little does the man who 
is clothed in purple and fine linen, and 
fareth ſumptuouſly every day, think of his 
poor neighbour who has not bread to give 
his children: But diſtreſs once felt by our- 
ſelves, makes us readily ſympathiſe with 
the indigent and afflicted. I do not here 
ſuppoſe that there are not men in the 
higheſt rank and affluence poſſeſſed of che 
moſt humane and tender diſpoſitions: 
Gon forbid ſuch an uncharitable or ill- 
grounded opinion ſhould ever come from 
this place; I only mean that an uninter- 
rupted proſperity is a moſt dangerous thing 
for men in general, and too apt to weaken 
their ſenſibility of the misfortunes of 
others. Neither do I ſappoſe that the af- 
flicted are always more virtuous chan the 
proſperous. Poverty itſelf leads to many 
vices, and often he who aſks your alms is 
a perſon of abandoned principles, By the 
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unfortuciate; 1 mean thoſe . with a 
juſt ſenſe of Religion, are piouſly reſigned 
to their lot; not thoſe whom adverſity has 
hardened; or whoſe'misforruntes have ariſen - 
from their impiety and crimes. And as 
there are many other calamities beſides 
poverty, the giddy rich may be brought to 
ſerious reflection by the diſeaſes they feel, 
the 16ſs of their children; and other acci- 
dents, to which all men are equally expo» * 
ſed: 8o chat in every ſtate a man has occa+ 
fion to apply theſe obſervations to himſelf, 
We all pray to be kept from adverfity; yet 
proſperity, though a great bleſſing, when 
properly uſed, may by thoughtleſsneſs be 
made a heavy curſe.” Whatever, therefore, 
16 our lot; let us not repine, but endea- 
vour to turn it to the beſt advantage; ba- 
lancing preſent adverſity with future hap» 
wore ene brings me to _— FY5 
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gt Paul ſayn of the Chriſtians of his time, 
Af in this life only we have hope, we are 
af all men moſt miſerable.” And well 
might he ſay ſo; for then, indeed, every 
evil combined to imbitter their ſtate; they 
were hunted down like wild beaſts, and the 
| ſtreets were deluged'with' their blood; fa- 
ther and ſon, brother and ſiſter, fell toge- 
ther; and even children at the breaſt felt 
the knife or devouring flames. But the 
ſure and certain hopes of another life made 
them more than conquerors over the great 
| eſt afflictions of this. The Apoſtle himſelf 
had his full ſhare of them; but he did not 
reckon = the ſufferings of this life worthy 
to be compared with the -joys that 
< were to be revealed in the next.” There 
every thing is to be adjuſted, the cloud 
that now hangs over the intricate mazes 
of Providence diſpelled; then will the ways 
of Gop be fully vindicated to men; and 
"thoſe things which now perplex our reaſon, 
will perplex it no more. What comfort, 
then, for us to conſider, that our light 
* afflictions, — are but for a moment, 


* ſhall 
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„ ſhall work out for us a mort exceeding; 
weight of glory?” When friends betray 
us, enemies inſult, and our children for- 
ſake us; what happineſs for us to ſee where 
all will terminate! What pain to think 
how fleeting this life, how tranſitory its 
joys! but how delightful to know that 
other joys, and another, even an immortal 
life; are in view! and what Gop has mer- 
cifully revealed of theſe, may teach and 
enable us to bear every Wing here with 
3 and cheerful hope. bo 
-1/, We ſhall in another life be free from 
pain and ſorrow. They ſhall hunger no 
more, neither thirft any more, and all 
tears ſhall be wiped from their eyes.“ 
How unſtable is every thing around us 
here the friends of our youth, the compa» 
nions of our beſt years, are taken from us; 
and we often left lonely in our declining 
days, with none to be the ſtaff of our feeble 
age. But when we ſhall have breathed 
our laſt expiring ſigh, theſe changes, and 
their conſequent griefs, ſhall no more affect 
us. a 1s now our grief ſhall then be- 
| 5 . come 


134 2 Ser- y. 
; ä look back on the 
pains and ſorrows we have felt, and bleſt 
God who kindly ſent them to diſengage us 
from thoſe things which dach ces kay | 
hold of our affections. 17 His 1 
In this life, what eee 
us eaſe and plenty in the evening of our 
bodies to be cut, and ſhrink not even from 
burning. But in both caſes, we act on a 
bare poſſbility of ſucteeding. Our aim at 
opulence may fail, and another diſeaſe may 
ſpring from the root of the former. But 
where we are going, things can never grow 
worſe; no peraduenture is there againſt us; 
pain and grief can never inhabit that coun» 
try. There our bodies ſhall be for ever free 
from tears, and our feet from falling; no 
more ſhall conſcience imbitter reflection; 
no more ſhall we tiread the power of the 
oppreſſor, the malice of the wicked, the 
nen EY een 
coped 
24% 
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aal, We ſhall be no more ſubject to 
death. This is the laſt enemy we have to 
overcome; the fear of this chills our warm- 
eſt hopes, and throws a gloom over all our 
worldly ſchemes. Though we were poſleſ- 
ſed of the ſword of David, or the wealth of 
Solomon; though we were. rulers of the 
whole earth; how ſoon muſt we part with 
all? “O death (ſays the wiſe man, ) how bit- 
ter is the remembrance of thee to the man 
ho liveth at reſt in his poſſeſſions, and 
* hath proſperity in all things?” How gal- 
ling the thought of being cut ſhort in the 
midſt of enjoyment; and while he flatters 
Himſelf with a perpetuity of bliſs, to re- 
| fled, thax © 5 g 
| "pave of him? ? 
-- The beſt of men feel cane en to 
part with the body, their old companion; 
to bid adieu to their faithful friends; to take 
a long farewell of the deareſt connections 
of the heart; to part with dutiful children, 
and, perhaps, to leave them in ſtraitened 
circumſtances to the mercy of an unfeeling 
world: they are every way loth to take 
; 14 | that 


again with thoſe; for whoſe departure be- 
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that tai, chat unknown journey; ſome 
doubts will be apt to ſpring up in their 
minds, fill ſubjected to the weakneſs of 
the body; nor can they entirely diveſt 
themſtlves of ſome apprehenſions about 
their future condition. But how glorious 
the change, when the bitterneſs of death is 
paſt! when, conſcious that after millions of 
years our ſtate of bliſs ſhall be no nearer 

an end! What joy ſhall we feel at meeting 


fore us we ſo much grieved! Thoſe who 
have ſhared our joys and ſbrrows on earth: 


Thoſe whom we have: foſtered in infancy, . 


and guarded in youth; whoſe ſmiles have 

cheered our hearts; and whoſe opening 

minds we have regarded with fond, 'yet | 
anxious, expectations: Thoſe, whoſe heads 
we have ſupported in ſickneſs, and whoſe 
uneaſineſs we have ſoothed with comfort! 
Our parting has been but for a moment. 
But then, happy thought! we ſhall meet to 
part no more; no more ſuffer anxiety, no 
more dread diſenſe That climate is not 


tion; 


innen wes int rale 
--1But,:3d/y,; What is ſtill a ſuperior bleſs 
ang. we ſhall be for ever free from ſin. 5 
bur holigeſs-is of greater value:. TO Mehl 
a tear for the afflicted; is of more worth 
than: to be able to number the ſtars; to be 
the friend of the ꝓoor, the ſupport of me- 
rit, the ſervant of Gop, and: the believer 
in Cn RIsT, makes a man more valuable 
than all the knowledge on earth could make 
him. In this ſtate of our exiſtence, how 
great ſoever qur knowledge and deſire of it 
may be, yet we labour under paſſions and 
prejudices, are miſled by error, deceived by 
falſehood, and ſurrounded with tempta- 
tions. Otrretched man that Tam, ſays Sr 
Paul, who ſhall deliver me from the body 
* of this death? but thanks be to Gor 
through Jesvs CnRIsT, Who has given 


ſin ſhall be totally overcome; envy, malice, 
and reſentment, can no more affect us: Vice 
js not the growth of that country, but is 
77 


/ 


3 —— ger.. 
baniſhed to che difizel regions of darkneſs, 
where miſery and mourning dwell, and 
ſhall for ever dwell. In heaven, our deſires 

bt PLP TR righteouſneſs ſhall be 
nite. ———— 
jet us cheerfully ſuſtain the lot of mor- 
< filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, perfect 
i holineſi in the fear of Gov.” To fix this 
the deeper in your ee. be eee to 
dh AA AEST 99 | wo PE 
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Canter falfered and died. wa 

What would become of * bad "ot no 
e but on ourſelves? Whither 
could we turn? To what hand, to what 
reſource? God is indeed merciful, but his 
merey is directed by wiſdom and juſtice. 
This even the Heathen: ſaw by the light of 
nature; they were ſenſible. of their own 


inſufficiency: to atone: for their ſins; and 
therefore had recourie to ſacrifices, proceſ- 
| 5 and a thouſand other con- 


trivances 


trivances of a fickly fancy, to expiate their 
_ guilt; and one of their beſt and wiſeſt phi- 
loſophers, convinced of the inſufficieney oi 
all theſe things, declared his belief, chat ſome 
celeſtial Being would ſome time or other 
know what they were ignorant of, being 
witneſſed by the law and the prophets: 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lon D 
Insus CAST, the God of all comfort, 
that the true Meſſiah ha come to be à man of 
ſorrows and acquainted with grief. Salva- 
tion to our Gon that ſitteth upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb that taketh away 
the ſins of the world. Glory and chanks- 
giving, honour, power, and might, be a- 
ſcribed to our dor 4 1e n of 
fallen man! SW. nin: 
This bee mike; of ſhowing 
mercy was made known even from the 
time when vice firſt ftained the faireſt and 
nobleſt work of Gon in this lower world. 
Abraham and his children knew of theſe 


eee 
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kon keep up the memory of the gracious 
| — —— ABNES I of 
the: Meſſiah's kingdom like one who had 
ſeen them; he is che goſpel Prophet, and 
_ writes in raptures of the happineſs of ages 
| 5 
tinctiy to the very time of our Logp's ap- 
the hoſt of Heaven deſcend to congratu- 
late the happy accompliſhment of the pro- 
miſe, and hail the. deſire of all nations“ 
with a triumphant ſong of joy, Glory to 
« God in the Mehta carthi pence; _ 
* good-will towards men.. 20/09) . 
From the moment of our Savioun's 
d ebe to hardſhips; born 
of the Virgin in a low eſtate, and laid in a 
manger; even that very day, his enemies 
lay in wait for him, and the wicked Herod 
thirſts for his blood. Through life he was 
deſpiſed, haraſſed, and perſecuted; the ſer= 
vants of the houſe of God, even the ex- 
plainere of the law, join in conſpiracy. 
againſt him. His enemies, almoſt the whole 
nation; his friends few, men of no name; 


one 
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one of them baſely ſold him; and to finiſh 
the meaſure of his: ſorrows, he was given 
up to die like a ſlave on a croſs. On every 
ſide you ſee the deepeſt diſtreſs; but be- 
huold him, meek; lowly, and collected wich- 
in himſelf. Though oppreſſed and afflicted, 
though brought like a lamb to the ſlaughter, 
yet, as a ſheep before her ſhearers is dumb, 
ſo he opened not his mouth. Surely he 
*.was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he 
* was bruiſed for our iniquities; for he was 
cut off out of the land, and for the tranſ- 
greſſions of the people was he ſtricken.” 
I it for us to repine when he endured 
ſo much, and procured for us ſuch un- 
ſpeakable happineſs by his ſufferings ? His 
blood was the propitiation for the fins of 
many. Heaven had been for ever ſhut 
againſt us, but that the Son of the Moſt 
High by his own blood reconciled us to 
the Father; the peace of Gop, through 
our Loxp, has been declared; the gates of 
heaven are opened; and an inheritance un- 
| corrupted, undefiled, and 2 e 
— 18 reſerved * us. 


1 
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” In revings fon vll this, ſhall we not love 
and fear that graeious and merciful Gop, 
who has redeemed us, not with ſilver or 
gold, but with'the'blood of Cunisr, as of 
a lamb without'fpot'or blemiſſi; Who has 
given us never fading-riches and honours 
that are not to be tarniſtied Where then 
is that gratitude, and every good principle 
vrhich ſhould fill our hearts and adorn our 
nves? Aud ſhall we not love the Lox 
himfelf? Yes, moſt bleſſed Jasus! we 
will adore, love, follow, and obey thee; 
who haſt broken the gates of braſs,” who 
haſt thrown down the walls of iron, Who 
 Haſt unpeopled the houſe of Satan, and 
' made us kings and prieſts with thyſelf, 

Let us, my brethren, ſnow that we love 
God and his CRN by the proof he him- 
ſelf requires, by keeping his commmand- 
ments; by the goodneſs and integrity of 
our lives. It was fin, though nor Bf, who 
knew none, that made him expire on the 
croſs: Shall we then give it harbour ? The 
Loxd of mercy forbid that it ſhould any 


longer have dominion over us. Let your 
2 houſes 
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bitations of ſincere Chriſtians. Let faith 


and hope, love and charity, dwell ever in 5 


our hearts and influence our actions. And 


as we have now ſo near a proſpect of ſnow- 
ing forth the Lorp's death, and making 


a ſolemn and public profeſſion of our being 
his faithful diſciples, let our - unfeigned 
obedience daily prove the ſincerity of our 
faith; then ſhall theſe our profeſſions turn 
to our eternal honour and infinite advan- 
tage; our ſouls ſhall be made white by the 
blood of the Lamb; and we ſhall rejoice 
for ever in his heavenly kingdom. There- 
Fore unto him that loved us and waſhed us 


from our fins in his own blood, and hath 
made us kings and prieſts unto Gop and 


his Father, to him be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


a 
- 
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houſes and mine be diſtinguiſhed as the ha- 
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- TE eee but when 
994 — abt: off, his father ſaw 
Heim, and had compaſſion on him, and fell on 
0 eee kiſſed bim. Aud the fon ſaid 
* umto him, Father, I bave famed againſt hea- 
ven, and in thy fight, and am no more zb 


:: thy to be called Te! rao n Tres 
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1 HERE are various ways, my bre- 
thren, of conveying inſtruction; bus 
none ſeems better adapted to the generality 
of mankind than this of parable. One ad- 
vantage itevidently poſſeſſes beyond others; 


and it is this, that no other method ſo 
| much 


I — _ tg 
:minch;engages che atention or aflits che 
mmory. Men are a compound of reaſon 
and-paſſion ; therefore, in giving inſtruc- Eh 
tion, we ſhould addreſs ourlelves to both. 
Bare unaddorned truth may be ſufficient for 
- philoſophers; but with the bulk of mann 

kind, we ſhall much better ſucceed, if we 
recommend truth hy the means of fancy. 
Hlenee it is, that the writars of greateſt note, 
and who have ſtood the teſt of ages, abound 
with ſtrong images or pictures, if I may call 
them ſo, drawn from life; with metaphors, 
bold allegories, and ſublime alluſions, . In 
this manner, virtue appears. in the moſt 
charming and capti vating ©. 
diſcovered, vice checked, co pre ry 
— 2 II l 
laid open to our view. 10 | 
- "In his pirice way, youbnd ee 
conveyed without giving any of- 
fence, The Old Teſtament abounds with 
examples of this guarded, yet forcible, me- 
thod of inſtruction. The firſt parable men- 
rioned in hiſtory ie that very ſine one of 
| 6 
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— Kicig, When the people 
of Sechem were too warm to attend calmly 
to open counſel, chey liſtened with pati 
ence to a well imed and expreſſive fable. 
When David had been guilty of the moſt 
groſi and monſtrous crimes, to have been 
told to his face that he was an adulterer 
and murderer, could have had no other ef- 


the conviction that followed Nathan's par- 


able of the ewe lamb, and the application 
of it to himſelf? Au D783 anon; e 
Our bleſſed Saviour; youles, frequently 


teproves men for the ill uſe they make of 


wealth by the parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus; —to encite us to improve every op- 
portunity of well doing, he gives that of 
the talentsʒ the great danger, and the diſ- 
mal conſequences. of affected delays, and 
being ſlothful in the duties of Religion, 
are moſt ſtrikingly diſplayed in the parable 
Aa cg ver d 
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| recitelies which-follow, in different difpo- | 


fitions; the preaching of his goſpel, are ele- 


_ thei ſower. There is indeed ſcarce any fault 
which he does not reprove, or any virtue 
Ne Lone aa PE e ee 
; direct way. e n ie 
But of all his parables, there is none 
more celebrated, or more beautifully 
tender, than that of which the text is 
a part; whether you conſider the compo- 
ſicion or the ſubject, it equally claims 


gantly and forcibly repreſented in that of 


e we. Hate we meer — 


blime ſimplicity fo much admired, but ſo 
ſeldom ſeen; every word is big with mean 
ing, and every part neceſſary to che whole. 


How natural appears the frar and dread 


which the prodigal ſon entertains of his 
much injured father; how kind, how ten- 

dy the father to the. ſon, whom he thoughe 
| K 2 loſt 


4.70 
* 


. Obſerve next the deſign of the parable. 


of heaven as what of right belonged; to 


Kos 


0 1 Send. 
loſt:to ne der! He'raiſes — 
dejected, cuts ſhort bis humiliating cunfeſ- 
5 bannen kia, with de Arte- er 
5 eee eee 


to hope fr)nhn . 


The Pliarifees and teachers of the law had 
ſuch an high opinion of their on worth; 
that they expected to obtain the happineſs 


them; and che ſame pride which inſpired 
them with ſa much ſel · ſufficichey, led 
them to an abſolute contempt of all others. 


; g The . 11ed: | - 0 88 N 5 
1 re. 8 ders ating N 
eſt malevolence againſt the publicans, Who 
| were the inſtruments of the Roman op- 


preſſion! under. which their nation groaned; 
they „ WS eee 
r n 


f | endangeting bis innocence. 80 natrow, 


indeed, were the notions of the mercy of 


Dod, cy eee, 


ef | { | 1 oP 


give 


of Abraham; and it was-2o:correft theſe 
miſſtaken and abſurd opinions that he poke 
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een „Gentile penitent, however: ſineere 


bis oontrition might be for his former bad 
Ute. This is the reaſon hy in che begin- 
niz of this chapter, you find them blamin * 


our Saviour for keeping: company and 
familiarly converſing with publicans and 
any ſinners who were not the deſcendants 


this and che two preceding parables, The 


intention of all che three ig to ſhow, that 
the Almighty is not hard- hearted like man; 


that he does not eagerly graſp. at opportu- 


nities of revenging his inſulted laws and 
injured honour ; but would much rather 


his offending creatures ſhould repent and 
amend, and ſo become the N 11 
merey, favour, and protectian. 


Though our ſins Wee em, ever by 


highly aggravated, we are aſſured by the 


lips of infallible truth, that the Father af 


mercies will pardon us, if e, from a deep 


_ forrow for our offences, and with ſincere 
reſblutions of amendment, humbly and 


þ III his merey and forgive- 


K 3 _ neſs, 
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' himſelf; becoming ſenfible of his dange- 


neſs.” Aud from the fame authority we are 
told, that it affords the moſt tranſporting _ 
3 the ſaints and bleſſed angels in 
eaven, to ſee one of the rebellious ſubjecis 
of -Gop een ee his due and alle. 
3 Mete wren „ Hrifftg 
This comfortable m our. bleſſed 
| Lows! Willa, firſt, by the parable of 
the loſt ſheep; then, by that of the loſt piece 
of filver; and, laſtly, by this of the prodigal 
fon; themoſt comfortable and encouraging 
to ſinful mortals: There the Deity is re- 
preſented under the endearing notion of a 
Find, tender, aid affectionate father, and 
all mankind as his children. The fon 
leaving his father's houſe, affords a ſtri - 
king emblem of the finner forſaking his 
Gop; and the huſks the ſon was obliged 
to eat, ſignify the miſerable condition to 
"which every finner ſooner or later brings 
himſelf. In this animated picture, you per- 
ceive the undutiful ſon beginning to know 


Tous and deplorable fituation; ſorrowful for 
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his ownunworthineſs. On the other hand, 
is placed in our view, the tranſcendant 
mercy. and goodneſs of God, deſcribed in 
the kind indulgence and placability of an 
affectionate father. No ſooner does the 
avwakened penitent bend before the throne | 
of grace, and earneſtly beg to be reconciled. 
to his Maker, than the King of kings holds 
out the golden ſceptre, and comforts the 
dejected heart with the hopes of mercy 
and forgiveneſs. Zaftly, Here the happineſs 
conſequent upon the pardon of fin is repre- 
ſented by the beſt robe being given him, 
and the faced Gra ratio atten 
ee, 5 
1 — from me E e e 

| of chis beautiful parable, to ſer. before you 
che miſerable ſtate of the ſinner, and the 
happy condition of the Edele Ponineur; 
under the following diviſions, 
I. The parable ſhows 8 con- 
dition of thoſe who are at enmity with 
God, and the afflicting ſorrow of a. peni- 
tent when he becomes ſenſible of his Fan. 
223 ; - K'4 Die Hines 4 


, 


II. Votes the condudt of a ſinner oon - 
| ſendent wpon that forrow.. - ; 
III. The great —— e es 
ane. And, : 
IV. Den bappiek which flows 


been, e liga 


of] 1 W ſhows ed 
condition of thoſe who are at enmity wich 
ba Gop, and their afflicting ſorrow for having 
made ſuch à very ill uſe of, and ſuch un- 
grateful returns for, the many advantages 
they enjoyed. The father beſtows on his 


I ale; a 
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don his full ſhare of his goods, and the ſon 


_ employs them to the vileſt purpoſes. The 
fins he was guilty of are privileged by. 
their impurity from being expoſed. as they 
deſerve. A modect tongue cannot. relate, 
nor a modeſt car rective, without great un- 
eaſineſs, an account of the various kinds of 
intemperance practiſed by the unhappy 
thoughtleſs youth, forgetting the duty he 
owed to, and the inſtructive advices of, his 
affectionate father; heriots in the company 
of the moſt abandoned and profligate of 
eicher ſex, 


Thus 


an advanced guard, was intended to give 
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Thus Gntiers.requize the many [favours 
of God. The patrimony he beſtows on us 
is reaſon and judgment, both indeed li- 
mited in this imperpect ſtatej| but to make 
up for their deſlciency of power, he bach 
mereifully added arevolation of his will 
to influence and direct us in every part f 
our conduct. But what uſe do ſinners 
make of theſe advantages? Reaſon, which 
was giyen to govern and direct us, becomes 
ide ſlave of fin; ſubmits to the drudgery of 

every vice; and, entirely changing its na- 
ture, endeavours hy falſe arguments to ſup- 
port its cauſe: and Conſcience, which, like 


us warning of every approaching evil, is 
lulled aſleep by the bewitehing gratifica- 
tions of ſenſe; vhile the deluded mortals 
either turn their back on revelation, ant 
they attend to it at all, being blinded, by 


the power of every corrupt aſſection, has 


ing their underſtanding darkened, being 


* alienated from the liſe of GOD through 


eee becauſe of 
| nd 
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the blindneſs ot their hear chey miſ⸗ 
take the ſenſe of the ſcripture, pervert its 
meaning, and even draw from it um | 


| Cin we then, my wech; neee 

+ ed ſituation than being thus, as 
the ſeripture expreſſes it, ſold in fin, and 

gecome the ſla ves of all manner of impu- 
_ *vity?”” To labour under a grievous diſ- 
ese, to groan under the agonies of à fever, 
or ſtruggle even in che throes and convul- 
fions of diſſolution, is more ſupportable 
than che eaſe of a man diſtempered in ſoul, 
with all his inclinations perverted, and his 
in this ſtate OE e f 


dow of comfort K tis Bolln 


But perhaps he does not : know his real 
ſituation, and you may therefore be apt to 
chat does not mend the matter. Is a man 
leſs an object of pity, becauſe he doſes in a 

lethargy?” or, from à fever affecting his 
brain; he raves and is diſtracted? In like 


: NW | 
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em init 


of compaſſion; though inſenſible of the evil 


expoſed to. All ſinners are miſerable on 


a double aceount; both of Eich are repre- 


ſented in this parable. They have loſt the 
favour and friendſhip of God: they are ei- 


in iniquity; or they feel the puniſhment 

for the breach of his laws: both in their 
body and mind here, while conſcience 
holds out to their view the proſpect of 


ſtill more dreadful conſequences hereafter. 
Allichings without and within us pro- 
claim · G op to be che wiſeſt, beſt; and moſt = 


powerful of all / beings; and the ſmalleſt: 


ſeriqus reflection muſt convince every rea- 


ſonable man; tliat his only and greateſt 
happineſs muſt ariſe from aſpĩring after his 
favour and protection; and his greateſt mi= 


ſery muſt ſpring from being at variance 


with the Fountain of all goodneſs and per- 
fection. But this laſt muſt be the caſe of 
every wilful finner; for by the deliberate. 


en oF ae e rr . 
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| hepriftiſes, and the dreadful danger be is 


quemtly in hazard of a fatal perſeverance 


| 


| avowed breach of his commands, he ig in 


ars againſt the Almighty, aud publicly 
Profeſſes he is none of his. Such an one 


wma n chile, indeed, enjoy a delufive | 
calm, and .in che fall tide of beslth and 


Proſperity glide on in a dream af imagi- 


8 eee eee | 


ful diſpoſition of his father which anima- 


ed intheprodigal ſon, anrrablem even of hell 

elf. But happy was it for the thoughtleſs 
youth that his ſorrow for his paſt conduct was 
attended with a dependence on the merci- 


ted him to exert himſelf in order to obtain 
his pardon and regain his favour and pro- 
tection: In like manner, let us not ſorrow - 
as thoſewho have no hope in Gon; let our 

forrow appear in newneſs of life and uni- 
; Nen of obedience. This leade me, 


10 f‚tiniauo I doch d. 


7 . To confiderthe niet of che prodi- 
gal in conſequence of his ſorrowẽw. 
The moment he became ſenſible of his 


wickedneſs and unworthineſs, his ſoul was 
filled 


S — Prodigal er 


filled wich trouble and anxiety; but he did 


not bewail his calamity in vain complaints. 
His tears indeed fell in abundance, but he 


thought not this enough. He allowed 


long ſlighted. He gave not way to deſpair, 


nor ſuffered deſpondency to ſix bim in 
of his father to forgive his fanks,” and in 
his power to relieve his wants, he reſolves 


to ariſe and go to him, humbly to confeſs 


his tranſgreſſions, and implore readmiſſion 


el has menial ſervants. A 


This ſhould be the e of eyery 
. his dorrow ſhould produce imme- 
diate reformation: for a change of mind 
and a conſequent change of life are abſo- 


lately neceſſary towards obtaining the 
mercy and forgiveneſs of Gop. This cau- 
tion is of the utmoſt conſequence; for toe 
many impoſe upon themſelves with à falſe 

idea of repentance. When calamiry over- 


takes 


\ 


in 


into his family; not on the' footing of a 
eme, eee ebene ere * 
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> 


ly imagine that ſome melancholy hours, 


and a few ſighs and tears, are full proofs 
of their contrition, and will ſufficiently 
anſwer all its ends, though they forſake 


not: their former courſes, but continue al- 
ternately to ſin and repent. But let us not 


_ 6 deceive ourſelves; A continued good life 


muſt be the: i dera conſequence 'of 


| 1 rn 1827 21 313 lid 
80 many indeed ene ee 


ſin with regard to our health, fortune, and 
reputation, which always ſuffer, and often 


fink irrecoverably under the oppreſſion of 


vice that the ſinner, who has even no fear 
of God before his eyes, has reaſon enough 


to lament his errors and tranſgreſſions, But 
 8his is mere worldly forrow : the lamen- 
rations of one, for his fing having impaired 
his health; of another, becauſe they have 
ruined his character; and of a third, be- 


cauſe they ha re diſperſed hiswealth; ſpring 


* 
7 ＋ 
- ow 


have deſtroyed his conſtitution, would have 
been equally ſorry for the 0 * 


amg. rer. 

We muſt certainly go ſonehing — 
than pale countenances and dejected looks. 
Judas Iſcariot had theſe; but ſure none 


will ſay that Judas Iſcariot was a real pe- 
nitent. Nothing but an uniform courſe 


of virtue can prove the ſincerity of repen- 


tance. If ye then are grieved for your 


folly, ſhow the ſenſe you entertain of it, 
by carefully avoiding every thing of the 
ſame nature afterwards; for otherwiſe no 
profeſſion, no pretence, nor the ſtricteſt 
obſervance of the external rites of religion, 
can ſtand you in any ſtead. Do not ima- 
gine that theſe can be of any efficacy in 


obtaining the forgiveneſs of Gop, without 
inward purity and holineſs; without being 
men of honeſty, conſcience, and integrity. 
Your ſorrow otherwiſe deceives you with 


_ falſe n Though you ſhould weep 


2 night 


— 


* 
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night and day, though your head were as 
1 fountain of tears, all would be to no 
Pur poſe, if oy continue not in the perſua 
non of and obedience to the truth. For 
thus only eun your ſorrow be followed by 
acceptance with Gon on the terms of the 
NN —_— aint 4 1260 
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81 Luke 3 xy, 25, 421. 1 We 

And he {ink andcame to bis father : bu when 
be was yet a great ay off, his father ſaw 

him, and bad compaſſion on him, and fell on 
his ENT and kiſſed bim. And the fon ſaid 

unto him, Father, I have ſinned agoinff hea- 

ven, and in thy fight, and am no more _— 
5 to be called ee . 


(O43 mode 24 


_ | 
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15 laſt diſcourſe "a m bete 

T propoſed, from the different circum- 
* this affeching parable, To ſhow 
the miſerable condition of thoſe who are 
at enmity with Gop, and the forrow of a 
| penitene when he becomes ſenſible of his 
guilt.” II. The proper conducł of the ſin- 
ner in conſequence of that ſorrow.” II. The 
L £222q vo : great” 


. m 3 * 
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great 3 of Gop to thoſe who repent. 
And, IV. The happineſs which follows for- 

giveneſs. 
Having gone through the two firſt di- 
viſions, I now proceed to conſider the pa- 
rable as repreſenting the Almighty to be 
a merciful Father; ſhowing, that ſo ſoon as 
we.repent of our fins, and reſolve to amend 
our lives, he will certainly pardon and re- 
 ceive us to his favour aud Protection. | 


Tux prodigal ſon, audits. and with- 
out provocation, leaves his affectionate fa- 
ther; he betakes himſelf to a diſtant coun- 
try, that he may e ACE indulge 
in thoſe criminal exceſſes which durſt not 


appear in the houſe where wiſdom and 


goodneſs. dwelt. By his unbounded ex- 
travagance he is reduced to want; from 
being lord of his utmoſt wiſh, he is de- 
graded to che rank of a ſlave, to watch 

the nod of a maſter, to attend on ſwine, fit 

emblem of his contaminated and grovel- 
ing ſoul; and he who fed on the moſt 
luxyriant delicacies, is glad to ſatisfy his 


ET FOE: af the food of the 
vileſt 


erg. Pater the Prodigal Son. 
vileſt be ſordid animals. U oder this 
extremity of want, he begins to reflect on 
his madneſs and folly in forſaking bis fa- 
ther's houſe, the abode of virtue, happi- 

neſs, and peace; where even the meaneſt 
ſervant enjoyed to the full every thing ne- 

ceſſary for the preſer vation and comfort 
of life, while he was ſtarving among ſtran- 
gers, a prey to pining regret for the paſt, 
and dreading yet more diſmal conſequen- 6 
ces in the future. 

Now his vices: and folly- appear in their 
true colours. His tortured imagination 
can ſuggeſt no Mlliation for his crimes: 
The noiſe of riot Melds to the ſevere up- 
braidings of the heart. Fain would he 
return; but the aumerous catalogue of his 
offences riſe to his view, ſtagger his reſo- 
lution, and make him almoſt deſpair of 
forgiveneſs and reception from his father, 
Yer return he muſt, or periſh, He there- 
fore determines to approach, though with 
trembling ſteps, his injured parent, humbly | 
to confeſs his faults, and with tears of 
fulleſt en 7 ner 
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implore, not the indalgerice of à ſon, bur 
the protection of à ſervant. While with 
troubled thoughts and interrupted fteps he 
approached che wiſhed, the well-known, 
ſcene of former happineſs; while yet at a 
diſtance, the father's eager eye recogniſes 
in the ſtranger the ſon he had defpaired 
of and lamented as loſt; he runs to re- 
ceive him with all the ardour of parental 
aſſection; he waits not for intreaty to be 
reconciled. In his pale dejected countenance 
and ſtreaming eyes, he reads the fincerity of 
"4% his foulr he haſtens to embrace him with 
I huis protecting arms: Ends his heart big 
wich acknow ent but he tenderly 
euts ſhort his confeſſion, that he might ſave 
- him from rn Ie pts pram 
miſtonduct. 9 
Oſten in this world he . 
weuay to rage againſt a ſon, for ſome error or 
| miſeonduct, in che eye of reaſunperhaps not 
* very material. The for begs to be recon- 
. ciled: but the parent's heart remains hard 
as flint, and proof againſt all intreaties; 
13 day of his death. But the father before 


** 
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n of x very different dilpbiition, He 


bes requires no advocates to perſuade and ſof- 


ten him. He does not affect tatelineſs 
and reſerve; but ſeeing him at a diſtance, 
yields to the feelings of nature, runs enger - 
ly to meet his returning ſon, and rejoices 
as if he had regained him from the dead. 
Here, my brethren, we have a moſt 
lively repreſentation of the unbounded 
mercy of Gop, who declares himſelf com- 
paſſionate; placable, and deſirous of che 
 " Happineſs of his creatures; even of thoſe 
who by deliberate vice have forfeited all 
claim to his favoug, And here let usadorg 
the wiſdom and goodnehs of Divine provi- 
dence in bringing good from evil, making 
even the viees*6f men the means of their 
reformation, by ſhowing that the miſeries 
of this life are cloſtly eonnected with, and 
indeed the naturul neteſſary conſequences 
of; habitual wickedneſs. When a man ſees, 
in the afflictiens he ſoffers, the fruit of the = 
illicit pleafures he ethoyett ; when the in- 
dulgence of his vitious appetites has evi- 


gene! deprive 1 
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Ceſſaries of life, how abe ese | 
ments for virtue which his preſent ſtate 
affords, and he himſelf has made! If rea- 
ſion is not quite overthrown, if he bas ſtill 

the power of reflection, he will weigh his 
fins in the balance, find them wanting, 


and perceive how little profit he had in 


22 things whereof he is now aſhamed: 

When the ſins of men have involved 
4 in difficulties, perplexities, and an- 
guiſh, they too often firſt ſeek for ſhelter in 
the pleaſures of ſenſe, and endeavour to keep 
off reflection, and forget their uneaſineſs in 
che riots of drunkenneſs and intemperance, 
till at laſt they are reduced to che moſt 


 comfortleſs ſlavery to their corrupt affec- 74 


tions, and ſuffer the extremeſt miſery both 
of body and mind. Happy for them, if 
in this ſtate; like the prodigal, they come 
to themſelves, and reaſon again reſumes 
ber ſeat; if their preſent miſery opens their 
eyes, and diſcovers to them the dangerous 
ſtate: to which they have reduced them: 
ſelves : Happy for them, if they can now 
ue on ane, of 
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that God, whoſe laws they have id 
upon, and whoſe mercy they have hither- 
to deſpiſed who rejoices to ſee his chil- 
dren return to their obedience with a ſin- 
cere ſorrow for their tranſgreſſions, and a 
fixed reſolution of leading a better life; and 
who will then extend” his arms of mercy, 
uni receive chin to rn and wow 
Hy Sie great above our * and con- 
ceptions is the goodneſs of Gop! It is, I 
may ſay, the ſcope of the whole Scriptures 
to convince us of it: Let the wicked 
man forſake his way, ſays the Prophet ; 
Ilaiab, Iv. 7. and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts, and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 


him, and to our God, for he will abun- 


< dantly pardon.” - This is particularly 
the genius and ſpirit of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion. This was the glorious, the gracious 
meſſage of the angels upon the birth of 
our SAVIOUR. They gave glory to God, 
becauſe peace was then declared upon 
| ms and good will from Heaven towards 
1 4 men; 


„ _” 
__ 
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men; RY" laſt charge: 'which our bleſ- 


ſed Lonp gave to his diſciples, was to 
i ch error eee ee 


all nations. N Bun 


Genie in jnficeicar the chraa of 
our lives in the midſt of our wickedneſs 
and ſecurity. Ho great his mercy in 


ſparing us from time to time, that we may 


embrace the opportunities he affords of 
returning to our duty, and aſſuring us in 
fins be ever ſo great, though our wicked- 
neſe be ever ſo aggravated, yet will he 
rd on our ſincere een 
How many ee eee 
ſacred pages for our encouragement to 
forſake our fins, and ſecure our eternal 
- happineſs.; David was guilty of adultery, 
and the baſe murder of his friend, the very 
moment he was venturing his life in his 
ſervice: And what fins: ſeem ſo likely to 
exclude from pardon? yet it was granted 
on his unfeigned repentance. Manaſſeh 
toe was as wicked a king as ever reigned 


in 0 
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in Jeruſalem; he deſtroyed the altars of 
of Gop, placed idols in their room, and 


45 his hands were red with the blood of 


martyrs: yet his ſins did not exclude him 
from the hope of mercy; for upon fincere 
contrition and earneſt application, Go 
remitted his anger even unto him. In 
ſhort, there are a thouſand inſtances of 
the like nature, which demonſtrate that 
mercy is the darling attribute of Goo. 
But beware, my brethren, of deceiving 
yourſelves, by imagining that the mercy of 
Gop will extend to ſuch as wilfully con- 
tinue in their ſins. He is, indeed, merci — 
ful; his mercy, like his power, is infinitet 
but ſo alſo is his juſtice; and it would be 
deſtroying the morality of the Divine con- 
duct, to aſcribe to Gon a diſpoſition to be 
gracious to all indifferently. Nor is there 
a ſingle paſſage in the ſacred volume which 
gives the ſmalleſt encouragement to a de- 
liberately petſevering ſinner. Reaſon: as 
well as revelation aſſures us, that without 
holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lox b. If 
quo hearts are not habituated to the love of 
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b ur affeQions are not | 
* renewed, and our diſorderly paſſions har- 


moꝛtiaed we can have no reliſh for the fe- 


 licity of Heaven, and ſhould be unhappy 


though admitted to che manſions of the 
bdleſſed. While the prodigal ſon ſaw no 


joy but in the riot of intemperance, he had 
no deſire to return to the houſe of his vir- 
tuous father, nor could that peaceful ha- 

bitation yield him any happineſs: But 
when miſery opened his eyes, and reflec- 
tion painted the ſtriking contraſt; he trem- 
bled at his former delights,” and flew for 
Wiler to __ Tags, e of _ * 
ther. 

W ba A ales wk Gave 4 bad 
conſequences of having deſerved his fa- 
ther's diſpleaſure, he did not waſte time in 
fruitleſs and inactive wiſhes for his favour 
and forgiveneſs; he reduced his will to ac- 
tion, exerted all his powers, and uſed every 
mean to bring about ſodeſirable an end: He 
aroſe and came to his father's houſe. Hence 

evidently appears the abſolute neceſſity for 


our eee — of ſalvation, 
and 


Zerg. Parable of the Prodigal Sin. 171 
and obeying the precepts of our holy Reli- 
gion: Hence we ſee that action, not ſpecula- 
[tion alone, can fit us for the joys of heaven. 

There are perſons who, miſtaking the 
deſign of che goſpel, imagine that we are 
juſtified by the death of CHRIST though 
we neglect every moral duty. Gop forbid 
J ſhould ſay any thing, or entertain the 
moſt diſtant thought derogatory from the 
merits or ſufferings of the bleſſed Jzsvs, 
by whom alone we ſhall-or can obtain ſal- 
vation; but from his own divine decla- 
rations I am warranted to fay, that his ex- 
piatory ſacrifice will not carry us to hea- 
dude ep ve will or no. Not every 
one who ſaith unto me, Lord; Lord, ſhall 
en into the kingdom, but he who doth 
the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
* If ye know theſe things, happy are ye if 
ye do them.” It is not they who barely 
acknowledge his divinity, but they who to 
their utmoſt obey his precepts, who ſhall 
enter with him into his triumphant joy. If 
we do our duty, CHRIST will be our Savi- 
our; dur if wo live in direct oppoſition. to 
0 : 4 /:- = 


HL ce DDoeca AL a3 4 


| 6 
chat he had not died. He is only the Author 
of ſalvation to thoſe who obey. Do there- 


fore your partag enert your fincere und ut 


moſt endeavoure, and Gop' will not be 

wanting un bas EN IF ge 4 58g 
D eq" 
But 1 beſeech as ane ide 
though your own exertion is ſo neceſſary, 
it is not the motive of your acceptance with 
Go. Alas! what can we do? How ſmall 
and inadequate is our firength for ſuch a 
work! * Can'a wan be profitable utito 
Som, as he that is wiſe may be profit- 
Kable to himſelf? If chou be righteous, 
chat giveſt thou him, or what receiveth 
he of thine hands?” No, my brethren, 
it is neither our faith nor our works that 
can merit or obtain the pardon of our ſins. 
It is only through che virtue and efficacy 
of Cnxier's death and his all- powerful 
mediation, that we can obtain ſo ineſti- 
mable a bleſſing. This, if I may ſo ſpeak, 
is che meritorious cauſe of our juſtification; 
che other rwo the conditional teſts of our 
A BAR obe- 


' Gop/appeap towards us in this reſpect; that 
he only requires of us hat is moſt condu- 
cive to our happineſs, even in this-prefent' 
life, 
better one hereafter. Indeed, though there 
were no other life after this, our happineſa 
would be beſt fecured by living agretably 
to the doctrines of Chriſtianity: For a good 
man has certainly the beſt chance ſor tem- 
poral felicity. But how great, how un- 
bounded the merey of Gop, Who hath. 
added the promiſe of an eternity of bliſs in 
heaven to thoſe who make holineſa the 
main object of their aim, and the means of = 
their happineſs on earth! Muſt we not 
then, in the moſt eminent degree, be the 
enemies of our own ſouls, if we wilfully 
do what we can to 1 02195 gr 
eee gn H 
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rable repreſented by two or three circum» 
forgiveneſs. Tt is unneoeſſary to take no- 


tice 


zus à title to an infinitely. 
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ur Parublegf the Prodigal Son. Ser. 9. 
-”  dccof thinbfitvationswhich'ſoint fühei- 
ful people have made concerning the fatted 


calf, and the other emblematical expreſſions 
| here uſed; for by endeavouring to find 
out à hidden meaning in every way of a 
parable, we are in danger of running into 
arrant, trifling, and childiſh conceits: It is 
enough that we know by theſe circumſtan - 
ces are meant, that on the ſincere repent- 
ance and humble confeſſion of a finner, 
with ſuch an alteration of life as is agree- 
able to a lively faith in the Author of our 
ſalvation, he becomes an object of the 
divine complacency and mercy; and by 
conquering his ſinful habits and purifying 
his corrupt affections, he acquires ſerenity 
of mind, and rejoices in the certain hopes 
of a bleſſed immortality. How great, in- 
deed, the bliſs of being freed. from the 
ſtings of conſcience, the condemnation of 
ſin, and the wrath of Gop conſequent up- 
on it! But how infinitely greater does the 
mercy. of our heavenly Father appear, in 
not only freeing the ſinner from actual — 
. e agg but adding alſo the en- 
: | . 
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joyment of heaven hercafter, and even gin 
ving the ſincere penitent a foretaſte of its 
ſerene joys, on earth! No longer is the re- 
formed offender filled og: thoſe . 
foreboding thoughts which formerly prey- 
ed on dan, 3 ſoul 
with anguiſh... He no feels not remorſe 


for cominued erimes. He grieves indeed for 


his. paſt, ſins; he laments, his ingratitude 
to the Giver of all good: but he is deliver- 
ed from all dreadful apprebenſions, by his 
lively and ſtedfaſt faith in the God of 
truth, and by a firm truſt in the all- atoning 
ſacrifice and powerful mediation of the 
merciful Redeemer; ſo that even in this 
life, his happineſs exceeds. the er of 
thought and expreſſion . 
Me cannot imagine a Gnation ah Ws 
rible than a perſon dying in his ſenſes, and 
fully conſcious of having ſpent the life he 
is now cloſing. in a continued courſe of de- 
liberate and determined wickedneſs. But 
how different muſt be the feelings of a ſin- 
cere and reformed penitent in that awful 
bent No gloomy fears diſturb his * | 
8 e 
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th 1 wicked, "as a friendly introductor to 


| | that Cannons Rich te the preſence of 2 


merciful Go, and à guide to thoſe happy 
manſions where the foul ts enlarged to per- 
deck nderty. No longer confined to the 
Friſon of che body; no more expoſed to the 
Adangers of ternptatien; but ſafely placed in 
choſe regions of felieity, where angels mi- 
_ Hiſtex: and more than angels crown it with 
end leſs joys, A Kt, ib his ur 
Ts have your fins forgiven; is to be the 
friend of Gop; to be admitted to che ſo- 
Aer of angels; and che ſpirits of juſt men, 
Po m rejbice at your” happinefs, And 
how greatly muſt · it inereaſe our felicity, to 
de introdueed to the converſation and 
| friendly intercourſe of the beſt and wiſoſt 


"ou me friendtips we began to 
7 carried 


a. 


= 
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| earriedto the higheſt perfection in heaven? 


It is the natural wiſh of our heant that we 


may know our friends in a future ſtate. 


Reaſon encourages the pleaſing ghope, and 


revelation confirms it. St Paul comforts the 


Theſſalonians on the death of ſome of their 


friends, by exhorting © not to ſorrow like 


others who had no hope; becauſe the 
death and reſurrection of the bleſſed Jzsvs 


moſt certainly proved that thoſe who“ had 


* flept in him Gop would hereafter bring 
* with him.” But how could this yield 
conſolation to the ſurvivors, if they did not 
_ underſtand by the expreſſion that they were 
then to recognize and rejoice with thoſe 
for whoſe death they were lamenting? To 
be "conſcious of the happineſs" of others 
not a ſolitary but a ſocial paſſion; The 
Apoſtle aſſerts the ſame opinion, when he 
med to the ſame Theſſalonians, ** What is 
our hope, our joy and crown of rejoicing? 
Are not even ye in the preſence of our 
„ Loxp Je8vs at his coming?” Is it not 
evident that he expected to fee and know 


M them 
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NY rene the Prodigalien, Ser. 9. 
chem Se EIS the gencral refurreRan?, 


There are innumerable paſſages in the fa» 


_ cred/ writings which point to this moſh. 
| agreeable opinion. Indeed, it appears ta be 
ons of thoſe ideas which ſeem natural to 
the human mind. We cannot diveſt, our- 
{elves of this hope; and wherever the be- 
lief af à future exiſtence took As: this 
 opinuon. always accompanied it, 
TPranſporting thought! that we tall 
meet, in the regions of never · ending feli - 
city, our neareſt. relations, and gur deareſt 
friends; thoſe for whom the tendereſt feel 
ings of gur nature have been engaged, and 
for whoſe happineſs our hearts have throb- 
ſire, whom we ſhall chen fee bleſſed and 
happy beyond. our utmoſt wiſhes or high» 
eſt congeptions. How joyful. will be che 
mutual congratulations with each other, on 
having eſeaped the common danger, on 
being ſafe. from the wreck, of a diſſolviag 
world, that we, have attended to the one 
thing needful, and © choſen chat good part 
Y AA: * never * taken from us!“ 
ef no 


EI to wander, ke ſtrayed ſheep, in 
a wilderneſs of ſin and folly; being admit- 
ted to the fold of the Great Shepherd of 
ſouls, and ſafely placed in the celeſtial 
manſſons, whoſe builder and maker is Go 
and where the once deſpiſed and ſuffering | | 
SAvIOuR ſhall for ever reign the Vieſſed 
and triumphant King of ſaints, 

Can we need more than theſe hopes to 


- excite us to act well in the preſent ſtate, 


aſſured thus of being happy beyond our 
' warmeſt wiſhes in the next? Let not, 
therefore, the pleaſures of this fading tran= 
ſitory life, make you forego tbe ſolid laſt- 
ing joys of another world. If you are at 
preſent the ſlaves of fin, be perſuaded to 
break your bonds aſunder, and ſhow the 
world that you are free; and having theſe 
glorious promiſes, let us, like the prodigal 
ſon, return to our merciful Father, by re- 
newed obedience cleanſe ourſelves from all 
filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, and with 
firm faith in the Gop of truth, and ſteady 
dependence upon the merits and mediation 
M2 ek 


of hiseternal Son, endeavour to perfect ho- 
lneſs in the fear of Gu. 
Unto the King eternal, immortal, in vi- 
fible, the only wiſe Gop; to Jesvs CHRIST 
our Saviour, and the bleſſed 8pIRIT of 
truth, be glory, honour, and thankſgiving, 
for ever and erer. AMEN. © | |; | 
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On the Life of . as ; propoſed 
= for our Imitation. 5 
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PHILIP. ii. 5. 


Lat un mind be in g which was ff in 
Sony RT 


E look "we with great pleaſure to 
- thoſe men who, in former times, 
have ich much trouble to themſelves 


done great ſervice to the world: if we are 


happy enough to find ſuch among our fa- 
thers, we think their virtues belong to us 
by inheritance, and that we ſhould leave 

M3 | them 


1 


182 | The Life of Cur1sT, as Ser. 10. 


15 them as & portion to our children. And 


though a good man may be far from us, 
as the riſing ſun, our good opinion travels 
over ſea and land to reach him; and though 
a thouſand- years have elapſed fince he 
exiſted, yet virtue grows not old withyears; 
$0 diſtance hides it from our vier. 

I ſpeak of gaad men, not of thoſe whom 


the world calls great; nine in ten of theſe 


have gained a name by making many wi- 
dows and fatherleſs children; I mean thoſe 
only whoſe ſtudy has been to benefit man- 
kind. Every ching we hear of ſuch men 
| intereſts. us; ſmall things become great 
when theirs: We eagerly inquire after 
every thing concerning them, and think it 
even of moment to know that ſuch a man 
was born in this place, that he was brought 
up in that; to be told that he lived lang in 
one place, and died in another. From a 
| grateful remembrance, of the benefits he 
did his fellow-creatures, ve come to ad- 
mire the virtues that occaſioned them; by 
WO aa 3 * our own, 
TY Com $3813 09 9908 Ker 
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for there en e ume 


to Imitation. 


K But, in geabtal, 1 may ds is 16 ek 


harm us good to copy the actions of the 
beſt of men too cloſely. No man is with- 


out one bad quality or other. Some ſpot 


or blemiſh, ſome error or overſight, ſtains 


the li ves of the beſt men recorded in Scrip- 


ture. We are apt t6 imitate the bau, by 
neglecting to ſeparite it from the good, part 
of their chafacter. We muſt not there- 
fore follow, without a careful examination, 


the lives of even the moſt holy men; for 


if we d6 every thing which they did, ſup- 
poſing chat it muſt be good, becauſe done 
by chem, we thay even by the authority 
of a Freat Example be led into dangerous 


But we have à patern, nor have we far 


to ſeafeh for it, Which we cannot imitate 
too uch; the words of the tent point it 


out; How hippy for us, if we copy after 


Bis life! How often has it been recom- 


mended t6 us! Our fathers told us of its 


* as {oor as able we 


8 read 


=> YI 
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read of its infiniee advantages; and as ſoon | 
as we can underſtand, we hear the great 
neceſſity and importance of it urged from 
the pulpit. Indeed we cannot read, we 
' sannot hear, we cannot preach, een 
on this ſubjec mme. 

I ſurely: wick give vou no 0 to 
prove this to be your duty. By coming to 
the houſe of God, you profeſs yourſelves 
Chriſtians; and if you really believe the 
goſpel, you will be convinced that all the 
ſervants of CHRIS ſhould do their utmoſt 

to walk as he walked. But if you wall 
have a reaſon, let gratirude be aſſigned. 
Ho much do we owe to him who became 
bone of our bone, and fleſh of our-fleſh! 
Who lived a deſpiſed and perſecuted life, 
and expired in torments to ſave us from 
the power and puniſhment of ſin! His in- 
finite love to mankind reaches from the 
earlieſt age to the lateſt generations to 
come. His immediate ſervants followed 
| with rapture the rugged; path he trod, and 
ſtudied and obeyed his life- giving pre- 
. They recommended them co every 


country 


3 
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country of the world: By the mercy. of 
Go they came to the knowledge of our 
forefathers; they inſtructed us, and it is our 
duty to tranſmit the joyful tidings to po- 
ſterity. From the bleſſed. Ixsus we have 
peace of mind, hope in the mercy of Gov, | 
and aſſurance of a. bleſſed. immortality : 
But theſe things I only hint, as they come 
not directly under our preſent conſidera- 
tion; I have only mentioned them to ſhow 
how much a grateful heart will diſpoſe us 
to have the ſame mind chat was in CHRIST 
Jzsvs. | 
The example of his life is the ſubject on 
which I am now to addreſs you: To all lo- 
vers of religion; to you, my brethren; it 
muſt be an agreeable ſubject. I am ſen- 
ſible how difficult it is to do juſtice to it: 
There is ſuch a choice of virtues, I know 
not which ſhould come firſt, and which 
ſhould follow; but it is proper for you to 
attend to this ſubject, and it is proper for 
me, to the beſt of my power, to place it in 
your view. It is the goodneſs of his heart 
I would chooſe to hold up to you, rather 
than 


1s me r Ou, en Ber de. 
| { 
than the Nrength, of his hand. We have, 
nothing of outs that reſembles his power! 
dut the virtues of à bed man are like hrs 
virtues; and though we follow with un- 
equal ſteps, chere is & GOIN in ow 
difire of following him. a 
No we have much to _ YG did 
- Savioun's behaviour in private fe, and 
much to learn from him when he comes 
before the people. Let me, at this time, 
auag your thotnthts ü to hos ee 
_ | 1281 Rt $03) 2761 | 


e e das 
way of getting at à man's real character, 
is to begin at his houſe. He may appear 
in public with many counterfrits about 
bim; he can weep when not grieved, and 
ſmile when his heart is ſad: He can be a 
friend without affection, and an enerny 
though he does not think ill of you. But 
a good man in his own houſe, is a good 
man in every other place. If we have not 
a trial of him in private buſineſs, if we 
Nee not among * e, friends, 


and 


— 
CL” 
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| and dep >DENCANTS. we may be ſtr 10 ers to 
the true character of a man who lives next 


door to us. A man wears his beſt face in 


1875 


the ſmile dimple on his cheek, kindneſs 


beaming in his eye, and hear the ſoft ac- 
cents of his tongue, how happy do we con- 


clade are thoſe of his family. But we are 
too often miſtaken; the ſecret is out at 
home, the maſk is laid aſide, every paſſion 


takes its own courſe; and he who was the 


delight of ſtrangers, is the tyrant of his own 
family. But the affeQionate huſband, the 
tender father, the kind brother, and hu- 
mane maſter, has the love and eſteem of 
all who belong to him; and with ſuch a 
character, among thoſe who know him 


beſt, he appears with digniry, and enjoys 


N 498 — the meetings of men. 

To brin 
view our — among his neareſt connee- 
tions. He was born in a low condition; 
his mother and ſuppoſed father were poor, 
and like other poor people very little 
thought of: But their poverty leſſened 


this to our ſubject: Let us 


| 288 K 1 FOuntor;! as Ser.1 10, 
not A efetinne; hard fortune did not, 


| a8 too often it does, blunt the edge of na- 


tural kindneſs; A man who has not bread 


diſpoſitions are equally tender as thoſe have 


who live in the boſom. of good fortune. 
Our Saviour} was warm=hearted and af- 
fectionate: Though Divine, he was a man, 
and had that. ſoftneſs, that kindneſs of 
heart, which is the greateſt ornament of 
humanity. He was obedient and ſubject 
to his mother, to teach us what we owe to 
our parents. His mother loved him with 
the warmeſt affection: She leaves her own 
country, follows him to Jeruſalem, and 
kept by him till the hour of his death. 
His affections glowed with more ardor the 
nearer diſtreſs was to her. When dying, 
the tears of his friends moved his 
compaſſion; hers pierced his ſoul. She 
had been bleſſed among women: She had 
_ the honour. to be the mother of him 
who was to redeem Iſrael; and the few 
times ſhe appears before us, particularly at 
the ſalutation of the angel, we may obſerve 
et in 


Ser. o. a Roibatt. 1 


in her a warm heart, and moſt paſſionate 


devotion. What a dreadful hour of trial 


for her tender heart was the agonizing 
death of her beloved ſon! He faw how 
much ſhe needed comfort; he ſaw her de- 
ſolate and forlorn; and in the midſt of the 


cruelleſt torments his thoughts were em- 
ployed about her: © When Jefus therefore 
« ſav his mother and the diſciple ſtanding 


* by whom he loved, he faith, Woman be- 


hold thy ſon; then faith he to the diſ- 
* ciple, Behold thy mother.“ | Theſe are 
fine ſtrokes of nature; the pureſt affection 


che heart is worth an hour's ſpeaking that 


comes from the head: The agonies of the 


bittereſt death could not make him forget 


her. Affection triumphs over torture, and 
friendſhip takes part with natural affec- 


tion: And from that hour the diſciple 


took her home to his own houſe,” 
Here is a fine leſſon for us. Let peace 
and benevolence dwell under every Chri- 
ſtian roof; be a dutiful child, an affectio- 
nt 2 | as 


| f n 

„ CO IR Ser. 10 
. n Our religion breathes univerſal 
| nog deep SHI practiſed what 
1 ched. There is much pleaſure i u 
5 crelling on this ſubject. Who can be 
tired of contemplating the happineſs of a 

the youth of his ſon, and the fon the ſtay 

ol che father's age; the mother giving the 
daughter the beauty of holineſs, and the 

daughter making her mother happy when 

her headd is grey. Parents take part in the 

dad as well as good fortune of their chil- 

_ The children ſhould alſo feel for 

2 which fels 1 not nn ere 

en from: n e ht nod; 
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Lonp's behaviour among his ſervants. 
us; they eat of our bread, they labour for 
us; and if they are obliged to us for kind 
uſage, we are much obliged to them for 
faithful ſervices, and muſt be friendly tu 


. Our kindneſa 
muſt 


 and-ijnnacent; open and familiar; and his 


1 


muſt be doubled, when they: want health, 
— anne 
friend: 


Our ee bad way kindneſs of 2 


a friend, but all the while he kept up the 
authority of amaſter; We are charmed with 
him in the midſt of his own, family; he 
ſies in the feat of wiſdom is diſciples are 
round about him; his ſation is kind 


inſtructions are clothed with no abſtruſe 
laboured expreſſions: for plain words are 
the language of fincerity and the eloquence 
of {aber minds. When the. dulneſs of their 
apprehenſions makes them aſk many que 
ens which ſhowed weakneſs. or igno- 
rance, he does not fretfully reproach them; 
he pities their weakneſs, muldly renews 
his inſtruction, and his ſevereſt-reproof is, 
O unwiſe and. ſlow of heart to believe, 
* how long ſhall I ſuffer you?” They had 
thaw prejudices; like the other Jews, they 
expected that worldly honour. was to be- 
long ta the kingdom of the Meſſiah; they 
looked far che ſword of David, and the 

l | riches 


t 


T 
* 
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des ch een: ee eee 
does he labour to rectify theſe and other 
falſe notions, and eee eee 
kingdom was in the heart! 1. 
0 eee 
but in the ſame breath he blames and ſhows 
the greateſt renderneſs ; one of them was 


to ſell him for a poor paltry 
ſum indeed; M falſe as his heart was, and 


 Jz80s knew his heart, Doſt thou betray 
l the ſon of man with a kiſs?” was the ſe- 
vereſt thing he ſaid to him. When he re- 
proves a falſe friend ſo calmly, we cannot 
wonder at the manner in which he blames 
the ordinary faults of his diſciples. Boi- 
 fterous people kindle into fury at the mereſt 
trifle; whenever they find fault they ſhar-. 
pen their tongues with venom, and ſting 
with every word: but was there nothing 
worſe in it, this waſte of bad language 
ought to be abſtained from for the mean 


look it gives a man. People of the loweſt 
. education are moſt eloquent in this way. 
Our Saviovk did not want to irritate, 
bur to convince; and he comes before his 
= ſer- 


Ser 10. prope fir ot Train, 191 
Ter varts in the ſirir of meckneſs. Paffion 
and bad names never tonvinct. We ſhould 
not cbtitend for victogy over - the ind 
with the Heart of arr enemy and the wea- 
of war, but with the ſoft addreſs of 

d Wes for peace. This was 6ur 84 
yo method; afid it will be the method 
of every” one who viltigg td corvidce the 
Heart 86d tHitid which he V evt. 
— Mtongly appeart our Lo £85 affte- 
tion when about to leave ther. They had 
long experienced his love; they were to be 
left as orpPhant, and their hearts failed at 
the thoughts of ſuch à parting: How much 
does he feet for their fituation, and with 
what earneſtneſs does he reeommend therm 
to the protection of his Heavenly Father; 
„Holy Father, keep through thine own 
| * nate, thoſe whom thow haſt given me!” 


m. hoten bring wur Lonbs bels 
haviouf to his ſervants, let me mention his 
kindneſs to the poor. This is the beſt 
fign of a good heart : we may pleaſe and 
na aaa wagon. 
oa 


; 298. ' 1 of canis. a. 80700 | 
of W ing ſach aconneRion; we may give 
largely: wen we expect to be overpaid; 
but it is real of heart that brings 
us to the poor: I ſpeak of proper charity, 
not that which is the child of pride., If 
man in affluence and dignity can deſcer 
to theupgor man, who is ſtarving below 

him, give him food to eat, and cloaths to 
| Keep him warm, and kind words to com- 
fort him; when he thus does good to one 
ho can make no return, bow. Joyely 
does humanity appear! But where did it 
bine with ſo bright; a luſtre as in che 


Ute of, the bleſſed Jas us!? His own con- 


dition was low; he had not much tolgive, 
vet he is ever mindful of the poor; he de- 
fires; his ſervants to have the ſame mind; 
and when any perſon wiſhes for and foli- 
cits his favour, he puts almsgiving in the 

front of his claim: Behold, Lord, I give 
half my goods to che poor.” And we ſee 
that. hardneſs, of heart is the firſt thing he 
+blames in the Phariſees. He deſires us alſo 
to give, not for praiſe, but for the love of 
Lon. Wee 


it 
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it leſa eonſpicuous than other virtues, A 
great deal may be given, and more ſpoken 
of, when: pride appears in the garb of cha- 
rityʒ but the charity of a Chriſtian muſt 
be void of oſtentation: and as our Lord's 
charity was of this kind, we fee ĩt moſt in 
his parables; for? out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh. All 
: whd belong. to him muſt give alms; and, 
be it ever ſo little, if from the heart, and 
according to our cireumſtanices, it will be 
accepted of GoD. How great the value of 
almſgiviog, when be who giveth a cup 

* of cold water to one of theſe little ones, 
2 Sol 3 in no wile, an reward W 

777 

W. Our Cavin: not als had com- 
| paſſion. on the poor, but he ſympathized 
with every misfortune incident to human 


nature. Great ſickneſs, family diſtreſs, 


and many other things, deſer ve our pity 
as much as poverty. Our Lord had great 
pity upon all ſuch, and wrought miracle 
on miracle for their relief. When one had 
been long afflicted with the palſy, when 
Fe” N 2 every 


0 — of Cnnivr, a Senne 


ber pen had loſt: ita power, every nerve 
its feellng, and he lay a breathing carcaſe 
on the ground, our Loxn had compaſſion, 
and gave ſtrength to him in the day of 
weakneſs; the lame walked, the lepers were 
eleanſed, and the blind ſaw che lighr; che 
Lon had mercy on the afflicted. Ag his 
hand was ſtrong, his heart was gentle, and 

his tender ſympathy was never with- held 
from the wretched. Ho greatly is that 
virtue exemplified and recommended in 
che parable of the good Samaritan! The 
plain ſimplicity of that tory diſcovers the 
amiable feelings of him who told it: Ir is 
a draught from nature, without art or co- 
louring; and every critic would allow it 
to be a fine compoſition, if they could think 
any ching fine which they meet with in 
the Bible; it eomes from, and goes directly 
to, the heart. The compaſſion he preaches 


in this parable he practiſes to the widow 
of Nain. She had loft her only fon ; the 
ſtaff of her age was gone; our SAVIOUR 
was at hand; his heart melted at her di- 
3 firely; he had I, 2nd ſaid unto 
her, 


Ser. 10.7 propofed for our Imitation. * | 


her,“ Weep not.“ His all- powerful voice 
recalled the parted ſoul: He chat was 
dead ſat up, he began to ſpeak; ant he 
delivered him to his mother. What joy, 
after mourning, came to her houſe; the 


heart of the widow is made light, the tears 


of the motlier ceaſe to flow. See him again 
at che grave of Lazarus, when his ſiſter 


exclaims; (Lord, if chbu hadſt been here, / 


my brother had not died!“ When he 
beheld her tears, and the Jews who came 


with her weeping, he groaned in ſpirit and 


was troubled z and the Jews fad, * Behold 
* How he loved him!“ What ſympathy is 
here! though the authority of this hiſtory 


. were ſer aſide, it is ſo much in nature, it 


eee ſelf what it claims to be. 


But our tene Spoparliy Raped not 
at his friends; it reached to his cruelleſt 


enemies: He met withreproach at all hands, 


with hard uſage from all kinds of men; 
yet he mourns for the Jews who were to 
put him to death: With what tenderneſs 
of language, with what feeling of heart, 

dots he grieve for their approaching mi- 
| N 3 ſeries! 
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ſeries! 40 Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem; thou chat 
7 killeſt the propfiets, and ſtoneſt them 
* whichareſent untothee, how often would 
_ © Thavegatheredthychildren together even 
* as a hen gathereth her chickens under 

her wings, and ye would not? 
There would be no end of inſtances of 
this kind. Are we then Chriſtians, and 
have we/unfeeling hearts? But alas, how 
many ſuch do we ſee; men who can go to 
the houſe of mourning with the ſame eaſy 
| ſpirits as if it were the houſe of feaſt- 
ing. Though the father of a family dies; 
though the ſtreaming eyes of the children 
behold the mother benumbed with grief, 
ijünſenſible of their ſorrow from the weight 
of her own; though miſery reign) at large; 
yet, to the diſgrace of humanity; there are 
vrho can view the dreadful ſcene unmoved. 
But can they who feel not the diſtreſſes of 
their fellow - creatures, have any of the ſpi- 
rit, the ſympathizing ſpirit of CHRIST 
Far from us be fack/unchriſtian tempero; 
let us never give pain tothe mourning! wi- 
ee ſorlake her becauſe fortune hag; 
RET" - | Bos 9 | let 
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let us never be ſevere on the fatherleſs child; 
 how'utting'to him muſt unkind locke and 

_ harſt® language be? alas! bis refuge, his 
natural protector, is no more 
When you enter the houſe of diſtreſs; re- 
flect with yourſelf, what this man is to 
day I may be ere long. When 9 loſe a 
child, I ſhould confider that I tos have one 
whom 7 may loſe; and Gop knows how 
ſoon grief may come from your houſe to 
nine; let us cultivate and beſtow that ſym- 
pathy we may one day wiſh for. Only 
conſider: what relief it can give to the mi- 
ſerable: Sympathy blunts the keen ſeve- 
rity of pain, and gives ſorrow a more 
compoſed look; we love to ſee it in others, 
we love that others ſhould ſee it in us. 
Sorrow; when it paſſes bounds, is a weak- 
neſs; if not à crime; yet chere is not a 
worſe ſign of a man than to ſee him void 
of it in a proper place and degree. Coin- 
paſſion is not weakneſs: Our Savioux 
had much of it; it is a divine virtue! If 
there be, therefore, any conſolation in 
„Cnxisr, if any comfort of love, if any 
N 4 oy — | 
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Gaben dn c nde Keri if don dave 
nd merces, folkil ye my joy that ye may 
be like minded, having the ſame ſors, ö 


9 © being eee eie Philip. 


zi. Ig: Beit rt e rot, 
+ gthly, Let me fox before you the private 
dergtinn, the fervent piety of our Long. 
HBeſides his frequent ejaculations upon all 
agocaſians, he often retired to pray, and ſpent 
whale nights in it. When he ſat with his 
- diſciples, his diſcourſe. was ever of Gon 
and of goadneſs; his family aſſembled 
together; and the fear of Gap, was among | 
them. How great. does he appear when 
leading and directing their prayers! Our 
raiſe 4b&rs: He pours out his ſoul in pray- 
er, and they fervently. join in every re- 
gueſt; he prays with, he prays far them 
ad for all che world. Ought we nat to 
culti vate this ſpirit of devotion in ourſelves, 
aur children and ſetwants? Then would 


dur bouſe be the ſanctuary of the Logp, 


and the dwelling place of -holigels. Ir is 
no ſhame for the greateſt man to bg feen 
ae *: i 7: 
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on his knees, though the generality of this 
wiſe generation would bluſh to be found 
in humble ſupplication to their Maker, ex- 
old with the mon, whoſe characters we ſo 
much admire; whether Heathen, Jew, or 
Chriſtian, they were not aſhamed to ac- 
knowledge in their families their depend 
ence on a ſuperior power. Strange is it, 
indeed, that men ſhould now lay claim ta 
wiſdom, by. refuſing obedience to the po- 
five command of their Ma xxx, to the in- 
junction of their Saviour: But if we be 
lieve Insus 10 be the Son of Gon, and his 
goſpel no idle romance, we and aur houſe 
will ſerve the LoRD, and follow the example 
he gave, not only in family-worſhip but in 
private prayer. His thoyghts were always . 
of God, and he dedicated whole nigbts. to 
the employment of ſeeret devotion, -; This 
When thou prayeſt, thou ſhalt nat be as 
the hypaerites: are; for- they love to pray 
K ſanding in the 9 . 
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A ſeen of men. Verlly Liay uns yiou/they 
have cheir reward. But when thou prayeſt, 
L enter into thy cloſet, and when thou haſt 
* ſhut che door, pray to thy Father in ſe- 
4 cret, and thy Father who ſeeth in ſecret 
* will reward thee openly.“ Thongh we 
are alone, the Moſt High is ever with us. 
Darkneſs hideth not from him: In the ut- 
moſt ſolitude he will hear and return his 
Wirk ſervants an anſwer in peace. 
Would the time permit, I might men- 
tion many other virtues which we may 
leatn from our Loxp's example. I might 
ſet before you his patience in affliction; 
his ſubmiſſion and reſignation to the will 
of Gop; hisfincerity; bisconrempr of the 
world; his perfect contentedneſt in the 
meaneſt condition, and an hundred others. 


But you have his hiſtory in your hands; 


read it over and over, you cannot conſider 
it too wuck z chere is ho circumftance, no 
fituation in life, in which you will not from 
it be taught to act with propriety, We 
are Without excuſe, if we do not regulate 


Gti conduct by it: with ſuch: a glorious 


light to mera us, let it not be our dread- 
| ful 
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ful condemnation that we have preferred 
darkneſs. Let us not plead nor be afraid 
of our own weakneſs; for he who gave us 
ſuch an example, will, alſo give the aid of 
his holy Spririt to render effectual our fin- 
cere endeavours, and lead us to the regions 
of eternal * | 
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The ſame Subject continued, 
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Let this mind be in you which was alſa in 
Ori Jeſus. 


HAVE now another opportunity of re- 
commending to you the example of our 
bleſſed Lon D; and if we love him as much 
as we ought, and have a proper regard for 
our higheſt intereſt, the more we reflect on 
his life, the more will our ſatisfactions be 


increaſed ; though there ſhould be no pro- 
| a: 


I 
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fic in it, a well diſpoſed mind muſt have 
great pleaſure in dwelling on u character ſo 
complete and entire in all its parts, ſo per- 
fect a pattern of goodneſs and holineſs, 
But when, beſides the ſuperior excellency 
of it, we have every thing we value to re- 
commend it to us; when our Religion 
centres on it; when it is the character of 
the Founder of our faith, of him who com- 
forts us in ſickneſs, cheers our hearts in the 
hour of death, and confers a bleſſed immor- 
tallty after the grave; then ſurely we have 
every reaſon to aſpire after the * and 
converſation he had. 
ln my laſt diſcourſe on this Auen 

ſubject, I repreſented our Savioun in a 
familiar light among his relations, his ſer- 
vants, the poor, and the diſtreſſed, and con- 
ſidered him as a pattern for private and 
domeſtic devotion. Our bufineſs now is 
to reap all the advantage we can from his 
behaviour before the people. 

Now what is the firſt thing we look for 
in a man of public character? Diſintereſt- 
edneſs It is this which recommends the- 

judge 


| judge and the lawgiber: This gives force 
to the ſpeaker and reſpect to the ruler; 
0 aim at WAS thought to poſſeſs this 


| eſteemed if. che pole believe e. ſelfiſh; 
A man may ſay a great deal, perhaps ſay 
it better than any one elſe; but if we know 
him to be void of principle, we only admire 
him for acting his part ſo well; we think 
much of his head, but nothing at all of his 
heart; nor is it difficult to obſerve the dif- 
ference between a manof principle and him 
who has none. This man at one time ſup- 
ports an opinion with the greateſt keenneſs, 
and rails at all who think not as he does; 
but on another oecaſion he is not aſhamed 
ta run down the very men and opinions 
which he before ſo ſtrenuouſly defended : 
Intereſt. alone is his guide, and as that 
points, his favour or diſlike follows. But 
when a man means fincerely to do good, 
he keeps on in the direct road. Intereſt 


may come in his way: where every thing is 


fair, it is not to be ſlighted; but intereſt 


. never turn him aſide from the path of 
4 * virtue. 
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virtue. Conſcience guides his hand, di- 
rects his tongue, forms his friendſhips, and 
traces for him the whole plan of his life. 
Ho neceſſary is diſintereſtedneſs for a 
reformer in Religion! Such was the bleſſed 
Jxs us. If we ſearch his whole hiſtory from 
firſt to laſt, we ſhall find that he had no 
intereſt but the cauſe of virtue and the ſal- 
vation of the ſouls of men. What elſe 
was the reaſon of his coming into the 
world? When J am ſpeaking to a ſociety 
of Chriſtians, I need not ſay from what a 
heightof greatneſs he deſcended. © Though 
rich he became poor, that we from his 
poverty might be rich:“ Never was ſo 
great a deſign, never ſo perfect an accom- 
pliſhment. I do not talk now of redeeming 
love; I mean only the exertion of thoſe vir- 
tues and qualities of his heart, ue are 
* __ ſubject of our imitation; |» 

The way he took was the reverſe of vida 
intereſt would have pointed out. He had 
early trials, and his whole life was a ſeries 
of hardſhips. That we endure poverty is 
often from neceſlity, the faults of our pa- 

4 rents 
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rents or of others; ſometimes from no vice 
or indiferetion of our oπͤr, and always 
againſt our will. But our Lonb Was poor, 
© becauſe he ehoſe to appear ſo: His king- 
dom was” not of this world“ He had 
neither the ſupport of great friends nor che 
defence of many dependants. He was: a 
plain man; of mean birth; wich none, or 
nent to none, to tuke his part; but wich 
chouſands to lift their hands againſt him. 
But all this came not on him in the way of 
neceſſity: for “ as he had power to lay down 
© his life and to take it up,” ſo had he power 
to appear above the kings of the earth, or 
in the way he did; and he ſhows us in 
himfelf that a man may have dignity of 
fe, tough he be not numbered with the 
rich; nor ranked ergo the me ories of 


the earth. 
This — ey iche beißt ben of 


diſintereſtedneſi. And though ſimplicity of 
life is not the character of the age we live in, 
yet we cannot but admire thoſe who have 
had ſtrength of mind to be nobly poor; 
who could come from the boſom of pover- 

29117 8 | ty 


ry to aue their cohntryi and having done 
ſo, could lay aſide their deſer ved greatneſs, 
and with eaſe of mind return to poverty 
again: ſuperior to all theſe inftances was 
dur Lond. Though th Son of Gon, be 
ſubmitted to the pooreſt condition: he had 
nothing he could call his on; no place 
where to lay ie head. He was forſaken 
and deſpi ſed ; the rich were not his friends; 
che ſtrong did not take his part, From 
this we ought to learn to bear patiently our 
own burden. Here is another leſſon, not to 
value a man for the multitude of his poſe 
ſoſſions. And here is ſtill a more valuable 
leſſon, to do our duty though we {ſhould 
thereby bring poverty on ourſelves and 
dur children. There is no neceſſity for 
your ſon's being a rich man, but there is 
great neceliny alen not to do a n 
tion. agg o¹πjẽ,ũ¶ ]- ꝰ.οιαꝗ O οναφ%˙eͤe,ͤ va. 

— 'Lord's was a 
verſs of theirs *who have ſome worldly 
purpoſe to ſerve. When a man wants at 
all hazards to exalt himſelf, he exerts a 
rs PII Yan 


ſwaggers 


| freely whenever there was cauſe for it. 


of God were / falſe to their truſt; they had 


2e | Thadife of nα,,e̊d, Ser.l l. 
ſwaggers and talks big in another; he 


ſhifts about as the humoura of men vary; 
condemns what he thinks right, and praiſes 
what he thinks. wrong. But view our 
SAviOUR's behaviour to the rulers; inſtead 
of flattering, he-blames, and blames them 


Among the reſt, the ſervants of the houſe 


the people both great and ſmall entirely 
under their direction. If at variance with 
them, every one was your enemy; and their 


favour was che certain road to wealth and 


preferment. But they were bad men, aud 
their rank did not ſave them from being 
reproached by the Teacher of righteouſneſs; 
his juſt reproaches excited the malice of 
gine of revenge which wicked men uſe 
when they have got power into their hands. 
Neither did he flatter the humours of 


the people. This is a ſueceſoful way when 


men aim at popularity; they rail at one 
ſort of men without merey, but are equally 
mean in flattering toanother. But whenever 

p | * N. 1 | | [el 
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a man uſes much bitterneſs in ſpeech, there 
is great reaſon to ſuſpect that he is moved 
by intereſt or paſſion in the habit of zeal, 
When a man ſtares broad in, the face of my 
faults, but ſhuts his eyes at yours, how can 
I can imagine that he is directed by prin- 
ciple?. But our $Aviour covered no man's 
vices; yet whenever he finds fault there is 
decency, and whenever he praiſes there are 
no words of meanneſs. He had openneſꝭ 
without abuſe; goodneſs of heart always 
attended him, and he brought the ſpirit of 
meekneſs into the meetings of men; bitter 
language will never reform a bad man, it 
is much more likely to make him worſe. 
Obſerve with what calmneſs our Loxp 
defended the truth. His arguments for 
Religion and virtue were all drawn from 
reaſon and nature, but he never calls in the 
neſs cry ſhame on our ill-· nature in ma- 
naging diſputes? Civilized nations have 
laws to reſtrain even the ferocity of war; 
they approve not of thruſting a dagger into 
à man's back, or ſtealing poiſon into his 
O 2 drink; 


air 


drink; but no law is obſerved in the war 
of words; ſoul methods are fair, and fair 
foul. When men differ in opinion, hey 
throw abuſive, language in the fuce of each 
other; their moſt indifferent actions are 
conſtrued into bad deſigns. Intereſt digs 
the mine, paſſion lights the march, and in- 
 nocence itſelf is blown up. Bur is this the 
way to do good? Ie this like the Spirit of 
Irsus Ou In all his actions, in all his 
words, he was perfectly meek and lowly in 
ſpirir, and totally void of pride; which is 


one of the chief cauſes of inordinate anger. 


True zeal has no bitterneſs; and whether 
he blames their opinions or practices, he 
never uſes a rough word. How unlike the 
fiery 2ealors of the world! They raiſe them- 
ſelves on the downfal of others: Religion 

is made the pretence; but their true reaſon 
is, Sirs; ye know that by this craft we 
© have our wealth; and their cry to the 


people ie, en — of the — | 


„ fans, * err. £1. 1. 00 
And — was not u firuped 


N neither was "A influenced by the 
| praiſes 
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praiſes of men. For our aQons, praiſe h 
a motive — gain; but it is ſti 
better to do good for its on ſake, and 
from a ſenſe of duty. Thie was what he 
did; he had to oppoſe their prejudices, pre» 
judices which were yenerable, becauſe they 
came to them from their fathers, and in 
the dreſs of religion: but when he ende · 
voured to undecei ve them, inſtead of grate» 
ful applauſe, he met with the malice of the 
million ; they accuſed him as the enemy 
of Moſes, the enemy of his country, and 
the blaſphemer of God. But he did not 
live by the breath of men; and though the 
Phariſees thundered loud againſt him, he 
comforted himſelf in a good conſcience, 
and the approbation of his Heavenly Fa; 
ther: the peace of Gop gave him peace, 
though © the nations raged: 3 
* imagined vain things. 
What have we to — ant Cer- 
tainly, to do our duty though all men 
ſhould ſpeak ill of us. You are {ſometimes 
under a neceſſity of contradicting roundly 
p men to their faces, and 
16109 O 3 the 
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wicked will roar” againſt you When 
kurt by 4 ſtinging truth; they will in- 
fluence the paſſions of others to ſupport 
their malicious cauſe: all the prophers, all 
the apoſtles,” and Jusvs bimſelf, ſuffered 
much in this way. Who has not ſeen in- 
nocence ſuffering in the cuuſe of virtue! 
Obloquy and reproach attend it as its ſha- 
dows, Our 8avrovk, commanding us to 
follow himyCiys, If any man will be my 
* diſciple, let him take up his croſs and 
follow met“ And thus he argues, The 
diſeiple is not greater than his maſter, nor 
« theſervant than his lord.“ Yer this by no 
means ſuppoſes that you are to be indiffe- 
rent as to what people ſay of you he muſt 
de deſperately abandoned who has no re- 
gard to character; reputation has been 
held deurer than life, and is one of the laſt 

things a generous mind would part with: 
u good man wiſhes to be well thought of; 
it adds force to his inſtructions, and enables 
him to be more extenſively uſeful. But 
his is far from being his principal con- 
_ 3 his' firſt care is to do his duty; no 
5 praiſe, 
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praiſe, no gain, can come in competition 
with this : If he is approved and eſteemed, 
he needs not hide or deny the pleaſure it 
gives him: but, if /otherwiſe, he regrets 
that juſtice, Wy en * but does his 
duty ſtillll 

This — to our Annen. Ame 
time he is repronched with the meanneſ⸗ 
of his birth,“ Ie not this the carpenter 
ſon?” At another, they attack his good 
name ; he is accuſed of blaſphemy, and of 
working miracles by the power of evil ſpi- 
rits: yet all this, and much * could 

not make him deſiſt. 6 3 1 
- His public ſpirit was of the — Aalen 
nature; continued increaſing ill uſage could 
not alter his mind or damp his reſolution, 
His enemies were in every place: if he went 
to the palace, Herod was there; if to the 
temple, there was the high - prieſt; and if 
to the judgment -hall, behold. Pilate was 
there. Jeruſalem. ſwrarmed with his im- 
placable enemies, and the country abound - 
ed with his foes, But he perſeveres in che 
10 04 cauſe 
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ole of vierue; and the ul vation of fouls; 
even to che dea tn] 

This leads me to mention his diligence. 
He conſtantly attended the frequent haunts! 
of men; he taught in the temple; he follows: 
them to their own houſes, to enforce public 
inſtruction by private enample he loſes no 
opportunity of doing good: though fa - 
tigued and thirſty, he forgets the calls of 
nature to talk with and inſtruct the wo- 
man of Samaria. He travels from Galilee 

to Jeruſalem, from Jeruſalem to Galilee 
again; no trouble was too great, no hard- 
ſhips too ſevere, when a ſoul was to be 
ſaved. What a leſſon is here for the mi- 
niſters of his goſpel! As they are in ſo 
public a ſtation, they are for the riſing or 
falling of many; their virtues and vices 
muſt be ſeen; and are much copied after: 
for their own ſakes, therefore, for the ſake 
of the people, for the ſake of virtue and 
happineſs, ho active, how diligent, ſhould: 
they be in doing all the good in their 
power, and being faithful to their import- 
N x ©)... 


ant 
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ant charge. Be their condition ever ſo 
low, their conduct cannot be unconſequen- 
tial; for their neighbours, their friends and 
families, muſt either be made better or 
worſe, from che example they give, and 
the manner in which they. diſcharge their 
duty. And how glorious an encourage 
ment have they to be watchful and aſſi- 
duous; for * they that turn many to righ- 
teouſneſ Weite waſwen Tec even 
a and ever. 
Next to his diligence, obſerve his confits 
enqy of charscter. This is what many do 
not aim at How often does youth promiſe 
what manhood never performs? fachers 
and mothers are, indeed, bad judges in 
forming expectations; they fondly ima- 
gine their children ſuperior to others. Na- 
flattery of their neighbours increaſes the 
miſtake ; but when the child appears in 
the world, the hopes of parents and of 
friends are often found to be falſe. | 
ag 3 a man turns out well, how 
many 
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many inconfiſtencies appear in the youth 
bow mamy in the grown man ! and often 
are people at different times as diſtant from 
chenſelves us eaſt from weſt We cannot 
judge of a man from a few years, not even 
Tom u coe nor can ——— 

rec till Nis Breath id t. 
But che life of the bleſſed uu ' was 
conſiſtent throughout: in early youth he 
had the compoſure of ripe years,” and his 
ripened manhood had the ſweetneſs and 
innocence of youth. What age was he of 
when he ſar among the doors ? Wiſdom 
and truth were in the mouth of à child, 
and the inſtructions of his advanced years 
were delivered with the open unreſerve of 
infancy. In his life all was of a piece; he 
Had not kindneſs this day, and a diſtant 
- edldneſy the 'next'; he had not ſweet uffu- 
dility in one place, and ſour reſerve in 
another. Here is another leſſon for us. 
How mean does that man appear, who has 
one opinion with you; and another with 


me! who ſupports an "argument in this 
FOR 3 | come 
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company, und runs it down in the next! 
But this does not imply that we are never 
to alter our opinions or behaviour : When 
the change proceeds from deliberate in- 
quiry and juſt reaſoning, there is even a 
conſiſtency in the alteration; and when we 
find that we have embraced an opinion too 
raſhly, we ſhould learn modeſty and diſ- 
truſt of ourſelves, nor ever deſpiſe a man 
| becauſe he thinks as we formerly did. A 
change from principle is known by good 
nature and charitable judgment; but when 
it leads to violence or harſh language, itis 
probably the offipring of intereſt or of 
pride, If virtue and goodneſs be the ob- 
jects of our inquiry, and reaſon our guide, 
ſuch alterations will happen but ſeldom; 
our praQtice will be always, or for the moſt 
part, conſiſtent, and we ſhall aim at that 
uniformity which adorned * life of our 
Lord, 1 
The laſt thing I adh a mention is his 
patience under afflitions, and his perfect 


reſignation to the will of Gor; How con- 


ſpicuous 
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ſpicuous did this appear through his whole 
life l. Wich what: luſtre. did: it ſhine at his 
death! Where have we the beſt view of 
him in this reſpeR? Is it in the hall of the 
higbꝰ prieſt, or beſare the judgment · ſeat of 
Pilate? Is it when he faces the falſe witneſ- 
ſes; when: he comforts the dying penitent, 
or prays for his murderers ? Hard- hearted 
men |; againſt whom did ye raiſe your 
hand? how much was there to diſarm 
your rage l Here ſtood the \Phariſees, 
there Jrsus CRI; curſing and blaſ- 
phemy were in their moutha, glory to Gop 
and love to men in hi the thorns on his 
head; the naila in his feet, and the ſpear in 
his fide: while his eyes, his pitying eyes, 
were raiſed to Heaven in their behalf; 
and his earneſt prayer was, Father, for- 
„give _ for. give know not . they 
Ado ©! og len in 447 
After fach an 8 mall we i 
at the afflictians M life, or harbour malice 
and revenge in our hearts? His ſufferings 
were greater, antl his patience ſuperior, to 
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whar any man either folt or exerted j for 
he ſuffered without cauſe, being perfectly 
innocent. When we endure calamities, 
our conſciences tell us we deſerve more 
from the Gop we have ſinned againſt; and 
that our puniſhtnents are leſꝭ than our ini- 
quities deſerve. He took bur infirmities 
« and bore our griefs:” We ſuffer for our- 
ſelves and our own tranſgreſſions; and 
ſurely the more our guilt, the greater rea- 
ſon have we for patience. What glory, 
ſuys St Peter; * is it, if hen ye be bufs 
*feted for your faults ye ſhall rake it pa- 
* tiently ? but if when ye do well and ufa 
fer for it ye take it patiently, this is ac 
 *ceptable- with God for Hereunto were 
ve called, becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for 
us, leaving us an example that weſhonld 
follow his ſteps who did no ſin 
Zuch was the life of the 84 Võοννun of the 
dd! I deſcech you peruſs it often, and 
conlider attentively the pattern you are 
commanded to copy. What is our religion 
Fong for, if, inſtead of doing what he did, 
we 
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we do what he did not, and what he for- 
bad us to do? Let this mind be in you that 
was in CHRIS J asus. Let vur life be fo 
ordered, that when others ſee how good 
we are at home, how exemplary abroad, 
chey may be at no loſs to ſay, That is a 
Chriſtian, that life has been formed on 
the example of the Son of God. 
Bleſſed Insu who has promiſed to be 
with thy faithful people to the end of the 
world, we beſeech thee to have compaſſion 
upon our infirmities ; and while we adore 
thy infinite perfections, while we bleſs thee 
for thy amazing love and igoodneſs to the 
children of men, enable us by the gracious 
aid of thy Holy Spirit, to make thy hu- 
manity che guide of our actions, and thy 
Ufe : giving precepts the rule of our wills; 
that when chou comeſt again, arrayed in 
the ſplendor and majeſty of the Godhead, 
attended by: the glorious hoſts of Heaven, 
to render impartial juſtice in the judgment 
of the world, we may be found among the 


e e chou wilt 
ſay, 
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ſay, Well done, good and faithful ſervant, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. And 
to thee, OF nxt RoindBorrBacer, ; 
we deſire to offer uppraiſe, adoration,glory, 
and thankſgiving, now and while we * 
2 being. AMEN. ; 
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wenn n 
ro. Two men went up into the temple to pray, 
be one a Pbariſee and the other a publican. 
18. The Phariſce flood, and prayed thus with 
himſelf, God, I thank thee that I am not as 
' other men are, extortioners, unjuſt, adul- 
 terers, or even as this publican. 
12. 1 foft twice in the week, I give tithes of 
all that | poſſeſs. 
13. And the publican, flanding afar off, would 
not lift up ſo much as his eyes unto heaven; 
but fmote upon his breaft, ſaying, God be 


merciful to me a. finer. 
3 14.1 
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14. { tell you, this man went down to bis houſe 
. tulifed rather than the other + For cv 
cue that exalteth bimfel/ ſhall be ab 
5 he that as nn be * 


I di 49d jo many ndert dl bur blrg 
ſed Savigyr's dilcourſes, he endea+ 
yours to make us good by engaging our 
fineſt paſſions: Whoever can be agreeably 
affected with tender deſcriptions, can re- 
liſh nice ſtrokes of nature, and is poſſeſſed 
of a feeling heart, will here have much ſas 
tiefaRion; On reading this ſhort ſtory, 
eſpecially the laſt part of it, 4 man's heart 
muſt glow if he has in bis nature any taſte 
for the ſofter: ſentiments of humanity. 
Here great circumſtances crowd upon one 
another, and the full heart finds vent for 
its feelings, in one ſhort ſentence, | I ſhall 
duſt mention the occaſion of this parable. | 
Among their other faults, the Phariſees 
oF an eee, of daran ety 
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Key Baibveat that Gob loved them with a 
tial fondneſs; and as they thought them- 
ves .o high in his fayour, they imagined 
KOkkted att Oey beſides: And theſe 
- falſe notions they brought with them to 
the houſe of Gop; the very laſt place where 
ſuch as they ought to enter: And as our 
oy 84K dux particularly deſigned to inculcate 

the-oppoſite virtue of humility, to bring 
| down. the haughty leoks of the Phariſees 
Vu che deſigwof this parable; in which 
He fhows with what lowlineſs and humi- 


75 lity v we ought to addreſs Se to the 


12 Ruler of the Univerſe.” 2 
Our Savio never Utes hiv advice 
In the dreſs of a parable but when it-is of | 
more than common importance; for by 
this method of enforeing inſtruction, the 
memory 1 is aſſiſted, the fancy pleaſed; and 
che beft counſel appears in the moſt grace- 
ft and engaging manner! How tenderly 
is ſymparky deſcribed in the ſtory of the 
good Samaritan; the merey of Gop in that 
ok the riotous ſon; and in how feeling h 
Willhner is the forrdly of a converted fin- 

ner 
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ner repreſented i in this avs ee and 
che publican! 

The Phariſees had managed matters ſo 
well for their own intereſt, that for a long 
time they ſecured in their own families 
all the offices of government and all the. 
places of profit; and when the chief autho- 
rity paſſed into the hands of the Romans, 
they comforted themſelves for the want of 
civil power, by having an uncontrolled 
ſway over the minds of the people: to gain 
this, they profeſſed a mighty zeal for all the 
ceremonies of the law of Moſes: they truſts 
ed they were righteous; but it was not a 
righteouſneſs of that kind which conſiſts 
in love to Gop and charity to man. As 
far as ſacrifices could go, or attendance'on 
the ſervice of the temple, there could not 
be better men; but to balance this, they 
were treacherous, hard-hearted, and nar- 
row minded. = 
Beſides truſting in chintGtves = 
ehvblic meanly of all others; the natural 
conſequence of all kinds of pride: they 
held all ſtrangers in contempt; and made 
f e — 
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light of their di ſtreſſes. All the Jews had 
narrow prejudieed minds; the Phariſees ex- 
ceeded the others in this; and as they 
eſteemed themſelves the favourites of Gop, 
they ſhut the door of mercy on all who 
differed in opinion from them: they par- 
ticularly defpiſed the Gentiles; and if chey 
happened to ſpeak or fat at meat with them, 
it required a long courſe of nme 
to waſh off the ſtain. 
| | There cannor be a worle ign, my bre- 
thren, of a man's religion, than when he 
is always. talking and making a mighty 
ſtir abour it, True religion turns a man's 
mind too much upon his own faults to 
allow. him to be ſharp-ſighted in ſpying 
out the errors of others; but when a man 
has the religion of a Phariſee, he magnifies 
the errors of others into mighty tranſgreſ- 
fions, and his proud heart flutters with 
joy at the failings or misfortunes of his 
neighbours, as if the one increafed his own 
righteouſneſs and the other his proſperity, 


The Phariſees of our Say10vR's time had 


much of chis temper; and to correct thoſe 
Foil 3 proud 
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proud miſtaken a . 
rable. 

* Two men, yr he, Nene 
© the remple,” both on the ſame buſineſs, 
to pray. But how oppoſite, even in the 
eyes of the world, were theſe two kinds of 
men; the Phariſees ſuch as 1 have deſcri- 
bed them. The Publicans were employed 
by the Romans in collecting their revenues. 
It was uſual with them to agree with thoſe 


in power, on as eaſy terms as they could, 


for what each province had to pay; and 
as the intention of entering into that con- 
tract was to make as much as they could 
for themſelves, they held a very heavy 
arm over the people. Where money was 
to be got, the means were never conſidered; 
and thoſe in power being equally oppreſ- 
fors themſelves, it was in vain for the 
people to hope that complaints would 
bring redreſs. But as the hand of the pu- 
blican was ſeen while that of the gover- 
nor was in the dark, the whole hatred fell 
to the ſhare of the publican. The Jews. 


were extremely fond of every thing that 
| * be- 
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belonged to their country; dd chough 
force made them yield, an unbroken ſpirit 
made them fret under the yoke: As they 
could not get the better of theſe oppreſſors, 
their hatred went beyond all bounds; they 
hated the publicans as the enemies of Go 
and of his people. me ch ; ao 
To make a very viking. contraſt, our 
: SAVIOUR places a publican oppoſite to the 
high · minded Phar ſee: they appear before 
Gov at the ſame time; but with what dif- 
ferent features! The one came to boaſt of 
his goodneſs; the other to weep for his 
fins: the Phariſee hoped for every good 
for his own ſake; the Publican had ere 
but in the merey of GS. 

Ver. 11. The Phariſee ſtood, &. How 
ach; pride is here! how uncharitable the_ 
temper with which he prays ! He comes 
before Gop' with an high look and a 
haughty countenance, and, as a preface to 
his prayer, condemns all the world: God, 
* 1 thank thee, that'I am not as other men 
are.“ Could pride ſay more? In prayer, 

it is natural for a man to have all his 
| I. thoughts 
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thoughts about himſelf, and to have a deep 
ſenſe of his on wants; but the Phariſee 
ſets Out with 8 other ſentiments: a He be» | 
heved there were few, very feu, who ſerved 
Gop faithfully; and even among theſe 
few, pride told him he was à diſtinguiſhed 
character. What language was this for a 
man addreſſing the Judge, of the whole 
earth? intl 
Bur it is the wage which he ſpoke 
thay is principally to be. blamed ;. for had 
he done, with a feeling ſenſe of the mercy 
of God, what he did in oſtentation of him- 
ſelf, all might have been well. A good 
man may, with a ſincere heart, thank Gop 
that he has not gone with ſinners; it. is a 
great ſubje of thankfulneſs; fof any man 
that Gop has ſupported him in the midſt 
of temptations, before which thouſande 
have fallen: but let him do this in the ſpi- 
rit of humility, wich a deep ſenſe of his 
wants and imperfections. Tou may thank 
Gop for what you are, but let contempt 
and inſult of others be far from ou. 
et though the character he ſo much 
$332 P 4 1 boaſts | 
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boaſts of had deen real, yet What had de 
to value himſelf ſo much upon? It is but 
ſmall ground of praiſt to a man that he 
{s not an adulterer, that he lu not & knave 
of che firſt rank What foundation has 4 
man to boaſt becauſe he does not oppreſſ 
the poor? that he does not take what is not 
his due? or that he has not brought into his 
houſe thegreateſt impurity ? There are many 
other ins to keep him humble. Though 
you be no extortioner, your hands may be 
cloſe, and you may have no piry; you 
may never, perhaps, aſk more chan is 
yours of right, and after all be a-very cruel 
than : and one may be guilty of great im- 
putity, and" yet ſtop ſhort ef corrupting | 
the wife of his friend. | 
Still, to make the caſe worſe, he goes on 
to muke application of all to the hearts 
broken publican; and had he been as bad 
# any of his kind ever was, in how im- 
proper a place and ſituation is he inſulted! 
Would it not have been a more natural 
and charitable reflection to have thought 
that her was an end of wickedneſs, and 
1 the 


geb. I, Phase and Publiden, 196 


the beginning of 2 good life ? And how 
treat the cruelty'6f throwitig bitter in ved - 
tive in the face of dne Who had the fie 
and poſture of & penitetit! His devour yeſ- 
ture, his downeaſt eyes, and ihe tears chat 
fell from them, plainly indicated the for- 
tow that dwelt in his heart. Might not 
the Phariſte have judged that ſortow was 
the firſt ſtep to the favour of Gop? But he 
whiſted to exalt himſelf at the expence of 
all the world; and he exalted himielf im 
ſuch a way ans want) cries te = 
him. 
The Pharittes prayer wh}? 'bb WH 
phrafed thus: * 1 bleſs thee, O Gop, for 
the many good qualities 1 have; 1 have 
" ſeen much wickedneſs in the world, 
n which has never come neat me. Thou, 
* O'Lbnrd! knoweſt how far injuſtice, op- 
«preſſion, and imputity beat (Way ; but 1 
am not unjuſt, 1 never oppreſ# any, 1 am 
4 no flave to pleafure; but wharever is 
right, whatever is honotirable, has ever 
been my rule. Thou wilt reward me; 
® happineſs is wy de thou caꝶ nor withs 
40 gold 


Ti ant e e Ser. 1, 


_ * boldit from mei thou never canſt put me 
* on alevel with this very, bad man. for 1 
« © know thou loveſt me,” +4 
"He had before made a boaſt of his morals, 
now he comes to his religion; I faſt twice 
4 in the week,” What he wanted in a good 
lie, he made upby keeping to all the forms 
of Religion. It is extremely eaſy to have 
this outward religion. You may regularly 
attend the church, arid for all that be a very 
bad man. Youmay faſt much; the Phariſees 
faſted much; you may pray loud and long; 
they did i v you may give tithes of every 
thing; ſo did they, Whatever difficulties 
other people laboured under in this reſpect. 
he made no ſcruple of giving the tenth of all 
that belonged to him; yet without the 
ſmalleſt concern he might have ſeen the 
poor ſtarving. He might have been a 
treacherous, friend and implacable enemy, 
and yet for cheſe things he vainly truſted 
he was righteous. The Phariſees were 
equally hypocrites in Religion and in mo- 
+ rals; they faſted, prayed, and gave alms, 
erely: to be ſeen of men; and they ated 
"TEE the 
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the hypocrite ſo long. that they came al moſt. 
to belleve themſelves in earneſt; at leaſt 
they came to think, that it was eaſier to ob- 
tain pardon for any want of duty than the 
ſmalleſt, neglect of bodily worſhi ß. 
This is one fide of the picture: but caſt 
your eyes on the other fide of the temples; 
and there you ſee, modeſty, humility, and 
ſelf-condemnation, in the poſture of the 
praying publican. 

Ver. 13. Like others of his office, he 
nerhaps had ground the face of the poor: 
he alſo might have made a trade of falſe 
accuſations, Which in their hands. Was 
a very profitable buſineſs, All theſe things 
were againſt him, but ſincere ſorrow mace | 
up for them. 

Lou may obſerve one 1 ti⸗ 
ſing above another to ſhow the great hu- 
mility of the publican; the firſt is, he 
* ſtood afar off!“ It is probable he came 
to the temple with a very heavy heart, and 
he had reaſon. He knew what ſort of 
men ought to come thither, and he was 
conſcious how he had paſſed his life. The 

temple 
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tetaple was a place for piety and integrity, 
but he had been greatly deficient in both: 
yet, truſting in the mercy of Gov, with 
trembling ſteps he ventures into the tem» 
ple. When entered, every thing there 
ſtrikes him with awe and reverence; his 
fins and unworthineſs ruſh upon his mind; 
his humility tells him he has advanced too 
far; and his heart aſſures him that any 
place is too good for him. The Phariſee. 
buſtles forward with high lobks and his 
heart ſwoln with pride; and though the 
houſe of. God had been ten times more 
holy than it was, he would have thought 
it not too holy for him. But the publiean 
had no occaſion to be told of his faults; 
and he finds no fault with others. Tou 
ſee he keeps at 4 diſtance even from his 
fellow- creatures, as thinking all of them 
far above him in every good quality, 
He would not fo much as' lift up his 
+ eyes to heaven,” Devotion, my bre- 
thren, appears iti two ways. When a man 
has been long conſcious of his ſincerity in 
ENT OO with a firm heart and 
earneſt 
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earneſt faith he raiſes his heart and eyes 
to the throne of Gop: but when a peni- 
tent has firſt come to a ſenſe of his fins, his 
religion is fearful and full of doubts; he 
is humbled in the duſt with grief and 
ſhame for his paſt conduct. It was pro» 
bably long before our publican came to 
know himſelf; his conſcience ſtarted as it 
were from ſleep; he was diſturbed' and 
amazed at himſelf; from every quarter his 
imagination raiſes fearful ſpectres; every 
harſh thing he had done, every father 
and mother whom, with their infants, he 
had reduced to poverty, all ruſh on his 
view; and from a deep ſenſe of his guilt, 
he has not courage to lift his eye to hea- 
ven. Ir is preciſely in this ſpirit that Ezra 
pra ys ch. ix. 3. 6. And atthe evening Iaroſe 
from my heavineſs; and having rent my 
garment and my mantle, I fell upon my 
* knees, and ſpread out my hands unto 
the Lord my God, and ſaid, My God, I 
© am.albamed, and bluſh to lift up my face 


1 9 eme, os 
( in; 


u increaſed overour heads, and o our creſpuſ 
* grown up to the heavens? 
A third circumſtance pee of his 
ſorrow and penitence is © ſtriking on his 
breaſt!” He had loſt his integrity; he 
aw his Maker armed with wrath, and his 


arm ſtretehed out againſt him. Conſcience 


lays hold on him, and he goes mourning 
all the day. Comfort did not viſit his eye- 
lids, but tears were to him as his meat. 
This is the language of true penitence: I 
am weary with my groaning; every night 
*© waſh I my bed and water my couch with 
my tears; mine eyes fail becauſe of grief. 
_ © Behold, O Lord, for I am in diſtreſs, my 
* bowels are troubled, mine heart is turned 
within me, for 1 have grievouſly rebel - 
jede“ But in the midſt of his diſtreſs; he 
earneſtly applies for mercy; and, ſmiting 
his breaſt, he prays, er ve r 
. a amer tt“ % g. 
There is a aubeschatbfäage deſpair: of 
an conditions it is the moſt melancholy to 
imagine that Gop has forgotten to be gra- 
cious; ſuch a man neither hopes nor ap- 
ä plies 


sern. Phaſes andPillicon. wg 
plies for merey: but our publican does 
both. It was his comfort that Gop is 
mereiful and ſlow to wrath. He had left 
is father's houſe, but God ſaw him from 
afar, and was pleaſed to ſee his penitent 
returning. He ſaw there was enough for 
him and to ſpare; and he truſted in that 
mercy and goodneſs which is never with» 
held from the fincere in heart. Gop, have 
mercy upon me a finner! © I cannot con- 
*'ceal the evil of my heart; thou knoweſt 
ir all. I truſt not in myſelf; my hope 
alone is in thy mercy: though I am 
a wicked beyond meaſure, yet look down 
from heaven, have mercy upon me, and 
* forgive my tranſgreſſions.” A feeling 
and a full heart gave witneſs to the ſince- 
rity of his confeſſion; and we have every 
reaſon to think that his ſorrow was attend 
ed with hearty 1 reſolutions of leading a bet= 
ter life. This is the only thing that makes 
a Teal penitent; without it, his ſorrow 
would have been unavailing; and had he 
oppreſſed the people when he left the ten- 
| ple, * ſhow of penitence would have 
greatly 


wo i 5 n 
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greatly attrevated his crime; his preſent 
'appcdrance would have been an inſult up- 
on Gab: and if there is a God of infinite 
truth and juſtice, he muſt not only hate, 
but dreadfully puniſh, hypocriſy. r. 
Ia the tath verſe they are again placed 
in our view i and haare we bave the moral 
we the whale ſtory. - 
©» Though the life of dhe ane had no by 
lor an it. yet his pride, uncharitableneſi, 
and narrow contracted heart, were highly 
offenſive to Gop; and though the puhli- 


n fncare for 


row: and uuaffected penitence procured 
him peace. Our Saviops builds his doc- 
trine upon this foundatian, that all men 

are finners The proud Phariſees gave no 
eredit to ſo humbling a fyſtem; hut Cg N 

ame do call, not the righteous, but fingers 

29 fepentance. This comfortable doctrine 
i hald aut before us in all the New Teſta- 
ment. A Chriſtian was to be ſaved thro! 
tbe hlood and mediation of Cxisr; the 
| Pharyſee truſted in himſelf. A Phariſce 
OY, Coy a con- 


verted 


4 
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 verted dinner rejoices in the offer. * Pride 
keeps the one back; humility brings the 
other forward. The one had to part with 
his ſins; he was already in a fair way, for 
he acknowledged and was: grieved for 
them: The other had to part with hypo- 
criſy, pride, and a narrow ſpirit. This 
facrifice was not ſo eaſily made, The mild 
diſpoſition of the publican could allow 
the Phariſee to ſhare with him in all his 
hopes of religion; but the proud heart of 
the Phariſee could not beat to think that 
an Heathen or à publican ſhould be put 
on a level with him: but, till he poſſeſſed 
this Chriſtian temper, he would be rejected 
of Gop; for every one that exalteth him - 
“ ſelf ſhall be abaſed, and he that hum» 
4 bleth himſelf ſhall be exalted.” Pride, 
my brethren, deſtroys its own end; it in- 
ſolently indeed demands reſpect, but none 
in reality reſpect the proud man: his rank 
and fortune often make his inferiors and 
dependants flatter him, and his pride miſ- 
takes the counterfeit for ſterling. But 
Na is the ſtate 1 in which humility is not 


Q both 


enemy; but a lowly ſpirit 4 is of great o_ 
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both * and reſpected? every one ſtrives 
to put the man forward whoſe humility | 
draws him back. But what is ſtill more 
to be. conſidered, pride makes Gop your 


with him. 

This ſhort parable; my brethren, teaches 
us to be humble, modeſt, and ſelf-denied. 
If you are proud, like the Phariſee, you 
cannot be of the number of CuRIST's fol- 
lowers: His terms are, Come unto me 
all ye that labour and are beavy laden, and 
* I will give you reſt; take my yoke upon 

you and learn of me, for I am meek and 
Ne id bear, and ye ſhall find reſt to 
* your ſouls.” Be not therefore, my bre- 
thren, high minded, but fear; humble 
yourſelves before your Gop, and you may 
have full and certain hope that he will one 
day raiſe you to the higheſt dignity and 
honour in che preſence of his bleſſed an- 


SE R- 


s E RM ON XI. 


On the ATTENTION to SPIRITUAL 
Taincs.. | 
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Kr your ur odio on things abou; not on thing 


LL our actions, of any conſequence, 
are performed with a deſign to pro- 


' mote what we think our happineſs. This 
18 the mark at which we all take aim, but 
we are often ſtrangely miſtaken in the ob- 
jets of our purſuit. Viewed at a diſtance, 

Ke ror capable of conferring the moſt 

Q 2 ſolid 
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ſolid comfort; but when in our poſſeſſion, 
they are frequently fraught with miſery 
inſtead of expected joy. Man's greateſt 
wiſdom muſt therefore conſiſt in making 
a proper choice, in viewing things in their 
diſtant conſequences, and in preferring a 
future real and ſubſtantial good to every 
preſent tranſitory ' ſatisfaction, This is 
what religion propoſes to reach : it diſco- 
vers to us, that this life is a ſtate of trial; 
and that, in order to attain true happineſs, 
we muſt look forward to another world. 
We are candidates for Heaven, we are heirs 
of immortality; it ſhould therefore be our 
principal and perpetual care to prepare our- 
ſelves for that ſtate: and as it is by far the 
moſt important of our concerns, it ſurely 
demands the greateſt portion of our time, 
attention, and diligence. This the Holy 
Scriptures impreſs upon us in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, and enforce it by the moſt weighty 
motives. + Our bleſſed Saviour exhorts 
us to lay up treaſure in Heaven,” and 
to ſeek the kingdom of God in the firſt 
* TO for that all othbs things ſhall be 
* added 


Ser. 13. li 


« added to it.” The apoſtles, after the 
example of their Divine Maſter, direct us 
© to have our converſation in Heaven; 
and in the text, St Paul exhorts us to 
« ſet our affections on things nen Hot 
on things on earth.” 

The reaſon which particularly led the 
Apoſtle to give this advice to the Coloſhans, 
was this : They had been lately converted 
to Chriſtianity from the errors of Pagan- 
iſm; and as it is very difficult for men to 
free themſelves all at once from long con- 
tracted prejudices, they ſtill retained a 
mighty attachment to ſome of their former 
errors. Many of them had been trained 
up in the ſchools of the Heathen philoſo- 
phers, and they wiſhed to conſtitute a kind 
of Chriſtianity. which might agree with 
ſome of their favourite doctrines. Among 
other things, finding Angels frequently 
mentioned in Scripture, though never as 
the objects of adoration, they thought pro- 
per to ſubſtitute them in the place of the 
mferior deities, whom, when Heathens, 
ey” had been accuſtomed to worſhip. 


Q 3 Againſt 


* 
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Againſt this error St Paul warns them in 
the ſecond chapter of this' Epiſtle : © Let 
* no man beguile you,” ſays he, of your 
© reward in a voluntary humility and wor- 
* ſhipping of angels, intruding, into theſe 
* things he hath not ſeen, vainly puffed 
„up by his fleſhly mind.” Inſtead of 
truſting to ſuch uncertain advocates, the 
Apoſtle defires them to place their whole 
hopes upon the reſurrection of CHRIST: 
If ye then be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe 
things which are above, where Chriſt 
* fittech at the right hand of God.” i. e. If 
ye have hopes of attaining everlaſting hap- 
pineſs through his reſurrection, it becomes 
you to look far beyond the things of this 
life to rhat ſtate where only real and per- 
manent felicity can be found; and to ex- 
pect it alone from obedience to him who 
by his death procured, and by his reſur- 
rection confirmed, your hopes of it. Set 
therefore your affection on things ater 
© not on things on earth.” 0 
To illuſtrate this advice of St Paul's 


reader _ I pr TO 


1. To 


Ser. 13. Spiritual Things, 
I. To pon che duty it inculcates ; 


and, 
II. To whales nates ae which 


ſhould. incline us tothe performance af it. 


As to the firſt: The duty required is in 
general, thecultivationof thattemper which 
is directly oppoſite to worldly-mindedneſs,, 
to that carnal affection which confines our 
views to this life, and never permits our 
thoughts to extend beyond what we ſee. 
A real Chriſtian underſtands perfectly the 
intrinſic value of all ſublunary objects; he 
conſiders himſelf as a pilgrim and ſtranger 
on earth; views the unſatisfaQtory nature 
of all terreſtrial bliſs; and prepares himſelf 
for another ſtate of exiſtence by dedicating 
his preſent to a courſe of virtue. For _ | 
purpoſe it is neceſſary, - 

I, That our defires after the Rios 
of this life be moderate. But this by no 
means implies that it is inconſiſtent either 
with our nature as rational beings, or our 
character as Chriſtians, to beſtow a proper 
| en attention on the things: of this 


. pre- 


3 


248 On the Attention to ger. 13. 


preſent world; for, by both theſe, we are 
rather excited to induſtry and diligence in 
whatever ſituation we are placed It im- 
plics no more, than that we muſt not al- 
low the cares and concerns of this life to 
take too much hold of us; they muſt not 
engrofs the whole of our attention, nor muſt 
owe beſtow that time upon them which 
reaſon and religion both aſſure us ſhould 
be devoted to the fervice of Gon. We 
muſt not purchaſe wealth, honour, or the 
eſteem of men, at the en 
nu. a good conſcience. | 
I: is further required of us, char we Cle 
tertain not hopes of too high a nature, and 
buoy up ourſelves with expectations be- 
yond our condition of life, or ſurpaſſing 
our abilities to accompliſh, This miſtaken 
ambition marks the character of the world - 
ly minded: they entertain the moſt tow- 
ering thoughts of their own abilities and 
deſerts; they plan the greateſt ſchemes for 
the gratiſication of their ruling paſſion; 
butequally miſtaken in the object and the 
means, they aften at the laſt meet => 
grief 


ger. 13. 
grief and diſappointment, But there is « 


power of every rational being; that is, the 
noble aim of aſpiring at the favour of 
Go, and becoming worthy of being ad- 
mitted to his Heavenly kingdom. Nor 
does this in the leaft interfere with a rea» 
ſonable attention to fame or fortune: A 
real Chriſtian, as a man, will feel for his 
character; but his wiſh to gain the efteem 
of men will be fo corrected; that be will 
always do what is right though his name 
ſhould be traduced; and though be may 
not meet with applauſe and eſteem, he will 
ever be careful to deſerve them, 

As to niches, a good man need not de- 
ſpiſe them; he may be ſenſible that they 
have many and great advantages, but he 


will proportionate his liking and defire of 


them according to their real intrinſic worth. 
He will give them their due; but ſtill they 
will be found light in the balance with 
religion and integrity: His deſires after 
them will not be ſo violent, nor his expec- 


them ſo high, as to make him 


miſerable 
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line of ambition ſaited to and within the 


by 
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miſerable if diſappointed; for he conſiders 
all wordly things as' liable to change: he 
ſees that all ſchemes of aggrandizement 
are eaſily blown up; and therefore, when 
good fortune arrives, he rejoices in his en- 
larged power of doing good, and grate- 
fully adores the ſource from whence it 
flows. But ever keeping in view the in- 
| ſtability of fortune, and his deſires being 
always bounded by moderation, his ſoul 
maintains — mg een 
overtake him. $9542 
aaly, We ſhould 3 e to 
meditate upon a future life and the inſi- 
nite concerns of it. This world is the wil- 
derneſs through which we are travelling 
to the promiſed land of inheritance; and 
our chief aim ſhould be to attain the hap- 
py poſſeſſion of thoſe joys which will be 
eternal. The means of ſecuring an happy 
futurity, we ſhould conſider as the moſt ſe- 
rious and principal employment of our 
lives; and conſequently ſhould at all times 
impreſe on our minds the great value of 
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the happineſs chat is in reſerve for the 
good, In our journey through this world, 
the cares and neceſſary concerns of it muſt 
no doubt take up a great part of our at- 
tention. The conſtitution of our natures 
and our unavoidable avocations, put it out 
of our power to have our thoughts every 
moment directed towards heaven; our 
preſent ſituation renders ſuch an abſtrac- 
tion from this world impoſſible; nor does 
our merciful Maker require it: But we 
muſt call back our attention to Religion 
on every proper occaſion; we muſt not 
wander too far from it, nor at any time act 
inconſiſtently with its principles. Weought 
daily ro employ ſome portion of our time 
in meditation upon Gop, and the nature 
of our ſtate with regard to our preſent and. 
future exiſtence; in refleting on that 
power which made, and that wiſdom: 
which governs, the world; in contempla- 
ting the great goodneſs of Gop, wha ſo 
loved the creatures of his power, that he 
gave his own Sox to expiate their tranſ- 
greſſions, and procure the terms of their 
Lon attaining | 


c 
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attaining everlaſting happineſs. And ſhould 


| din 


we not frequently let our thoughts dwell 
on the inexpreſſible love and compaſſion 
of the bleſſed Jzsvs, who lived deſpiſed, 
and died in torment, to ſave us from the 
wrath to come? Such contemplations will 


\ . elevate our ſouls to grateful adoration; ex- 


cite them to the love and practice of every 
virtue, and make them overflow with ac- 
knowledgraents for ee e e PREY 
cies of GW. 
rann 
above) what joy maſt ariſe in our minds 
from reflecting, that when we fhall have 
| finiſhed our courſe here, a crown of righte- 
ouſneſs awaits us hereafter! A real good 
man receives comfort from every accident 
of this life, whether proſperous or adverſe: 


He knows that afflictions are but tempo- 


ral, and that the hour is faſt approaching 
when every loſs will be forgot and every 
difficulty farmounted. With the ſame 
eagerneſs men proſecute their ſchemes of 
pleaſure or ambition, does he purſue the 
means of future ha ls. He conſiders 


heaven 
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heaven as his home, the earth as his pri- 
ſon: the thought of death gives him com—ꝛ 
fort; it ſhows him the term of all his ca- 
lamities; it conducts him to the harbour 
where he ſhall enjoy everlaſting tranquil- 
lity; and his mind is cheered and ſupport- 

ed by the proſpe& of chat reſt which will 
then be afforded to the people of Goo. 
_ . ,zdly, If your affections are really ſet on 
things above, to meditation you will add 
frequent, carneſt, and humble prayer. A 
great part of the enjoyment of heaven muſt 
conſiſt in dwelling for ever in the preſence 
of the moſt bleſſed Gop: Now this parc 
of the happineſs of heaven, a devout ſoul 
in ſome degree enjoys on earth. When in 
the true ſpirit of deyorion you addreſs 
_ _ yourſelves to Him who has the diſpoſal of 
your eternal ſtate, your thoughts are ex- 
alted far above this world: When you 
pray, you glory in the friendſhip of the Al- 
mighty; you conſider yourſelves as the 
objects of his particular care; and the ex- 
perience of your ſoul convinces you how 
* | ſweet 
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cannot enjoy a pleaſure more tranſporting 
chan the certainty that Omni potence is his 


8 protector, and the ſource and guardian of 


is preſent and future felicity. Having 
theſe momentous truths deeply impreſſed 
upon your minds, you will look down with 
pity on the idle contentions: and vain 
amuſements of chis world; you have 
found out a more rational way of exer - 
ceiling the faculties of your ſouls; you em- 
ploy them in adoring the power, the love, 
by amd the infinite goodneſs of Goo. 
- + 4thly,; If your affections are ſet on things 
N the pleaſures of this world and the 
gratifications-of ſenſe will daily leſſen in 
your eſteem; and your love of virtue, and 
your ambition to attain to the joys of hea- 
ven, proportionably increaſe. * Eye hath 
not ſeen (ſays St Paul,) nor ear heard, 
ͤägneither have entered into the heart of 
* man to conceive the things which God 
© hath prepared for them that love him.” 
Here is a moſt beautiful gradation: The 
e 5 bap- 
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| happineſs: of heaven is ſaid to be greater 
than any thing man was ever poſſeſſed of; 
no man ever {aw any glory comparable to 
that which is to come: but ſtill more, it 
likewiſe ſurpaſſes all che great things we 
could poſſibly hear of. Our fight is con- 
fined, and the knowledge is but little which 
we can arrive at by our eyes, in compa- 
riſon to what our ears can furniſn us with; 
by them we can receive accounts of hat- 
ever happens or exiſts in any part of the 
world. But ſtill the imagination can fan- 
cy things a thouſand times more perfect 
than what we have either ſeen or heard of. 
But as much as the hearing reaches farther 
than the ſight, and imagination is more 
extenſive than both; ſo far do the joys of 
beaven exceed the moſt glowing and lively 

deſcription which the moſt elevated and 
vigorous mind can invent or delineate. 
They are compared to the greateſt and 
moſt ſplendid of terreſtrial objects, only to 
convey to us ſome faint idea of their va- 
- lue; and after thouſands of ages ſhall have 
elapſed, they ſhall ſtill be new, and unmix- 
| «aq 


" i 
eld wich the ſmalleſt alloy. And I John 
: z the holy city, the new Jeruſalem, 
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coming down from God out of heaven; 


bs © and I heard a great voice out of heaven, 
* ſaying, Behold the tabernacle of God is 


«< with men, and he will dwell with them, 


aud they ſhall be his people, and God 


< himſelf ſhall be with them, and be their 
God and God ſhall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there ſhall be no 
more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, 

© neither ſhall there be any more pain, for 
* the former things are paſſed away." | | 


 _ Theſe are the glorious advantages which 
await the man of virtue and piety who has 
his converſation in heaven: And are not 


theſe the objects of the nobleſt ambition 


10 that can animate his heart? As a man, he 


endeavours to gain eſteem and approbation 
in his preſent ſtate; as a Chriſtian, he aims 
at that honour which is of Gop. If his body 
prompts him to regard riches, his mind 
aſpires after. thoſe which never fade; the 
carnal man looks -no farther than preſent 
gratification; - bs ſpiritually minded re- 

gu q 
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cart thi flutabe; their eyes look forward, 
and they behold, though only as in a glaſs, 
the joys of a bleſſed eternity, in theſe man- 


ſions to which our LokD has gone before 


to prepare a place for all his faithful fol- 


lowers: They wiſh to be with CHRIST; 
they conſider the body as a weight which 
hinders the ſoul from riſing to the great 
Go who gave it; yet with calm compo- 
ſure they walt the approach of its diſſolu- 
tion; have no gloomy forebodings, but 
look on death as the uſher to introduce 
| — to eternal life. 8 a 
Ftbly, To ſet your affections on en 
W that you are diligent in uſing the 
means Gop has appointed for obtaining it. 
To be a proper candidate for eternal life, it 
is abſolutely neceſſary to obſerve the terms 
preſcribed in the goſpel; it is to no pur- 
ſe to ſet our affections on the joys of ano- 
ther life, if we purſue not the road that leads 
to them. Wealth, and the other comforts 
of this life, are the effects of induſtry, at- 
a and application. Can we then 
R imagine, 
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imagine; that a bare wiſh and liſtleſs indo 
lenge can intitle us to the happineſs. of the, 
next? If we are in earneſt in our deſires, 


5 of life eternal, we muſt he equally ſo-im 
ou tndeayours | to attain it. Now the 


practice of univerſal righteouſneſs i is what 
Gop requires of us for this purpoſe; and 
it is only they ho patiently continue in 
well-doing, who ſhall obtain glory and 
hongur, immortality and eternal life. We 
are; therefore, exhorted, to cleanſe our- 


L ſelves from all filthineſs of che fleſh and 


ſpirit, and to perfect holineſs in the fear ot 


muſt keep the commandments;” for 
<< bleſſed, only bleſſed, are they who do his 
* commandments; chat they may have 4 
© right to the tree of life, and enter in 

*.through: wy gates into the Serben 
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To haye. an Tarn or ſpiritual mind; 


dikes, means, that your affections muſt 
be ſet on virtue and integrity, righteouſ- 


wan and juſtice, Ae and truth: you 


ISect:! W muſt 
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muſt be holy in all manner of converſation, 
if you hope to ſhaxe in the joys, reſerved, 
for tho children of. GOD you muſt pray 


to him becauſe you love him you muſt 


reverence him with the feelings of a ſon * 


towards the parent whom he loves; and 
the uniform principle of your conduct 
muſt be, to do without reſerve whatever 
he commands. If your affections be really 
ſet on things above, let it appear by the ha- 
bitual virtues of a good Chriſtian; for li- 


ving well is the beſt, nay the only, evidence | 


vou can give of your fincerely believing 
the truths of Chriſtianity. Be therefore 
charitable, open-hearted and undeſigning; 
be not a double dealer, but obſerve an in- 
flexible integrity in all your words and 
actions; be a good magiſtrate, a good ſub- 
ject, and a worthy head of a family; be a 


kind neighbour, and a faithful friend. In 


this manner ſhall you plainly demonſtrate 
your love to Gop and your goodneſs to 
men; in this manner ſhall you lay up 
treaſure in heaven. Thus ſhall you be 

| R 2 wiſe 


. On the Auen s Ser 173. 


ile unto faivation; and, adorning the 
doctrine of Gop and your Savrov in all 
_ things, you ſhall have your fruit unto 


aim, 
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23 affe#ion on ee rw tings 
on earth, 


F we read the hiſtory of mankind, of 
A. take a ſurvey of the general conduct 
of the world, we ſhall be apt to imagine 
that the very reverſe of St Paul's precept 
is the ſtandard by which men regulate 
their behaviour: a ſtandard very proper 
nn 

. _ only 
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only tendency of which is the gratification 
of appetite; but how far it is calculated 
for the happineſs of thoſe beings who are 
1 enduedwith reaſon, and capable of aſpiring 
at ſomething beyond the fleeting enjoy- 
ments of time, I hope I have in ſome mea- 
ſure already demonſtrated, and ſhall make 
ſtill mort evident ii . of 
this ſubject. 

In the former part I endeavoured to ex- 
plain the duty inculcated in the texr, and 
now proceed to mention ſome of the mo- 

| tives which ſhould. ine us to the per- 
formance of it. 
SN » 0333 18 * 
Ir complete happineſs could be attained 
in this life, why does every man of reflec- 
Lon perceive 10 his mind defires for the 
Lratification of which this world affor 
no adequate means? Unallayed bappi 
Is incompatible with the complicated frame 
of human nature: our bodies are ſubject 
: to pains, lickneſs, and diſeaſe; and our 
minds are tormented with rebellious paſ- 
ions, apperites, and affections. So far is 
2 happineſs from being in our own 


power, 


| Ser. 14. f Spiritual Things,” 2 


| bee det may be deſtroyed by the 
moſt trivial oauſes and accidents,” in ſpite 
of our utmoſt efforts to guard agaĩnſt them: 


Im childhood we are a prey to him; in 


youth to the impetuoſity of our animal 
paſſions, and in old _ to ener ; 
a ſecond childhood. 6 ww. onion: 
'T here is even a certain * — of aobsp- 
pineſs attendant on the nobler and finer 
feelings of our nature. Sympathy and 
compaſſion are among the nobleſt orna- 
ments of human kind; yet they often afflict 

the breaſt of the generous being who poſ- 
ſeſles them, with moſt uneaſy ſenſations: 
The defire of doing good when the means 
are not in our power, is productive of no 
ſmall uneaſineſs. Say ye, whoſe enlarged 
hearts burn with impatience to relieve the 
diſtreſſed, what are your feelings when the 
unavailing cry of miſery aſſails your ears? 
But are men doomed for ever to purſue 
after an imaginary being? No; bleſſed be 
Gow! life and immortality are diſcoyered 
by the goſpel: True felicity is only to be 
| 1 where CHRIST fitteth at the right- 
a | x mM 4 | band 
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band ef Oe there is the region where 
complete happineſs reſides ; and the prac- 


rice of faith, piety, and virtue, is the only . 


| ladder by which we can aſtend to it. Al- 
| low me, then, to be a little more partieu - 
lar in mentioning the moti ves which ſhould 
incline us den I I” 


above. 


ee 


eee eee Adept 


neſs ariſing from the practice of virtue and 
piety, is entirely out of the reach of thoſe 
things which embitter and often de- 
ſtroy the pleaſures and comforts of this 
life. The vanity of ſublunary enjoyments 
is evident to the moſt ſuperficial obferver. 
The world is full of uncertaiaties, and its 
| beſt ſatisfactions are neither ſubſtantial 
nor permanent; for a while we dream of 
happineſs, but preſently awake and find it 
all illuſion. Tranquillity and earthly en- 
Joyments are incompatible, and diſappoint» 
ment is the lot of every one who attaches 
| himfelf ſolely to the gratifications of ſenſe. 


2 the higheſt conditions i in life are 
— 


* 


nol} expoſe} 26 viciſeacls cPimb kind we 
another. A ſtorm may bury their im- 
menſe treaſures in the bottom of the ſea; 
a fire may coriſume their wealth at land, 
and diſeaſe may thin their folds ; their 
own weakneſs, or the injuſtice of others, 
may deſtroy what natural cauſes have ſpa- 
red. Violence or accident may deprive 
them of life, property, or friends; and 
envy and malevolence may injure their 
characters and blacken their reputation. 
How often do we ſee the obſervation ve- 
riſied, That riches make themſelves wings 
* and fly away?” The mind, elated by 
proſperity, becomes full of itſelf, and vain- 
ly imagines there is ſtability in thoſe things 
in which it takes moſt delight; but how 
often is the ſun which ſhone with bright 
eſt ſplendor at its rifing, obſcured by clouds 
But let us ſuppoſe that the advantages 
of this world had all che ſtability we could 
deſire, yet peace and tranquillity are not 
always their attendants. Care enters the 
palaces of kings, and often under robes 

N l of 
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_ - of ate * 
tent. Neitheri the -bigheſt rank, nor the 
moſt unbounded wealth, can of themſelves 
- afford, contentment; and though a man 
ſhould add poſſeſſion to poſſeſſion, and 

kingdom to kingdom, till the whole world 

was under his direction, yet would his in- 

ſatiable mind repine becauſe there was no 

more to be acquired: Not he who poſſeſſes 

much, but he who is ſatisfied viith what 

Go has beſtowed, knows how to uſe it 

wiſely, and reduces that knowledge to 

practice, can be truly denominated happy. 

A peeviſh and chagreened temper will 

deſtroy the reliſh of the greateſt opulence: 

The moſt proſperous man is not exempt 

from family mis fortunes: His children 
| may be taken from him by untimely deat;; 

| | or, ſtill worſe, they may act diſhonour- 

ahly: His friends may betray or deſert him 

when he has moſt occaſion for their ſup- 

port: Perpetual diſtruſt may baraſs his 

mind, and make him out of humour with 

all around him: His body may be loaded 


2 with a burden of infirmiries, a prey to diſ- 


20 [ | l eaſe, 
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eaſe, or racked with pain, nbi mind 
agitated with tumultuous paſſions. It was 
this view of worldly enjoyments which 
made Solomon affirm; that human happi- 
neſs was *' vanity and vexation of fpirit:” 
It is juſtly ſtyled vanity, becauſe of its in- 
ſtability and the little ſatisfaction it affords; 
and vexation of ſpirit, becauſe even that 
little fatisfaction is n e ſo e 
bees Nu V3 11 won rtf 
But however metern the enjoymende 
: of this world are in their own nature, by 
no lefs uncertain tenure do we hold our 
lives. Death without diſtinction enters the 
lofty palace and the lowly cottage; and 
how dreadful muſt be its approach to thoſe 
men whoſe affections are totally engroſſed 
by che love of wealth and ſenſual gratifi- 
cations? Regardleſs of futurity, they are 
only anxious to fill up the prefent hour 
with varied enjoyments. But how ſoon 
they may experience a dreadful r 
our SAVIOUR has given an awful repreſen- 
tation in the caſe of the rich ſenſualiſt re- 


VIE by- * Luke. His extenſive plans 
of 


of enjoyment were cut off by this dread- 
ful fentence:, '* Thou fool, this night thy 
© ſoul hall be required of thee; then whoſe 
 * ſhall beg digg, be which thou haſt 
provided ? Thou ſhale be corn from thy 
Trade thou canſt carry none vf it with 
thee; and, if thou could, of whac uſe would 
it be to duſt and aſhes ? It might ſurely be 
ſufficient to humble the higheſt looks, and 
bring down the countenance of the proud- 
eſt man, to reflect, that in death there is 
ud diſtinction between the greatelt and the 
meaneſt of the ſons of Adam. How beau- 
 riful-and emphatical is the deſcription 
Which Job gives of this univerſal leveller : 


There the wicked ceaſe from troubling, 


and there the weary be at reſt; there the 
* priſdners reſt together, they hear not the 
voice of the oppreſſor; the ſmall and the 
_ *-greatare there, and the ſervant is free 

* froms his maſter,” What diſappoint- 
to à carnal mind to be robbed of 
every thing it doated on! to take farewell 
-of the mammon of unrighteouſneſs, which 


= that hour can yield him no ſatisfaction 
What 


* 
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paſſing into the hands of firangers; or per- 
haps even to the perſons he moſt hated, 
and an eternal divorce taking place be- | 
„ ape VAIN 
delighted! | 2 
But the true Chriſtian confiders all theſe 
things as periſhable, enjoys them with a 
prudent reſervation, and conſequently is 
out of rhe power of diſappointment. If 
he is bleſſed with good fortune, he grate- 
fully uſes it as the means of doing good; 
if he is deprived of it, he comforts himfelf 
with the poſſeſſion of that better part which 
cannot be taken from him: In the lan- 
guage of St Paul, he uſes chis world as 
* not abufing it, vil · lnou ing that the fa» 
* ſhion of this world paſſeth away.” Here 
he confiders himſelf only in the light of a 
$ traveller to his ſettled reſidence, this life as 
a ſtate of trial, and Heaven as the place of | 
his reſt, and the reward of his ſteady per- 
. ſeverance in virtue. This he keeps always 
in view, and of this he knows no ourward _ 
force can diſappoint him; he is ſure of an 


9 


donde len n Sen 14e 


abundant entrance into the kingdom of 
Gop on condition of obedience to his 
laws: he has the faithfulneſs and veracity 
of the God of truth pledged for it; the: 
great CREATOR has declared himſelf the 
friend of the virtuous, that he will be their . 
guide to the higheſt happineſs, and pre- 
ſerve their ſouls in the enjoyment of ever- 
laſting bliſa. Through all eternity che 
Chriſtian's happineſs and his powers of 
enjoying it increaſe; he acquires progreſ- 
five knowledge of the works and provi- 
dence of God, the redemption of mankind, 
and the aſtoniſhing love and compaſſion 
| of the bleſſrd Iss! Objects which even 
| | angelic natures contemplate with adoration 
1 and wonder. Theſe are coriſiderations of 
| 9 the firſt magnitude; the happineſs, the eter- 
| 


nal happineſs, of our ſouls is concerned in 

them. Shall not theſe, then, induce us to 
ſet our affections on things above, and leſ- 
ſen our a eee art 
ſures of this lower world? 93197 

h n chacby ting your e 
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tions on things above, you conſult the! 
happineſs: of ybur better part; you conſiſt 
of a body, by which you are aRin to the 
creatures which act only by ſeuſe; and of 
a ſoul, by which you bear the image of 
God, and are allied to ſpirits of thie higheſt 
order of exiſtence. By too much aſſiduity 
about the things of this life, we are only 
conſulting the happineſs. of our baſer and 
ticle of Divine breath which connects us 
with the Head of the Creation. A very 
little reflection will convince you, that you 
are made and deſigned for a much higher 
end and nobler purpoſe than che enjoy- 
ments the body can partake of. The ſoul, 
conſcious of its on excellence, will oft = 
notice: The pleaſures and ſatisfactions of 
the body are too mean to engage the ſole 
attention of a ſpiritual intelligence; theſe 
enjoyments are ever followed by ſatiety 
and diſguſt; and when the ſoul is unhap- 
pily brought under ſubjection to, and at 

the 


| the mbven of ſenſual appetites; its peace iv 


On the Attention o Ser. 14. 


gone; it is perpetually toſſed from error to 
error, and from one folly to another. But 
when ſhe aſſumes her original dignity, and 
uſpires after objects ſuited to her divine 
nature, all is harmony and concord with- 
in: Conſcious approbation creates ſelf- 
complacency; we can with pleaſure exa- 
mine and review our inmoſt thoughts; we 
aſpire after the higheſt excellency of our na- 
ture, and aim at the likeneſs of the Deity. So 
long, indeed, as we are in the body, we muſt 
have difficulties to encounter, and perceive 


es ſenſes reſtraining, like chains, the power 
and abilities of the ſoul : but by cultiva- 
ting a regard for ſpiritual objects, we gra- 


dually riſe ſuperior to its inſtigations ; we 
Me in it as ſovereigns, not as ſlaves ; we 


| become able to keep it in ſubjection, and 


confider as a diſparagement to our na- 
ture, whatever tends to render us unfit 
for the rational) Joys of a ſpiritual intelli- 


. By ſing our affections on things 
4 ha 


chews! we acquire the 232 
the ptncties of every virtue. The Heaven. 
deſcribed by the goſpel of the bleſſed qc 

aps, ig, that wherein dwelleth tithteouſ- 
nels: The perfection of. hohneſs is the 
great qualiſication of that ne Heaven 
and new earth which will faceced-40 the 

preſent ſcene of ching ĩ conſequently che | 
reward a Chriſtian has in vie is the moſt 
noble that imagination can! fotm, Ihe 
Mahometans point to a paradiſe of ſenſual 
about the iſlands af the bleſſed and the 
fantaſtic joys of Elyſium; but to be en- 
tirely free from weakneſs and ſin, to have 
the powers of the underſtanding calarged, 
and every virtuous, affeRion eleyated to 
the higheſt degree; to attain to the enjgy» 
ment of thoſe bliſsful regions where im- 
purity and wickedneſs of any) kind can 
never have acceſa, is the happineſs which 
à Chriſtian propoſes to himſelf. Nor can 
conſiſt ſolely in abſtracted contemplation; 


ta che moſt * ſpeculation will be 
ö | added 


fupreme delight will erer be in /aQting 
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Added che moſt refined praclice, and umpbe 
ovraſton afforded for che exertion of every 


in that Rate.” And is not this an object 
worthy of man's higheſt ambition? Here 
we ſte hut in part; here our beſt endea- 
vours muſt de incomplete, and our moſt 
earneſt deſires after be often dif- 
appointed: but in Heaven we fhall enjoy 
a finleſs eternity, never be in hazard from 
internal wrakneſs or external temptation 
o tranſgteſſing the Divine laws; but our 


agreeably to the pleaſure of an. 
coup Gon dan 204,16, 27%TOq 27 

Now my brethren, ſetting our affections 
vn theſe things muſt neceſſarily: produce 
in us the moſt. unfeigned attachments to 
virtue. Cam we meditate on the Heaven 
repreſented in the gofpel, and not keep n 
ſtrict guard n ourſelves, leſt we do any 
thing to render us unworthy. of, or pre- 
vent our being admitted to, it? This will 
teach us to curb our deſires, and aſpire 
& 2205 N 4 | — 


after that purity of ſentiment” and actibn 
| which leads to the kingdom of Gon. Ir 
will wean our affections from the world; 
and fully convince us, that the deſigns f 
the covetous; the purſuits of the wnbitious, 
and the glory of the proud, are in reality 
only vanity and vexation of ſpirit . Who 
would he ambitious after earthily honour, 
who has in view the eternal weight of 
glory ſuggeſted by Chriſtianitj ? 

A ſpiritual temper makes us truly wiſe, 
and attaches us to the moſt ſhining vir - 
tues that can adorn human nature. It falls 
the mind with univerfal benevolence; for 
who tan indulge enmity to the perſon he 
wilhes' and hopes to live with in Heaven? 

He knows no diſturbance can exiſt in theſe 
bleſſed regions; and it will be his ſtudy, 
as far as advice and enample can prevail, 
to lead others to that peace, calmneſs, and 
this di vine temper will incline” us to cul- 
tivate a purity and integrity in all the ac» 
tions of our lives. Study then to acquire 
' ' this noble diſpoſition, which is the nurſe 
8 2 of 


e, eee, 6h 
' - of erety virtue: Q Hatity id on its right- 
Hand; oparity bn n left; it is guarded 
before by!devotion, and behind by mtrey 
und forbezräne ii 
ü, If we ha vg this happy diſpoſition, 
we haveithe: higheſt reaſon to believe that 
- God is; intereſted in our favour. The 
man who Has this Heavenly temper, has 
kyer ini: vie the obſervance of the great 
CREATOH s law; and the promotion of 
hie glory: For- this end he labours aſſi - 
duouſly g his utmoſt ambition is the ap- 
prtobation of che Searcher” of hearts; nor 
can he be happy while he thinks he has 
offended} his Max ER. The righteous 
* Lord loveth riphreonſneſs;” and he who 
is in communion with Gop, will find his 
meditations upon him to be full of com- 
fort, and his obedience to his laws the 
fource uf the higheſt pleaſure. Heknows 
ithat all things work eee 
* thoſe who: love God; that his provi- 
dence is intereſted in behalf of the virtu- 
dus For * the eyes of che Lord are over 
Shun 517 4 Hain ono che 
* . 
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their prayers.” π⁰‚⁰· e e e 
Good men muſt, no : doubt, expect ta 
ſtreſſes; [ſuch is the unavoidable lot of hu - 
manity: but they will not be tempted 

more than they are able; Gon will eicher 
deliver them from che evil, or enable them 
to ſtand againſt ir. The good / man comfort 
himſelf wich reflecting/ that calamines are 
the teſt of virtue; and if he be not wants 
ing to himſelf in ſincere endeavours to 
ſupport a life of integrity, he is ſure of the 
approbation and protection of his MAKER. 
Our friends may deſert us, thoſe of our 
houſehold may turn our greateſt enemies; 
but Gop will never forſake his faithful 
ſervarits. He watches over all thoſe who 
love and obey him; he is. the guardian 


and protector, the friend and the father, 
of every virtuous and devout man. Can 


we have ſtronger motives to obey the pre- 
| cept in the text? Will not the approbation 
of Gop, the joys of a good conſcience, 
and the hopes of eternal glory, raiſe your 
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thoughts and elevate your affections above 
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the trifling alli ments of this lower wortd? 
Love the Lok, then, O ye his ſaints, for 


E many favours he has already beſtowed 


on you, and the ineſtimable bleſſings he 


has yet to confer as the glorious reward of 
grateful and ſintere obedience. Be there- 


fore excited, by the love, mercy; and good 
neſs af your Max ER, to ſet your affections 


on things: above, here Ohnlar ſitteth at 


eee 111 > 


9 88 
: 
* . 7 1 9 =” 2 a? * bo 
0 : = 4 © 4 — ; — " . * 0 4 F 8 
rern enen: ill 2 aay ts 
| * r T X 7 2 72 
rege r "I aan ib 
a 08 4 x * 1 9 . 4 1 3 17 » % 70 51180 40 1 1 . 76 
' < . 
* - 4 0 ! ; - * 5 N 4 i 0 
I 3 , " 6 > £ 4 14 © 9 0 " 
„ 4 J — 4 4-4 " — 4 . opt g ins nl 8338 141 
Has 12 ' | R 1 » I vi 
: | . + © : 5 L - 
iir oer denn gilt 
of . X 


1419 800. N 


: * 
F 5 3 
. : : 4 , Loot + Vs 
- % : 
* . 2 1 
* 1 *. & * if * 
7 ; 4 4 - 1 t. 
" 5 4 
Cx " * 9 9 927 x — ' 4 
3 1 « +3 - = $18 .4 = + Is s 4% Ws " A this | 4 
. * 4 4 * 
*x © 4 * * nun : "TI 4 
3.73 CAVIITIEDR 124 1 tht DV BL I 
I 9 
. a bu " , © 
» - 0 7 8 
F * . 25 - . 444 24 3 , 
. . , 
"4 * 7 
4 + 4 #1 © ' dy 1 ; 1%. 
9 * 
/ 
: 3 9 
N 9 * ” 
4 f US 2 +6$IT}ÞDd 19.2 247 +2143 4 
of 4 
. p LF . - 


4 | ** * N # . yg 
ten roar buf ne Fa 


al, d,] 21:4} nnz? 
Wand 
The Nackssirr and AvyanTaces 


Ty e r ee 


g C N N 
* 46 . T 4 - Fi ' ” 4 - 
711 #4 4; * * LL 44 HK . 2 bs 3078 * 4 „ FT. 4 
. 
, wy 
* 1 . * #4 1 . 1 ** a : * 
28330 That; * . 10 «437 $, a 104 iz LY 2 1 4 
7 , 
| g . 
Nath, x. 15. * 
. * g 
II 977 ; #79 | 3, , O | * — 1 4 — 


 Whiſoover therefore Oat * before 
" men, bin will © confeſs al before my Fa: 
nder wu heb is in nne 


„ 
*.# 1 5 #1 of OC « "oh % . 7 * % 
UE 77 * 9 "IC. I » eJo$©4 10 3 7 41419 3 
. * * C2 = 
1 * . 
£ 2 * 4 1 
e 3. 717 * 8 1 © «7. 181 b. 71 ? 
#1 * oh 
* Ci * „ 7 a4 — [1 © 7 
42 : #4 *. ** 14 F 4 p . 
* » 


HEN we did men as ing 
in public life, and then take a 
* of their private conduct, we are often 
forced to entertain different and contra- 

dictory opinions of the ſame perſon. It is 
= eaſy matter to aſſume a character and 
£$19511:6 (23 | 8 4 | lay 
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lay claim to qualities which we do not poſ- 
ſeſa z but it would, lay,gne under a world 
of reſtraint to carry the reſerve of public 
life through all the tranſactions of private 
buſineſs and the unguarded minutes of 
converſation. The heart that is influenced 

by falſe princigles, will at ſome time or 
other diſcoder the bad qualities which it 
wanted to conteal; and the private con- 
duct of a diſſembler will often give the lie 
ro his high profeſſions on particular occa- 


Fons. d il 


We have too often cauſe to obſerve the 
ſame inconſiſtency. of behaviour in -what | 
concerns aur Religion; our, public pro- 
| feſſions beſpeak ſo great feryeney of deyo- 
tion, ſuch a degree of integrity, and ſo 
great ſelf-denial, that we might expect a 
life untainted with any great vice. But 


what a, change to the worſe will 8 
few days produce; and ho often do 

ſupport an gutward appearance of Religion, 
merely in compliance with cuſtom, and. to 
gain a Cter and reputation among 


Shot. de deni cem it, without che 
| — 
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ſmalleſt conxiction of its geoeſſity or iti 
excellence? But thoſe only whoſe con- 

duct is determined by the exalted princi- 
ples of genuine Chriſtianity, can ever reap 
ad vantage from their profeſſions; for theſe 
have not only a particular pleaſure in tho 
exerciſes of Religion, but attend the public 
worſhip of Gop, and partake of his holy 
ordinarices; ſolely with a view to acquire 
anch to aulti vate the calm and lovely diſpo- 


fitionsof ſincere followers of Jasus CH RIA. 


It is this diſpofition which he recommends 
by the comfortable and animating decla- 
ration in the tent. Winne 
L propoſe: e en immo d WA67 
I. The nature and (qualities el public 
profeſſions. And, rd oi god eg 2 
II. * N aas 1* 
au doi 3 ha dba ag 
| Ianencetiade.chths Get; allantatines put 
you in mind, that your profeſhotiof Chri- 
ſtianity ſuppoſes you to Have an entire per: 
ſuaſion of its leading truths; your religion 
muſt not he taken up on hearfay. Your 
Na —— is the dra 276 
17 
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in whom you had confidence, may have 
reuaſon which ſome can give for the hope 
chat is in them: but upon this principle, 
had your father been a Pagan or Mahome- 


man you would have been ſo too; you muſt 


ſee with your own eyes, and hear with your 
own ears, and not take up with the autho- 
rity of any perſon. I do not mean that you 
are to run into the intricacies of contro» | 
verſy ;| truth is ſeldom to be acquired in 
ele 1 


s  The\goodneſs'of Gop, che great part ho 


takes in promoting our happineſs, and the 
warm expreſſions of his love to us, are to 
be read both in his works and in his word, 
The life and character of our Lon, and 
the noble and perfect rule of life which he 
Has preſcribed us; all cheſe, I ſay, engage 
us to be Chriſtians. The ſenſe we have of 

the goodneſs of Gon animates our private 
devotions; and we manifeſt our private 
feelings by our public profeſſions. The 
heart that is ſenſibly affected with grati · 
2 > | rv 
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tude, deſires to communicate its feelings to 
others; and the union of many ſuch ſincere 
men conſtitutes that moſt admirable of ſo» 
cieties, a Chriſtian church. There we evi 
dence the moſt earneſt devotion, the ſtricteſt 
integrity, and the greateſt purity of heart. 

But though our public profeſſions may 
take their ſirſt riſe from gratitude for theſe 
mighty obligations conferred on us, they 


alſo ſpring from a willing obedience ta the 


appointment of our LoR D. It was he who 
conſtituted a church; and we are joined 
together hy the love we bear our bleſſed 

Maſter, and by the intereſt we have in one 
another's happineſs. Every Lonxn's day we 
are called together to unite in the delight - 
ful exerciſe of worſhipping Gop. We have 
ſtill ore ſolemn opportunities of profeſ- 
ſing ourſelves: Chriſtians by baptiſm we | 
are ſet apart as the ſervants: of CHRIST; 
and in the Loxp's ſapper; we teſtify out 
faith OT Ee venting e 
diſciples. || 97 r „ KIrre 

But edi hats the ak $04 th 


| never ſerve any good /pur» 


2 
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* Men of the moſt infamous lives 
| may, 1 confeſs/Cunrsr- rens 
which-will induce our — confeſs 


us before his heavenly Faru muſt be 


ſo qualified, that none can be at a loſs to 
diſcern the principles by which we are di- 
reed; Give me leave then to point out 
ſome of theſe qualifications. 
1, Our confeſſion of CnRIsH will appear 
with advantage in time of difficult trials. 
This our Saviour particularly recom- 
mended: to his diſeiples. Their ſituation 
was exceſſively trying: for to confeſt 
Cn xis and tõ ſuffer this world's Tofs, was 
to them one and the ſame thiag; they had 


j l the opinions and prejudioes of 100 


combat; and for the ſake of cheir Loud 
there was no reproach or danger to which 
they were not expoſed. But they ſtood 
firm againſt all that men could do: Neither 
the evils of life, nor the terrors of death, 
could daunt the ſoul whoſe love to CRS 
was ſo firmly oted; therefore you find 
them „ every 3 


0 
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and for death 3 on account of their 
evotallibaygtil' > 51:7 or ed yuh aria » 
It is; iideed, bee en chit we 

can give the greateſt //evidences or good 
principles. There are many who on 
the Lord: Ixsus for their Maſter, who, 
if they ſaw/perſecation whet his bloody 
ſword; would draw back, and prefer — 
ſafety of their bodies to the /happineſs of 
their ſouls. But only he that endureth to 
e death ſhall enjoy a crown of iſe. 
Buy the good providence of Gop we are 
not ſubjected to theſe ſevere trials. Per- 


Hberty to worſhip GOD according to our 
conſciences: Yet ought our principles to 
be fo firmly eſtabliſhed as to make us pre- 
pared for the hour of trial, did Gon fee 
fit to ſubject us to tt. 
But choughi we have not pete 
we may have trials of another kind. We 
may have to defend our profeſſion from 
the ridicule and ſophiſtry of unbelievers; 
ſchemes of pleaſure or of profit may be 
— the rewards of our falling from 
 ___ the 


— 
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che truth: nay, our own intonſiderate 
"hearts may be apt to take a diſguſt at the 
ſcrictneſs and ſeverity our profeſſion ſub- 
s us to. Perhaps we may not have re- 
tion $0 and. againſt the charge of hy- 
5 Which is laid to the account of 
_ every man who is ſerious. Now, in ſpite 
of all theſe things, we muſt publicly con- 
feels Ixus CAI T; our minds muſt neither 
be daunted nor brake by dangers, far leſs 
muſt they gave way to the ridicule of the 
ungodly; through: good and bad report 
we muſt acknowledge the infinite obliga- 


tions we owe to our bleſſed Saviour; In 


the midſt of univerſal corruption of man- 
ners, we muſt give teſtimony, - before the 
moſt diſſolute, of che kruths of Religion; 
by being fingular in well- doing, and by 
maintaining ſuch a conſeientious Chriſtian 
behaviour as may tend to remove their 
prejudices at the goſpel, which they ſee us 
follow as the ee eee a i 


| tunons life. 73 1 

..i2dly, Your, private life muſt be — 
able to your public profeſſion, If it were 
ww | 2 "I WL your 
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your determined purpoſe, you could not 
more effectually diſeredit the cauſe of 
[Cunsr, than by joining a wicked life to 
an external profeſſion of religion. It was 
of ſuch profeſſors that 8t Paul makes this 
paſſionate complaint, Phil. iii. 18, 19.“ For 
4 many walk, of whom 1 have told yon 
4 often, and now tell you even-weeping, 
that they are the enemies of the croſs'of 
„ Chriſt; "whoſe end is deſtruction, whoſe 
4 god is their belly, whoſe glory is their 
. *ſhame, who mind earthly things.” Did 
you, my brethren, but conſider the high 
indecency of having this day a good pro- 
feſſion, and the next being the drudge of 
fin and impurity, it would greatly tend to 
reſtrain you from favourite vices. How 
diſgraceful to a profeſſed Chriftian to be a 
ſwearer, drunkard, or licentious perſon 
Shall de bene that is-for-apaee fun the ö 
temple of Gop be the foul receptacle of 
every corrupt paſſion and imagination? 
Forbid it decency! forbid it virtue! for- 
bid it happineſs ! Go not from the altar of 
the Gop of truth to ſerve the father of 
. 5 lies. 


La 
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Bes. Ton muſt, not, I truſt you will not, 


fully the nable character which you have 


this day aſſumed and publicly profeſſed, 


U y ſo foul a practice 3 let your future be- 


viour be ſo amiable and conſiſtent as to 
adorn the doctrine pf: your: LoRD in all 


| things. You;pwn-yourlelves-to be his dif- 


eiples, ho that y ow are ſo by a conduct 
exaftly meaſured by bis moſt righteous 


fſtatutes: Show that you want not only to 


appear, but to be, 4 good man: Show the 
world how ſacred che character of a Chri- 
ſuian is; and demonſtrate yourſelf fuperiar - 


to revenge, malice, en vy, pride, and a narrow 


ſpirit; that you are a faithful friend, true 


to your truſt, and ſteady in your engage- 


ments. If your confeſſion of Cnkisr be 
ſincere, it will ſmooth your temper, make 


Von happy in yourſelf, and: a bleſſing to 
every one concerned wich ybu: it will 


make you a chmpaſſionate maſter, à faith 
ful ſeryant, an aſſectionate huſband, and a 
good father; in ſhort, it will make you in 


dà2n exemplary manner fulfil all the great 


, 

"7 i d 
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we haye not properly confeſſed Cn ls 
before men, unleſs. our profeſſion is quali- 
fied with _thele fine diſpoſitions, Theſe 
are what our SAviQus..expreſsly requires, 
of us; and from theſe many benefits and 
advantages vill ariſe,” This naturally 
Om . e 21g. 2d © 2h 1 


QY YT K 


"is. * te gr nar of 
a'fincere profeſſion of religicrn.1 

Though there were no Ae l Fg 
fig front it yet ſurely we are obliged to 
it, having a commandment from our Loxp 
chus ee to confeſs ourſelves his ſer 
He has done every thing to inte- 
reſt . N obey him; he has ſaved us at 
the expence of his on blood; it is by his 
death we have a title to the pardon of our 
ſins; and thro him we have an entrance mi- 
niſtered to us into the kingdom of Heaven. 
And do not theſe ineſtimable benefits call up- 
on us to do every thing in teſtimony of our 
veneration for him ? What a cauſe of joy, 
thathe bath appointed achurch,thatwehave 


8 be members vis and chat he 
T will 


* — 8551 


vn at cho day of judgment on us td be 


his Giſciples if ws are not greatly wanting 
to ourſelves; Belides, yu dre to Conſider, 


dcat he requires dur acknoewledgibent of 


do be our protector. As we therefore va- 


Rim as à term of our acceptance with Ge. 
If we deny him, be Will deny us; if we 
refuſe to be his ſervants, he will refuſe 


lue his approbarion, we muſt ſhow before 
men our regard to him, by complying with 
Allche ordinaures of his appointment. Per- 
Kvpe-wecannor minutely comprehend the 
. redfon of every one; yer we may be ſure, 
char Every one were net for dur good, he 
would"ngt have uppointed it. The rules 
and ordinance” of the goſpel may have 
great advantages which we are not ac 
quaihted with; Bur thoſe we do know are 
_ fuMicient to escite our EF i hall 
name-a few of them. 
"A pai contin ir ook 
Iigiot and virtue I need not inform you, 
that the great buſineſs of religion paſſes 
Between Goh and our own foul; Were 


we * 2 motives alone 
would 
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would prevail with us; but as we conſiſt 
of body. as well as ſoul, it has pleaſed Gon 
to require of us an outward profeſſion, 
and he has ſet apart particular times for 
it: Were we left altogether to our own 
time and convenience, our idle avocationa 
and indolence of temper would make us 
paſs over the moſt neceſſary duties of re- 
ligion: Were devotion confined to the 
cloſer, were there no church, no ſacraments 
and public occaſions of manifeſting our 
ſenſe of religion; it is to be feared that, 
along with public religion, private would 
alſo go to wreck ; and in the ſame grave 
with . WOE RE _ be bu= 
ned; ret 4 

To paventitlis; Sade een esp 
opportunities of being awaked to a ſenſe 
of our duty. Our weekly meetings at 
church tend greatly to promote all the 
ends of godlineſs. We are aſſembled here 
to join together in prayer, that by the e- 
ample of others we may be ſtirred up to 
that devotion which we ſo much neglect 
at home. If we are not very inconſiderate, 

T 2 the 
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che impreſſions we receive at church will 
accompany us to our own houſes, ſoften 
our minds, and diſpoſe us for that private 
devotion which every rational ſoul delights 
in offering to the great Author of the uni- 
verſe At church the religious piety of 
one man influences another; the ſolemnity 
of the occaſion ſtrikes us with reverential 
_ awe, and contributes to OR us to _ 
thing that is laudable. e 
No doubt we wem ſee wen belle 
their profeſſion, and obſerve à certain 
round of religious obſervances without be- 
ing made better by them. They are con- 
ſtant at church, regular in partaking of 
the ſacrament, and even worſhip Gon in 
their families, while their diſhoneſt and 
immoral lives diſcover all this to be hypo- 
eriſy and ſelf-deluſion. But this ſays no 

more againſt a true profeſſion of religion, 
than if you ſhould maintain that there is 
no real hoheſty, becauſe ſome men cheat 
under the maſk of it; juſt ſo wicked 
men nn. ay er of 1 


. 
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the more effectually to aer on their de- 
ſigns. Lenne l 

_ 2dlyy . 7 
our faith: They give us the moſt engaging 
notions of Go, and by them we are led 
to conſider the amiable qualities of Jesvs - 
Cur1sT, which neceſſarily lead to faith in 
him. His great love to mankind engages 
us to meditate on the example of his life, 
and the great advantages procured by his 
death, and aſcertained by his glorious re- 
ſurrection. Even in his agonies we be- 
hold him manifeſting the moſt unbounded 
love to men and ſolicitude for their eter- 
nal felicity. And do not theſe views of 
our bleſſed Saviour tend to excite in us 
thoſe feelings which are the foundations 
of ſincere faith in him as. theAuthor of 
ſalvation to all who believe? 

. - 3dly, By our oublicly confeſling CnrIsT, 
we have the proſpect of being thereby of 


the greateſt fervice to others; None of us 


live to ourſelves; our family, our friends, 
our ä all mankind, have an unde- 
5 T 3 niable 
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niable claim to our good offices and-atfec- 
tions: And to our kind aſſiſtance we ought 
to add. precept and enample to improve 
their manners; eſpecially the: laſt, for 
example | ſpeaks an univerſal language, 
and is ſuited to the condition gf every per- 
ſon; therefore our Loꝝ o deſires, that © our 
light ſhould ſo thine: before men, that 
* they ſeeing our good works may be in- 
_ © duced alſo by thears to glorify our Fa- 
* ther which is a Heaven.” When im- 
Pious-men-ſee our behaviour agreeing with 
our profeſſions, it will put to filence their 
complaints againſt religion. When they 
obſerve a profeſſed Chriſtian a man of ſtrict 
conſcience, who prays becauſe he loves 
God, who does not reſent an injury, whoſe 
heart overflows with ſympathy: towards 
every perſon. in diſtreſs; who is mild in 
his cenſures, modeſt in judging, obliging 
in his behaviour, and honeſt in his deal- 
_ ings; even bad men will admire ſuch a 
wo ita, and imitation end in aſſuming 
5 | : the 


A . 
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caſe, what iron will our 
fiacere profeſſion: afford ys! . 
But there are others — x ö 
expect much greater ſycceſy ; I mean the 
upon us, and are really formed hy our 
example. Young people: are formed for 
imitation : When they ſee the decency and 
regularizy of your lixes, they inſenſibly 
became decunt and regular chemſelyes: 
When they obſerve. the concern yon ex- 
preſs in every act of religion, the {ta yet 
mild regulation of your families, the ex- 
maordinary attention you pay to the duties 
of the Lond's day, the decency and ſolem- 
nity with which you, partake of the holy 
facrament, all theſe things make an impr: 
ſion en their wender minds. long before 
they know what the meaning of them js. 
la this Glee manner they will acquire a 
greater yeneration and love for a religious 
life, than if you teaſed them ever ſo long 
with queſtions, which they might indeed 
eaſily ger by heart, but cannot underſtand; 
t T 4 and 


and when their age — ripe, cheir 
minds are open andſſprepared expo 
ſtruQions of our moſt holy: faith. 
the ſake of your children, 9 
good profeſſion of religion; let your public 
and private conduct be ſuch, that from 
their tender years w_—— ne * 
REPS of dy, goers, 4 Sf, 
"Taos 17 1 n you a 
happy con ſequences of a ſincere profeſſion 
. of religion; may they ql gt . 
practice rr 
But let me once e Wu 100 dt i. 
is not every acknowledgment that will 
make you a diſciple of Cxxrsr.” Outward 
appearances are only meant as the fign of 
that real goodnefs of heart of which every 
one of you ſhould be poſſeſſed. Let not, 
I beſeech you, your religion be the reli- 
gion only of an hour, but let its happy 
effects be ſeen in a life ſet apart to the ſer· 
vice of Gop. Be good and honeſt men 
this e 2 W eel and as long aa 


1e 
s Nie 


12 


ye live; and let this awful ſentence of our 
SAVIOUR be often in your minds, Not 


every one that faith unto me, Lord, 


* Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of 
“Heaven, but he that doth the will of 
my Father which is in Heaven.” 
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Be ſure your fin will find you out. 


HESE words contain a ſerious, aw- 
ful, and important truth; yet ſuffi- 
ciently obvious to any perſon who will 
beſtow but a very ſmall degree of obſer- 
vation and reflection on what paſſes in the 
world around him, and within his own 
breaſt. Though we had no Revelation in- 

| forming 
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forming us, that a ſtate of miſery in a fu · 
ture life muſt be the conſequence of vice 
and immorality in this, we ſurely might 
be ſufficiently deterred from, and warned 
againſt it, by the daily proofs we ſee of 
unhappineſs being the unavoidable atten- 
dant of all kind of fin, as certainly as ſha- 
dow is of ſubſtance, even in this —— 
ſtate of exiſtene. 
N We ane all candidates tor happigeſti we | 
are endowed with faculties capable of diſ- 
cerning good and evil, and with powers 
for promoting either; but our Almighty 
and Beneficent CREATOR has caſt the ba- 
lance greatly in our favour. Virtue is to 
the mind like natural food to che body; 
chile vice, like the artificial refinements 
of luxury, is firſt taſted with cautious ti 
midity, and never gains a preferable reliſh 
but from repeated example and protracted 
habit: But when cuſtom has made fin fa- 
miliar, and the power of gratification eaſy, 
what is the reſult? Does the pleaſure it 
promiſed attend the purſuit of the object? 
m FER EIT 
fancied 


fancied ſcenes of happineſs it held out in 
proſpect before us? Let us aſk the man of 
pleaſure ;. he ſurely can inform us: Plea- 
ſure was his only aim, mme 

he enjoyed it. 1 
That his genius he not t be too l 
exgmped, and his ſpirits to6-much lowered, 
his anxious parents, during his infancy, 
never directed, but always indulged, his 
inclinations; every foible was humoured, 
and every paſſion: had its full vent: He 
all as ſubſervient to the gratification of his 
wiſhes. But even in this early period, if 
not his on, did not the fin of his parents 
Fad him out? All did not look on him with 
their eyes; and how ſtrongly was his in- 
fant boſom tormented with ineffectual rage 
from the ſmalleſt denial or e wart 

probation ? | 

View him 33 eee man- 
hoods he looks forward with the anxious 
eagerneſs . of a priſoner to that period 
which ſhall put him in poſſethon of an 
ample fortune, above controul, and able 
FL . 9 do 


Ser.16. —— of Sin, 301 


to ſatisfy the moſt luxurious wiſhes. But 
his ungoverned paſſions outſtrip his bodily 
growth, his unſatiable appetites become 
daily more craving, and the ſlow pace of 
time deſtroys the pleaſure of the preſent. 
Ar laſt the long wiſhed-for ſeaſon arrives; 
he is tranſported with the gilded proſpect, 
determines to plunge into the full tide of 
pleaſure, and leave not a ſingle wiſh un- 
ſatisfied: But in every ſtep diſquiet and 
diſappointmenr attend him. He ſoon finds 
that the laws of ſociety, and the ſentiments 
and maxims of the better part, are totally 
different from thoſe by which he deter- 
mined to regulate his conduct: He is there- 
fore obliged to ſubmit to mean hypocriſy; 
to aſſume the appearance of the honeſty 
he deſpiſes and the virtue he wiſhes to de- 
ſtroy, and ſuffers all the anxieties of ſuſpi- 
cious diſſimulation. He obſerves others 
in purſuit of the ſame objects which ſti- 
mulate him to the chace; his competitors 
ſting his ſoul with jealouſy, and pining 
Envy gnaws his heart at ſight of a fortu- 
nate rival. Even placed in the circle of 
| frolic 
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frolic and gaiety, in the very hour dedi- 
_ cated to joyous diſſipation, the thoughts 
of a former diſappointment or the dread 
of a future, the planning of ſome new 
ſeheme of licentious gratification or the 
fear of preſent detection, call off his at- 
tention, entirely deſtroy the ſatisfaction 
he ſeems to partake; and he is forced to 
own to himſelf, that the ſmiles he exhibits 
to nn _ the ſenſations of his 
hearrt. 
But our man of ane is not Wee 
diſappointed : In his language he is ſome- 
times eminently ſucceſsful ; yet in the 
moment, when he ſhould congratulate him- 
thinks to indulge in the enjoyment of the 
wiſhed-for prize, his eyes involuntarily 
ſurvey the path that led to this ſummit of 
his imagined bliſs, and he ſees it marked 
with complaints' of wanton 1njuries, the 
_ rears of betrayed innocence, the groans of 
grey-headed parents, and perhaps ſtained 
with the blood of a friend or a rival. May 
2 7 - | he 
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he not ſay wich Ahab, ( Haſt thou found 
me, O mine enemy“ !?“ Ic has found him, 
and much evil will it bring upon him. 
His reflectiond betome his torment; he 
— — 
and it the height of riot dares che worſt of 
fate. Shoft-lived delufion! his hours: of 
falſe eduruge and inſenſate joy are ſacs 
eeeded by days of hortid languor; he wakes 
from his dream of folly, and finds, to his 
ſurptiſe and dreadful mortificarion, chat 
. — health, an enervated boy, u 
vaſted fortune, and depreſſed underſtand- 

ing, are the ſutm total of his boaſted acqui- 
fitions. He is even deprived of the com- 
fort of ympathiſing friendſhip: His for- 
mer aſſociates are ſo much taken up with 
their ou purſuits, they will not turn 
aſide to view or beſtow a ſingle tear on thi- 
ſery; by the reſt of the world, he is either 
dreaded or deſpiſed. Tell me, ye votaries 
of pleaſure, in what inſtance did his fin not 
find him out, or his vices open. baron 
A RAY Ae 


Leer 
* x Kings. xx. 21. 5 
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Let us now appeal to another, though 
of a very differerit complexion. The co- 
vetous man either is, or hopes to be, a man 
of pleaſure;:he aims ar leaſt at the means 


| 1 gf purchaſing the greateſt variety: yet when 
vpeoſſeſſed of che power, the ſame diſpoli- 
| 


— — ä a 
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tions by which he acquired it muſt for 
ever prevent his enjoying che ſmalleſt ſha- 
dom of happineſs. When an inordinate 
love of riches has taken poſſeſſion of a 
man, the line which ſeparates juſtice from 
its oppoſite becomes almoſt impereeptible; 
and though the care of ſecuring his wealth 
may generally keep him within the limits 

of the law, yet in acquiring it he will of- 
ten overſtep the bounds of equity. The 

| Pleaſure he may be ſuppoſed to receive 
from contemplating his ſtores, and telling 
over his hoarded bags, is more than over- 
halanced by the apprehenſion of ſome un- 
foreſeen accident to deprive him of them. 
The ſlave who digs che ſplendid ore, ſuffers 
not more bodily toil, than he does uneaſi- 
neſs of mind from the poſſeſſion of it. He 
3 he is even afraid of 
„ bimſelf, 


himſelf; and the very beggar who in vain 
ſolicits his alms, afflicts his mind, by: rai 
ling in it the ſpectre: of future want and 
wretchedneſs; his ruling paſſion expoſes: 
him even to bodily diſtempers. Theſe are, 
indeed, the natural offspring of luxury and 
intemperance; but are they not alſo the 
attendants of hunger and cold? To boch 
which: he ſubmits in [proſecution of his 
only deſire. Nay, the covetous man has been 
known even to die that he might avoid ex- 
pence; it is true he dies in no body's debt 
but his own; himſelf he has defrauded of 
all the comforts which his bountiful ER RA - 
TOR had given on: 2% bl with 
cence'to enjoy. 0 

Thus does his fin aiiforabby:e torment — — 
avaricious through life, and lead him to 
an unlamented grave. Happy would it be 
for him did it chere leave hiu. 

It is needleſs to multiply examples; every 
gen from virtue, if brought to the 
ſtandard of impartial reaſon and candid 
inquiry, wall ofen what Moſes aſſerts 
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in che tent, that unhappineſs is the wna- 
It may, perhaps, be thought that miſery, 


| rhougly frequently, is nor necelſatily pro- 


duced by vice; | becauſe even the notori- 
ouſly wicked are ſometimes: feen to paſs 
through life with all imaginable faccefs in 
their worldly concerns, and ſeem to enjoy 
the greateſt eaſe and tranquillity of mind ; 
while thoſe who make virtue the ſteady 
. 6d in their honeſt purſuits: and the acci- 
dental evils of life beſet them thick on 
every ide. But chere is another way in 
which fin finds out its faves, and inflicts 
a puniſhment of keener anguiſh than any 
J have yet mentioned. In every breaſt the 
Almighty has fixed a tribunal, and placed 
an impartial and inexorable judge. At the 
bar of conſcience the proudeſt muſt plead; 
and to its fentence the moſt daring and 
powerſul muſt ſubmit. In this court ſhuf- 

fling and equi vocation will be of no avail; 
and crimes which the moſt penetrating 
eyes of men, or perhaps angels, c cannot 
dif- 
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diſcover, | the "offender will there read 
recorded in moſt legible characters. 
Where it exerts its natural power, Which, 
at certain times, it will do in the worſt of 
men, it is the voice of Gop himſelf, and, 
when not blinded by prejudice and paf- 
ſion, the infallible interpreter of his laws. 
At the earlieſt dawn of reaſon, conſcience 
aſſumes her ſeat, nor ever quits it while the 
power of reflection continues. it accom- 
| panies us through time, ſurvives to eter⸗ 
nity; and annihilation alone, could that be 
ſuppoſed, can put an end to its exiſtence, 
Where, then, ſhall we find the happy fin- 
ner? Bur theſe epithets are incomparible: 
Peace and known guilt cannot inhabit the 
fame breaſt; the ſelf-accufed are uneaſy 
in ſociety, and in fohtude miſerable. How 
aptly may that beautiful deſcription which 
David gives of the omnipreſence of the 
| Deity be applied to the power of con- 
ſcience? * Whither can the finner go from 
its preſence? If he turn his eyes towards 
conſcience aſſures him, the gates 
3 8 
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of thoſe bleſſed manſions are for eyer ſhyt. 
againſt him: If he make his bed in hell, 
there he vill fintl this fell companion His 
principal tarmentor: Should he take the 
Wings af the morning, and dwell in the 


vttermoſt parts of the ſea; like a barbed. 


arrow, it will ſtick claſe in his breaſt and 
rankle in his heart: If he ſay, Surely the 
darkneſs will cover me lo! the gloom 
will be horribly: deepened by his diſmal 

_ attendant; and even che joyful ſplendor of 
. . the; mid-day ſun obſcured by 7 5 dock 

preſages of his unhappy mind. 1 

I ſaida chat the wicked dee 8 
the greateſt proſperity, and ſeem poſſeſſed 
5 of perfect eaſe and tranquillity of mind. 
This, indeed, has often given uneaſineſs to 


paicus men, and made them almoſt call in 


queſtion. the providence of Gop. I was 
$4 1 {fays David) at the wicked; 
5 when I. ſaw the ungodly i in ſuch proſpe- 
* rity 1 thought to underſtand this, bur 
it was too hard for me. And tie pro- 
ER Phet complains, « K — doth the 207 
. 0 
2. . e 
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vf che wicked proſper? Wherefbre are 
A they all happy who deal treacherouſſy *? 
But Solomon declares, that on the ſide af 
© the oppreſſor there was powers but they 
had no comforter Wan 

Let us now ſuppoſe a wicked; np UP 
ſefled-of power equal to the wiſhes of the 
molt exorbitant ambition; of- riches ſuf- 
_ ficient, were ſuch a ſuppoſition poſſible, to 
farisfy-even avarice itſelf; and that to be 
happy, as he is, bounds the wiſhes of the 
ſplendid magnificence, and envy his unin- 
terrupted proſperity and ſucceſs: . Bur let 


us trace ſuch a man to the retired ſcenes 


ſervation of the wiſe man fully verified. 
At has been obſer ved, that no Man ever 
appeared a hero in the eyes of his domeſ> - 
tics: his imperfections, failings, and infir- 

mities, cannot be hid from their familiar 
inſpection, and reduce, in their eſtimation, 
the demigod of the populace to a mere 
| der like themſelves. Thus the charac- 
* N U. ac. 22 ry 2 ' der 
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ter 1 a ſuppoſed, in che circle of 
adulation, amid crowds of his admirers and 
dependants, may wear the ſmiles of affabi- 
lity, and the ſerene lock of inward appro- 
bation. But. theſe, alas! are only like his 
dreſs, put on for the occaſion, and with 
man, on whofe countenance in public 
beamed all the [graces of humanity, will 
often in private appear the fullen tyra- 
nical huſband, the unfeeling parent, and 
the cruel imperious maſter: Here he throws 
aſide the maſk, and yields to the natural 
working of his unquiet mind. He is diſſa - 
tisfied with all and every thing around 
him; and chough che perperual tumult of 
his proud ambitious heart, and the con- 
Rant buſtle of ſtate or buſineſs, may pre- 
vent his coolly itiveſtigating the true ſource 
of his uneaſineſs and diſcontent; yet thus 
much he knows, that his ſtate is precari- 
ous, and chat the fame finiſter arts which 
he practiſed to promote his riſe, may, and 
will, be employed by others to procure his 
fall and degradation. Should the dread- 


6 


ed event take place, how truly, in the lan- 
guage of Solomon, vill he be found to have 
no comforter: Like the proud king of Ba- 
bylon, he had aſcribed all his ſucceſs, his 
grandeur and affluence, to the might of his 
a ſuperior Power, whom he has offended, 
for aid and comfort in the hour of diſtreſs. 
Yer let us ſuppoſe that his proſperity abi» 
deth, and that in the height of his exal- 
tation he is viſited by ſickneſs, and the 
| hand of death ſeems ready to lay hold. oi 
lim: In that dread hour, where ſhall he 
look for comfort or conſolation? . Fain 
would he hope, that a long and perpetual 
inſenſibility will be the conſequence of diſ- 
ſolution. But the poſſibility, the very ſirong 

probability, of future exiſtence crowd into 
his thoughts, and totally deftroy theſe balf- 
formed hopes. He now ſees all thoſe delu- 
the hour of deception he falſely ſtyled the 
deſigns, about to vaniſh for ever from his 
eyes; while his fins, arrayed in all their 
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native horrors, hold out to his view their 
real, their undiſguiſed conſequences. 0 
death! (ſays the ſon of Sirach); how bitter 
« is.thereinembrarice of thee to a man that 
ä © Jivech. at reſt in his poſſeſſions, unto the 
man that hath nothing to vex him, and 

that hath proſperity in all things “. 
May we not add, how bitter the approach 
of death to the man, whoſe ſins have only 
then found way to his obſervation, , ruſh 
into his mind, and impreſs his parting 
Wol wich che moſt direful apprehenſions! 

The truth of the propoſition in the tent 
N be illuſtrated by examples drawn 
from every character and circumſtance in 
life; but I leave it, as a moſt uſeful em- 


ployment for your on minds, to trace 


the confirmation of it in the Hiſtorian's 
page, and the living examples in the world 
around you: Both of which will ſuffi- 
| ciently ſatisfy you, that it is the nature of | 
vice to leſſen the joys of (proſperity, and 
. nn a 
Wye 70d ha nod er 
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I might alſo: have mentioned, thatievdh * 
— that ſtrong bulwark of a 
is not able always to ſcreen us from the 
obſervation of our fellou- creatures: Our 
cloſeſt diſguiſes are often ſeen through, 
our deepeſt laid plans thereby defeated; 
ourſelves expoſed to infamy, and frequent- 
ly to ruin. But however convincing What 
J have ſaid may appear to the eye of rea- 
ſon, yet ſuch arguments will often prove 
defective, while men are more governed 


by imagination and fancy than by rationat 


principles; more inclined to / enjoy the 
preſent gratifications of ſenſe, than to aim 
at ſecuring happineſs at a diſtant period. 
And however the account may ſtand as to 
what is paſt, the ſinner will be very apt 
to flatter himſelf, that in what remains of 
life, vice may yet turn the balance in his 
favour; that if cunning and hypocriſy 
cannot regain or ſecure reputation, riches 


and power may enable him to outbrave 


contempt, and his ſenſual pleaſures make 
full amends for his troubled thoughts and 

blaſted character. Unhappy deluſion! 
| SE pet”? Fatal 


_ Hardened can reſiſt; I mean Divine Reve- 


_”” — Ser. 16 
Fatal infatuntion! chat can perſuade a man, 5 
ſpite of the cleateſt arguments, ſpire even 
of his on feelings, to dedicate his life to 
hands and tottering limbs of feeble age 
in the practice of vice and immorality; 
U ſpeaking peace to their ſouls, when in- 
| deed there is no peace Len 
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1 — — — 
led by che checquered appearances of good 
and oppreſſed integrity might not ſtagger 
our reaſon or overturn our hopes, our Al- 
mighty and merciful Fa Tux, in compaſ- 
fon to our infirmities, has drawn aſide the 
veil, and brought to our view the circum- 
g d d n Poet W W 
Fi . 10. 
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fail of its reward; we arc aſſured, by the 
infallible word of truth, That the wages 
& of fin is death : That ſhould the wic- 
account muſt be rendered in the next ſ to 
that Go who is of unlimited unchange- 
able goodneſs, but alſo of ſtrict inflexible 
which he will judge the world in righteouf- 
| nefs, by that Man whom he hath ordain- 
edt, 4 even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, before 
< whole judgment-ſeat we muſt all appear; 
done in his body, according to what he 
© hath done, whether it ſ good or bady.” 
Then ſhall the hidden things of dark» 
* nefs be brought to light, the councils of 
the heart made manifeſt{;” and God 
(4 bo cen dE SU DRL will 


dem. v. az. t 
+ Acts xvii. 3t. $ 2 Cor. v. 10. 
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will jadge the fecrets-of men. © Then 

ſhall the Lord Jeſus be revtaled from 

Heaven, with his mighty angels, in fla- 

ming fire, taking vengeance on them that 

' ** know not God, and obey not the . 

of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt f. 

Simce theſe things are ſoß onght we not 
to give the more earneſt heed to the things 
bich we have heard; to“ give all diligence 
to make our calling and election ſure f. 
Let each of us therefore, my brethren, 
be perſuaded, ſeriouſly to examine our 
thoughts, words, and actions; carefully 

to ſearch after and find out our ſins, leſt, , 
. 00" late, we be unhappily found out of 
them. Let us, by unfeigned repentance 
and a thorough amendment of life, endea- 
pour to obtain Fe forgiveneſs and favour 
of Gop, © who chath no pleaſure in the 

death of the wicked d, but will have 
all men to be ſaved, n 

knowledge of the ruth. * 


my 


« Let, 
„ Rom 1 16 4a Thefti. * 
7 2 Peter i. 1 — 


1 x Tim. i. 4. 
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Let, then, che wicked forſake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, 
te and let him return unto the Lord, who 
 * will-have” mercy on him, and to aur 
i God, who will mn * 5. 
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Ztt us not ſleep as do others, but kt us watch, 


d 


Ewu ching which we bee ious us, 
and every inward ſenſation of our 
hearts, conſpire to convince us that we are 
in a ſtate of preparation for another life; 
Which, as Revelation aſſures us it will be 
eternal, ought undoubtedly to be the chief 
object of our regard and attention. But 
Wh 3 


rhe race that is ſet before us? how many 
obſtacles.are placed in our way? and whar 
vigilance is neceſ̃ry to preferve us in our 
courſe? The ſnares of bad company, and 
to be avaided or overcome without great | 
— and the exertion of our utmoſt 
powers. Heedleſſneſs and inattention open 
—_— to great wickedneſs, and One» 
f, even the worſt of our vices, / ariſe 
| from flock; that enſnaring, ſmooth, lan- 
guid ſorcerefs, enchants u by her faiv 
us 4h entirely off our guard: 
ks heart is enfeebled, the hands of the 
ng are benumbed, by her lethargic 
* they fall by his fide, his eyes art 
N he ſleeps the ſleep of deaths ©: 
2 ppy is che man who knows leaſt of 
Power of ſloth; but where is he who 
has not in ſome degree felt her influence, uence 
and ſuſfered more or leſs by heedleſi inar- 
tention ? If we make one day ſerve for the 
ae of Og n if we alternately 


run 


—— riotous 
diſſipation, if we da one part of our duty 
to peace and virtue ate as well anſwered 
aa if entirely chained by der fetters, as if we 
never exerted our powers at all! Aman 
may be always in a hutry, yet always idle; 
in a conſtant flutter of confuſion, ye never 
two days in the ſame mind: But virtue 
periſhes without perpetual attention; and 
| to: diſcharge. properly the duties we owe 
to our Mak EN and our fellow- creatures, 
will afford employment for the whole of 
our lives; requires all our reſolution, the 
utmoſt exertion of our powers, and the 
moſt conſtant perſeverance and vigilance. 
This is what St Paul is inforcing on the 
Theſſalonians in the words of the text; and 
he urges it from the conſideration of their 
being accountable agents, and: the great 
uncertaĩinty hen the account may be de- 
manded.of them: For yourſelyes know 
. perfectly, ſays he, © that the day of the 
Lord ſo comethꝭ as a thief in the night; * 


+ for-when they ſay Peace and ſafety, then 
1 1 3 | a N * ſudden 
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and they ſhall not | eſcape. But ye, 
* hrerhren, are not in darkneſs, that the 
* day ſhould overtake you as a thief; ye 
* are the children of light, and the chil- 
* dren of the day; we are not of the night 
* and of darkneſs: therefore let us not 
* Deep'as do others, but let us watch and 
de ſober.” 
There is no time of our life, my bre= 
thren, when it is not highly neceſſary to 
call our attention to this ſubject. In the 
midſt of amuſement and diſſipation, none 
will doubt of its propriety: but it is equally 
neceſſary when we ſeem moſt ſeriouſly 
employed; even when, aſſembled in the 
houſe of Gop, we ſeem moſt attentive to 
offer up that worſhip and adoration due 
do his facred majeſty. ' Our minds are ex- 
tremely deceitful, and we are too apt to 
ler the performance of one part of our duty 
blind us in regard to the reſt: Our atten- 
tion in this place may produce heedleſſneſs 
in another; and; pleaſed with the warm 
emorions which the public or private exer- 
ws X | ciſes 
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eiſes of religion may ſometimes mechani- 
cally excite in us, we miſtake them for 
the effects of ſettled conviction, and grow 


inattentive and remiſs in the ſocial part of 


religion: We become full of ourſelves, 


and think we are above the ſtrength of the 


greateſt temptations, and are apt to give 
way to what we fooliſhly. call venial in- 
dulgences ; in ſhort, we take ſloth to our 
boſoms without knowing her. Confidence 
begets ſecurity, and fecurity a defeat; ſelf 
righteouſneſs makes us deſpiſe temptation, 
and the language of pride is, God! I 
thank thee that I am not as other 


© men.” But temptations arrive at a time 


they are not looked for; they aſſail with 


unexpected force: and the laſt ſtate of 
4 the man is worſe than the firſt.” “. 


But the concern we feel for religion, in 
performing the more ſolemn excerciſes of 
it, ſhould accompany us to our houſes, in- 
fluence the management of our families, 


and guide us in all the tranſactions of 
public and private life. From the public 


W an we ſhould go to the duties 
a | | of 
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of friendſhip, humanity; and all the en- 
dearing connections of life; and from theſe 
return to the contemplation and adoration 
of the Deity: Our ſpeculative and practi- 
cal religion ſhould alternately ſucceed each 
other; our devotion of this day be the de- 
votion of the next, and give a colour to all 
15 actions of our lives. Therefore let 

us not ſleep as do others, but let us 

„ watch.” 

In this precept are two things which 
claim our attention, 

I. The manner in which floth exerts it- 
ſelf. And, | 

II. The great reaſon we * to avoid it, 


O entering upon this ſubject, I bes 
leave to obſerve, that the effects of ſloth in 
the buſineſs of religion, and in our world- 
ly affairs, are extremely fimilar.. When 
an inordinate love of eaſe ſeizes a man, he 
from that moment looks on it as the great- 
eſt drudgery to examine the ſtate of his 
affairs; he dreads to inquire how far they 
are in diſorder, becauſe he knows it muſt 

X 2 coſt 
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coſt him great trouble to put them to rights: 
though the bread of his children, though 
the comfort of his days, and his good 
name, depend on his attention, they are all 
of too little account to prevail on him to 
ſubmit to any labour either of body or of 
mind. He fooliſhly hopes, all will yet, 
_ ſomehow or other, end well; and he is 
content to foreſee the greateſt diſtreſs next 
year, rather than undergo any fatigue at 
preſent. His fields are unſown, his barns 
empty, and his children in want: yet will 


he not take his hands from his boſom ; he 


ſaunters and ſleeps, he ſleeps and ſaunters, 
and labour to him appears as the gates of 
death. | 
It is the ſame in the buſineſs of religion; 
none will ſucceed in it without diligence, 
care, and application. Many are the dif- 
ficulties we have to ſurmount from our 
paſſions, appetites, and prejudices; we have 
need to watch againſt the ſudden attacks 
of temptation; we are perplexed with 
"doubts and apprehenſions, and ſuffer much 
nneaſineſs from occafional remorſe. Theſe 
EV, | ſuit 
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ſorbed in the love of pleaſure; for the ſpi- 
rit of indolence will graſp at eaſe to- day, 
though Heaven ſhould be denied to- mor- 
row. But to be more particular, | 

V, Sloth prevents our taking any pains 
to acquire the knowledge of our duty; but 
it is not in nature poſſible for a man to 


norant man may be poſſeſſed with a blind 
ſuperſtition; he may be very expert in per- 
forming the external and ceremonious part 
of religion; but he is not, he cannot be re- 
ligious: From conſtitutional good - nature 


he may do many obliging actions; but he 


muſt be an entire ſtranger to the warm 
glow of affection, and that delicate ſenſi- 
bility of heart, which ariſe from a good 
education, much thought, and great ob- 
ſervation, His virtue, if I may be allow- 


ed the expreſſion, is clumſy and unpoliſhed; 


his honeſty may anſwer the common oc- 
currences of life, but he will be deficient 
in that nice diſcernment requiſite to decide 
in ſome delicate and trying ſituations. 

X 3 Pains, 


Sen devoted to eaſe, and ab- 


practiſe what he does not know. An ig- 


. 


makes a good huſband, a kind father, 2 


Pains, therefore, are neceſſary; great pains 
muſt be taken to gain a e v en 
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mankind is entirely. owing | to ſloth and 
neglect. Their attention is always employ- 
ed abroad; and they are quite averſe from 
looking inte themſelves, to diſcover either 
their wants or failings: they ſometimes 
ſeem in queſt of knowledge; but they ſet 
about their inquiry in a ſlovenly manner, 
and take a wrong courſe to arrive at it. 
We are too apt to amuſe ourſelves with 
whatever is ſhowy, and can pleaſe any idle 
curioſity we have; we run to this and the 
other thing that will humour a ſickly fancy, 
which cannot be pleaſed with one thing 
for two hours together. But how negli 
gent and indifferent are the . generality 
about acquiring that knowledge which 
leads to a good life, and makes men wiſe 
unto ſal vation; that knowledge which 


dutiful ſon, a worthy man, and a valuable 
member of ſociety; the knowledge of a 
_ fin+ 
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fincere Chriſtian who loves Gop, and has 
— unbounded charity for all men. 
What a waſte of time does floth create! 
She is ever ſounding in our ears, that 
much ſtudy is a wearineſ to the fleſh" 
that it is painful to keep the mind always 
employed, and the thoughts ever on the 
ſtretch. The way to knowledge is rugged 
at firſt; it may indeed be rugged after- 
wards; Of this ſloth takes advantage, and 
doubles the difficulties in imagination. 
Our hearts fail becauſe things go not ſo 
ſmoothly on as our ill-grounded hopes ex- 
pect, or our fooliſh wiſhes deſire; the love 
of eaſe extinguiſhes every ſpark of ambi- 
tion; and fince we cannot be wiſe and in- 
dolent at — gn 
lent in ſpite of wiſdom. = 
Io find an excuſe for our . 
the word and will of Gop revealed in the 
Holy Scriptures, we either flatter ourſelves 
that we can make ourſelves. perfectly ac- 
quainted with it at any time; or we muſter 
up ſo many difficulties, or dwell ſo much 
bee Kine with which we have 
| X 4 little 
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little concern, that we give up our ſearch 
in deſpair. In eitber caſe we 'heſtow no 
Pains; we turn over the leaves of ſacred 
inſpiration with little hape, ſmall intention, 
and le inclination to profit by them; and 
_ though we have ſo great an intereſt in the 
life and death of the $a yiour of the world, 
in our own diſlalution, and in a judgment 
to come, yet indolence- blinds our eyes ta 
the great importance of all. Whatever 
whether it is uſeful ar only ornamental, 
whether it tends ta produce a gaod life, or 


progreſs is at an end z our powers are laid 
aſleep, and no more good can be effected: 
though the mind be a rich ſoil, it as ne- 
produce, and the garden of Eden becomes 

| the barren wilderneſs. SEEMED RET! 
_-24ly, E floth be ſo great an enemy ta 
aur attaining of knowledge, it is no leſs a 

bo the —— * * du If ven 
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or the acquiſicion of wealth, fram the ma- 
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© know theſe things,” ſays our bleſſed 84 
vonn, happy are ye if ye do them." 
There is a great difference between knows 
ing and feeling, ſtill more between know- 
ledge and practice. Men who are buſy 
enough in the ſearch of knowledge, are too 
often ſeen as deficient in the performance 
of their duty as thoſe who are at no pains 
to be informed of it. But though we know 
ever ſo little, we are always tempted by 
that inward foe to do leſs. | Sloth ſuggeſts 


to loiter in her ſoft flowery paths, and 
dread every thing that may awake us from 
the downy ſlumber of indolence;' 
It is not caſy to become a proficient in 
Religion ; and he who does not weigh the 
difficulties, will find himſelf much at a loſs 


many pretences for delay; we are tempted 


an every trying occaſion. Hou maby uns — 


pleaſant duties are indiſpenſably neceſſary 
to be done, before we can attain a ſealed 
habit of holineſs and virtue? Repentanee 
is one, mortification another; more are 
unneceſſary to deter indolence from ma- 
„ — 
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and blood; and the appetites of the body 
become the miniſters of ſloth to keep at a 
diſtance theſe unwelcome ſeverities; we 
form excuſe after excuſe for the delay of 
dur duty; and when driven from one, we 


. Intrench ourſelves behind another. It 


might convince us of the neceſſity of a vi- 


will be a very long time before all the falſe 
arguments of ſloth are overturned; nay, 
thoſe that have an hundred times deceived 
us, will an ſome new occaſion be again 
liſtened to as the voice of an oracle. We 
turn to every hand, we ſearch after every 
device, to ward off ſerious reflection, leſt it 


gorous exertion in purſuit of our only 
good; we perſuade ourſelves that another 


time will do as well, —— rt 
than the preſent; the ſmalleſt ſhadow of 
worldly bufineſs is a welcome excuſe, and 
we are willing to attend to any thing rather 
than Religion; we are eafily brought to ſer 
aſide its duties for any amuſement; and 
when did ever indolence firive to avoid the 


ſmiling charms'of pleaſure? - 


Onan: vou ew a man of diflpaien, if 
he 
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he ever intends to accuſtom himſelf to ha- 
| bitual prayer, he would tell you he is not 
juſt now in a proper diſpoſition for it, and 
he would not chooſe to approach his Ma- 
ker in ſuch a ſolemn action till he is in a 


fit temper and more collected mood. Does 


he ever deſign to repent of his follies and 
forſake his ſins? that, he will ſay, is his ſeri- 
+ ous reſolution; but at preſent he has many 
momentous affairs in hand; his ſchemes 
of intereſt and ambition are juſt ripe for - 
ſucceſs, and the moment he has ſecured 
them beyond all danger of miſcarrying, 
he is determined to attend to the calls of Re- 
ligion. But © go thy ways for this time, 
and when I have a —— ſeaſon I 
will ſend for thee. I have company 
with me at preſent I am fonder of by 
much; but when I can no longer enjoy 
the gay ſociety, I will attend to your ſo- 
lemn admonitions. Very early, indeed, 
does ſloth put in her claim; and when we 
can ſcarce diſtinguiſh our right hand from 
our left, we fall on pretences to delay what 
0 ö told is our duty. The young man 
puts 
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puts off till 0 chat ſtage ſhifts off 
Religion to old age; and old age truſts to 
a death- bed repentance: but even then, 
though the ſickneſs of death be upon kim, 
floth may probably keep irs hold, and he 

will die, as he lived; in a dream. 
In our journey through life, we pleaſe 
ourſelves with the hopes of much happi- 
neſs at the different ſtages we ſhall arrive 
at, bur we are extremely averſe to think of 
the laſt one. We forget that we are to die, 
and that the ſtate we die in will determine 
our fate for ever; from this proſpe& we 
induſtriouſly turn our eyes; and, ſtrange 
infatuation! we are as much attentive to 
the trifling amuſements of this life, and as 
regardleſs of what may be our condition 
in the future, as if revelation were rever- 
' fed, and the goſpel had aſſured us of the 
eternal inſenſibility of the ſoul after the 
body ſhall have ceaſed to breath. And 
though we ſee numbers daily dying around 
us by diſeaſe, the violence of others, or 
their own intemperance; though their fate, 
ny the * of our own houſe, may 
| ſufli- 
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ſufficiently convince us that here we have 
no continued abode, in vain does the great 
teacher Death repeat his leſſon; we inſtant- 
ly forget it, and our foot has no ſooner left 
the houſe of mourning than our thought 
leſſneſs returns; and though this year we 
tread with ſo little feeling on the graves of 
our friends, we ſeldom reflect, that before 
the next arrives. we may be what they are 
now. Should theſe melancholy objects 
make any impreſſion, it is in general but 
momentary. We but half open our eyes on 
dhe diſmal ſcene, and immediately ſhutting 
out the diſagreeable object fall faſter aſleep 
in the arms of floth than before. But 
when our careleſs inattention is at the 
greateſt, death may come in earneſt; and 
we may either die inſenſible of our ſins, 
or, ſhould we ſee our hazard, may find our 
_ endeavours too weak to break their chains, 

as ſloth has got us entirely in her power. 
In the bufineſs of life, you often ſee 
people irreſolute, and never determined 
what ſtep to take, till the opportunity in 
which their exertion might have been of 
| | uſe 
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uſe is gone for ever; How melancholy to 
think, that this character is alſo too fre- 
quent in regard to Religion! Many wil 
lingly encourage the ſlumbers of indolence 


to avoid the anxiety of an accuſing heart; 
they have ſo long given way to its baneful 

influence, that they begin to imagine their 
caſe deſperate, and their powers irrecover- 


ably benumbed; the medicines they have 


recourſe to «are not ſuch as can remove the 
diſeaſe; but ſuch as ſtupify the ſenſe; they 


fear they have contracted debts which they 


never can pay, and they fly to the drun- 


kenneſs of floth Eden of 


delpair. 


Before I proceed to the ſecond thing I 


Propoſed, which was to point out the 
weighty reaſons we have for avoiding 
floth, and which ſhall be the ſubject of 


another diſcourſe, I beg leave to remind 
you, that by floth here is not meant abſo- 


lute inactivity: for people may be very 
buſy in the proſecution of the idleſt vani- 
ties, and extremely active, yet vicious all 
the while; at the ſame time, both are indo- 
—— 4 2 lently 
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lently negligent of their higheſt intereſt 
and only good. How unbecoming is it 
for a creature, endued with the powers of 
* reaſon and underſtanding, thoſe emana- 
tions from the Divinity itſelf, to employ 
all his thoughts, cares, and attention on the 
gewgaws and rattles of overgrown infancyz 
to have the noble faculties of his mind en- 
tirely abſorbed-in idle amuſements, infig- 
nificant ſports and trifling pleaſures of this 
life! innocent in themſelves, if only uſed, 
as they were kindly intended, to be a re- 
laxation to the mind of man when fati- 
gued with the important duties of his par- 
ticular ſtation, or with ſearching after the 
improvements of knowledge: but can any 
thing be more abſurd, than making them 
the only buſineſs and employment of life? 
Is not this, in the language of the propher, 
to ſow to the wind, and reap the whirl- 
« wind; to hatch cockatrice eggs, and weave 
© the web of che ſpider?” Is it not © hewing 
out ciſterns that will nold no water, and 
* Jabouring for that which ſatisfieth not?” 
Bur ſtill far worſe is the active induſtry 
| employed 


9 Witneſs the meagre ſla ves of avarice, who | 
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employed in the ſervice of vice; even the 
' wages of iniquity are not earned without 
great expence of labour, care, and anxiety: 


ſtarve themſelves and cheat the world, to 
enrich they know not whom; who eat 
the ſolitary ſcanty morſel of care, who 
ſpend the day in anxiety, and the night 
without peace or reſt, to heap up treaſures 
as uſeleſs to them as if they were ſtill in 
the bowels of the earth. How active muſt 
be the wretch, who, trampling on all the 
laws of equity, is induſtrious to raiſe him- 
ſelf on the ruin of others, and thrives by 
fraud and oppreſſion! What uneaſineſs 
muſt the envious feel, and how muſt his 
breaſt be torn, whoſe heart boils with re- 
venge, and whoſe feet are ſwift to ſhed 
blood! Can thoſe turbulent ſpirits ever 
know peace, who are diligent to ſpread 
ſtrife and diſſention among men, who fiſh 
in troubled waters, and delight in the plots 
and ſtratagems of faction; who, as the 
wiſe man ſays, © ſleep not unleſs they have 
done miſchief, and their fleep is taken 
2 * from 
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1 fleep-is taken from them, unleſs they 
_ © cauſerfome td fall“? 
Shall we then be afraid of the difficul- 
ties of Religion when it requires ſuch la- 
bour to be the ſervants of fin? As we are 
formed for activity, be it our firſt care to 
direct it to the nobleſt purpoſes, the ſer- 
vice of our Maker and the ſalvation of our 
_ ſouls; and both in regard to this world 
and the next, be it our ambition to be 
| foun not ſlotliful in buſineſs, but fer- 
vent in ſpirits and faithfully ſerving the 
* Lons.“ 
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Let us not ſleep as do others, but let us watch. 


: AVING, in a former diſcourſe from 
| theſe words, conſidered the nature of 
floth, and in what manner it affects both 
our ſpiritual and temporal concerns, I pro- 
eeed now to point out ſome of the weighty 
reaſons we have for avoiding this enemy 
ſo deſtructive to our peace and happineſs. 
"= 


- Iris impoſſible for any rationally think- 
ing man to avoid being convinced, that 
our gracious Maker ſent us into this world 

for the nobleſt purpoſes; Infinite wiſdom 
could hot deſign us to loiter away our 
time, uſeleſs ro others and unprofitable to 
ourſelves; why elſe were we endued with 
theſe admirable powers and natural pro- 
penſities ro action? whereto ſerve the 
ſtrength ' and 'pliability of our muſcular 
frame what is the uſe of reaſon? or why 
do we feel internal peace and tranquillity, 
orinward anguiſh andremorſe, ſpring from 
our voluntary actions? All theſe cannot 
be intended for the ſupport of animal life 
alone; for other creatures, entirely deſti- 
tute of theſe mental powers, or having 
them in a ſcarce perceptible degree, greatly 
excel us in many of the animal functions 
and the gratifications of ſenſe. All things, 
my brethren, with and without us, call for 
the exertion of theſe faculties, both of body 
and ſoul, which the Gop of nature has be- 
ſtowed upon us: they proclaim us free 
agents; and the obvious defign of our ex- 
1 2 iſtence 
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iſtence is, that we ſhould work the work 
'Y of Him that Spy: — e 
« day.” 4 842 
Action was the ey nber his 
degradation; for when Adam was expelled 
from Paradiſe, and the Lord: ſaid unto 
him, ln the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou 
«cat bread,” we muſt not from that ſen» 
tence conclude, that, had he remained in 
Paradiſe, his life was to have been ſpent in 
indolence. The garden, indeed, fponta- 
neouſly produced every thing neceſſary for 
his convenience and ſuſtenance; yet, be- 
ſides the employment of his mind in the 
gontemplation and adoration of the Deity, 
we are expreſsly told, that * God put the 
F man into the garden to areſt it and keep 
it:“ And had he become the flave of 
doch, the garden of Gop would ſoon have 
been a luxuriant wilderneſs. be 
But labour is ſo far fred beige 
curſe on man, that it is productive of the 
greateſt temporal | bleſſings; from active 
induſtry neceſſarily flow health and real 


. 


niences of the preſent life. If we fly from 
labour, we are ſure to meet diſtreſs; for po- 
verty walks by the fide of floth: Inactivity 
is deſtructive of health, and the reſolutions 
of the indolent vaniſh. like miſt before the 
ſan: but the hand of the diligent maketh 
rich; in his houſe there is. bread, in his 
mind there is peace, and his children are 
in honour, If ſuch then are the advan- 
tages we enjoy by labouring for the bread 
that periſheth, how much more anxious 
ought we to be to acquire. that which 
* endureth to life everlaſting ?” But to be 
more particular, 

-- 1, We ſhould avoid ſloth, Dota it 
fronds: out ſo many temptations before us 
to beguile us of the happineſs which our 
activity and vigilance would produce. Idle- 
neſs 1s the ſchool of vice, and we: always 
ſee moſt wickedneſs where there is the 
greateſt crowd of idle people. Induſtry, 
even in our worldly affairs, is not favour- 
able to vice; it employs ſo much of our 
time and attention, that we really have 
neithey leiſure nor opportunity to make a 

Y 3 great 
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will not find employment for it in doing 
good, it will undoubtedly buſy itſelf in 


ger. 18. 


great figure in wickedneſs: but the ſlaves 


of idleneſs and diſſipation refine upon 
vice; they leave the plain beaten tract of 


| iniquity; they ſcorn to ſin in the manner 


every body may fan, and exert the powers 


of their imagination to find out ſomething | 


more finiſhed and in a newer ſtyle, ſome- 
thing that may ſhow a genius for wicked- 
neſs ; and he receives the higheſt applauſe | 
who, withthe greateſt audacity, can tram; 
ple on the laws of Gov, and ne wp 
25 gratifications of ſenſe. 
Our mind is naturally Alen; ct . 


doing evil. The objects of our attention 


are either religious, innocent, or ſinful; on 


one or other of theſe we muſt of neceſſity 
be employed. We ſhould, therefore, be ex- 
tremely careful that our religious exerciſes 
be ſucceeded either by honeſt buſineſs or 
innocent amuſement; for if we are neither 
religiouſly nor innocently employed, we 
2 ſo» 

; that, 
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that, in ſuch a ſituation, the ſlothful and 
inattenti ve become vicious and fall a prey 
to the firſt temptation? We are ſurrounds 
ed on every ſide by the temptations and 
ſnares of vice; we meet with them in che 
ſmile of a friend and in the frown of an 
enemy; within our doors and without, 
when we are alone and in company, they 
aſſume every ſhape to betray us; they 
bribe us with profit, they. allure us with 
pleaſure, they raiſe difficulties to frighten 
us from our duty, and they remove the 
appearance of them to lull our vigilance 
aſleep: Therefore is it ſaid, that the- 
righteous are ſcarcely ſaved, they are ſaved 
as by fire. What then ſhall become of the 
heedleſs inconfiderate finner? and how 
ſhall the flothful obtain a victory which 
coſts the ſevereſt ſtruggle to the moſt ex- 
erciſed and vigilant Chriſtian? Much leſs 
difficulties will damp the caurage of the 
indolent; his colour changes at the leaſt 
appearance of toil, and the very ſhadow of 
danger will make him draw back from the 
_ im duty. The flothful man 

| Y 4 ſays, 


ſays, There is a lion in the way, I ſhall be 
lain in the ſtreet; imaginary fears diſturb 
his mind; he dreams of action till che ſea- 
ſon is paſt, and the wiſhed - for ezertion 
 cpuld have no effect. 
Conſider alſo the influence of bad com- 
pany-.: How often is vica encouraged, and 
virtue put out of countenance, by the con · 
verſation of men, even of great name, and 
whoſe parts and education would make us 
expect from them far different things? Re- 
l igion is made the ſuhject of — 
and the butt of their ridicule and empty 
mirth: All ſober reflection is baniſhed; 
fident of their former opinions, they are 
dazzled: by the figure and reputation of 
their gay friends; and, doubting if the plea- 
ſures and rewards of religion are equal ta, 
the pains and attention it requires, they 
inſenſibly falþ-down the ſtream of vice, 
and loſe their former ſentiments in the 
flumbers of indolence. Licentious com- 
ghany is particularly dangerous to young 
Nane their ins are ſtrong, their 
0 temptad 
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— temptations many, their prudence is ſmall, 
and their experience leſs. All ſhould avoid 
ſuch company, but the young ſhould fly 
from it; heedleſſneſs is natural to their 
time of life, therefore ſhould they watch 
with double anxiety chat * enter * 
into temptation. | 
Aa, We have mach reaſha' to be . 
lane and avoid ſloth, becauſe of the vio- 
lence and ſtrength of our paſſions. It is no 
doubt the principal buſineſs. of reaſon to 
reſtrain and keep them within proper 
bounds; and who will ſay that this can be 
eaſily effected? He muſt be ſtrangely ig 
norant of human nature, who can ſuppoſe 
that our paſſions can be vanquiſhed with 
little trouble; the gratification of them is 
ſo very ſoothing and captivating to the 
ſenſes, chat the ſevereſt diſcipline is neceſ- 
ſary to regulate them, and aſcertain how: 
far, conſiſtently with reaſon and religion, 
they may be indulged: if we once allow 
chem to take the lead, from that moment 
znarchy and uproar fill the mind, confu- 
os and irregularity deform our * 


2 
— — — 


— 
— ——  - - _ 
—— 


— — 


— — 


—— — 
— 


— 


— 


- —— — 
= — = 
— 
2 — 
— 3 — — - = K —— —-— — = 
— — E _ \ - 
= — — ęwſu— — — ͤ — — — — _ — 2 
— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — _ — — — — ITY 
— - _ — — _ — 2 
— n 
— — — — — —— — — 2.x 9 
- — _ 
a ; — — - _ 
6 * * — 
— * * 
- 
. 


| 
346 
8 
- 


| - the ſervant exalted to authority and com- 


mand; and a moſt harſh and tyrannical 


' raſter he will ſhow bimſelf. The flave of 
| his paſſions walks blindfold on the edge of 


a precipice; one ſtep may occaſion his fall, 


and great and irrecoverable will it be. 


gt Peter bids us beware of our paſſions, 
becauſe they war againſt the ſoul; but will 


tigues of war? Will it endure the pains 


the mortification of our vicious appetites? 
Will ſloth encounter the hard ſtruggle re- 


quiſite to free the mind from malice, en- 


vy, and pride? Can vicious idleneſs pro- 
cure us peace? By no means; for there is 
no real peace to the wicked: Nor can there 
be a more fooliſh or ill- grounded excuſe 


than is ſometimes given for the indulgence 


of our paſſions, viz. that it is for our caſe. 
}-formerly obſerved, and daily experience 
confirms the obſervation, that a courſe of 
vice is attended with more care, anxiety, 

9. | Can 
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ſual gratification muſt ever be in torment; 
he is the ſport of his paſſions, and is ma» 
naged at their will: they ſay, Come, and 
he comerh.; Go, and he goeth; he is the 
on to the end, expoſed beſides to the an- 
„ ——— 
by keeping floth at a diſtance. | 

Zaly, Evil habits are formed by lochz * 
and if we cannot reſiſt the firſt temptation 
to fin, how ſhall we be able to do it when 
it has become a ſecond nature to us? It is 
by degrees that vice becomes eaſy and fa- 
miliar; we are indeed degraded, but not 
totally depraved : our nature is ſtill repug- 
nant to thoſe enemies ho firſt conquered 
us, and threw the ſhackles of mortality 
upon us; and we ſhrink at the firſt view 
of thoſe chains, however gilded, by which 
they endeavour to make our bondage eter- 
recoils from the firſt ſolicitation to a baſe 
d unworthy action; but, if we once 
3 N "” 


yield, he whoſe heart once trembled at the 


thought of committing an ordinary fault, 


— eee 
favourable ſeaſon — e of ſin, 
and that ſleep of the ſoul produces the 
fulleſt harveſt of vice; a ſmall crime be- 


comes a great one, a great one enormous: 


Indolence keeps reflection at a diſtance, 
Vaud we never attend to the rapid progreſs 
we are making in the road to perdition. 
Our fins become ſo familiar, it is offering 
a violence to our nature to part with them; 
they grow out of each other, and one bad 
habit is the parent of an hundred. Im- 
purity, for example, makes a man betray 
his truſt, deceive his friend, falſify his 
oath, and do every thing that is baſe to 
accompliſh his execrable deſigns : One 
falſchood muſt be ſupported by another ; 
cheating is the parent of lying, and one 
lie requires many to conceal it. It is ſcarce 
poſſible to be guilty of a ſolitary vice; they 
N chey run into one ano- 
| ther; 
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ther; this draws to er- and chat leads to 
| _ kb 
How careful, "On er we to be that 
we do not acquire the ſmalleſt bad habit. 
If we cannot repel vice when it is young 
and baſhful, where ſhall we find the ſtrength 
of hand or vigour of mind to overcome it 
when it has acquired the ce and for- 
wardneſs of full years? © 

If, this day, floth will not allow you 8 
beſtow one hour in the ſervice of os 
or ſhed one tear on the recollection of vice, 
how will it brook the grief and vexation 
of parting with many bad habits which 
have been aſſimilating with your nature 
from youth to old age, and with other 
habits? Sloth itſelf is continually acquiring 
greater ſtrength; he who is indolent to- 
day, will be extremely ſo ten years hence. 
This is the miſery of miſeries, that our 
burden is becoming heavier, and we a 
ways growing weaker. 

4ihly, Many places of pee us 
che great danger of ſloth and indolent de- 
lay. This is what the fooliſh virgins are 

charged 
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charged with in the 2 ↄth of St Matthew: 
They knew thatthe bridegroom was tocome, 
yet had they done nothing proper for his 
reception: They had, it ſeems, eil in their 
lamps; but it was burnt out, and they had 
none in their veſſels to ſupply it with, 
which the wiſe virgins had been careful 
to provide in theirs. The meaning of the 
puarable is plainly this: God has graciouſly 
endued all men with reaſon, and other 
| wers and faculties, for the direction of 
their conduct and the improvement of 
their minds; by the proper exertion of theſe 
they are enabled to act agreeably to the 
themſelves for the rewards Gop has pro- 
miſed to the virtuous hereafter: So that 
* when the cry is made at midnight, Be- 
hold the bridegroom cometh, go ye out 
to meet him; i. e. when they are ſum- 
moned by death from this world, or when 
the day of final retribution cometh, for it 
is the ſame to us, as judgment will find us 
in the ſame ſtate in which we leave the 
nn then ſhall their ſouls be found 


burning 
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burning with love and gratitude to Gon, 
and their fincere, though imperfect, obe- 
dience will be manifeſt, and publicly ac- 
knowledged and rewarded by Ae. J udge 
of all the earth. 

But, ebene e 
wretches who have paſſed their hole time 
in ſloth and indolence; who have entirely 
neglected and never ſtirred up che ineſti- 
mahle gifts which are in them; who had 
not God in all their thoughts, neither re- 
joiced in the promiſes of his mercy, nor 
trembled at his juſt threatenings ; ſhall at 

that awful period be found, like the fooliſh 
virgins, quite unprepared, with their lamps 
extinguiſhed; the noble powers beſtowed on 
them to promote their peace here and haps 
pineſs hereafter, rendered uſeleſs by indo- 
lence and depraved by iniquity. And when 
they, trembling, implore to be received ro 
the mercy and favour of the SAVIOUR and 
Jupce, they muſt expect the dreadful an- 
(wer: given to the fooliſh . 2785 ann 

* yerily, 1 know you not. 

ow powerful an argument does this 


parable 
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parable afford againſt ſloth, and triffing 
away thoſe hours deſtined to action till 
death overtake us? Let us then attend to 
the adttnition of the ſon of Sirach: 
Humble thyſelf,” ſays he, before thou 
rer and in the time of ſins ſhow re- 
* pentance, and defer not till death to be 

« juſtified A ſudden death cuts off all 
poſſibility of repentance; and if it is lin- 
_ ering, how unfit are the powers either of 
body or ſoul for performing any of the 
duties for which they were deſigned? the 
one blaſted by diſeaſe, che other over- | 
powered by horror and diſmay. Our 
time is ſhort, but our duties are many and 
great; our life is a vapour; yet ſhort as 

it is, we have no more ſpace in which to 
Prepare for eternity. If indeed we were to 
live to the age the children of men enjoy- 
ed before the flood, whoſe life was in full 
vigour at the age of four or five hundred 
years, there might be ſome excuſe for tri- 
fling away a ſcore or two; but when we 
are but of yeſterday, and are cruſhed be- 
fore the moth, hat ſhadow of reaſon can 
slr | we 
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we have for delay? Indolence is not for us; 
and our ſtate will not agree with indolence. 
Let us therefore © watch, for we know 
* neither the day nor the hour wherein 

the Son of Man comet... 
We have another ſtriking leſſon given 
us in the parable of the talents. Our gra- 
cious Gon is not like an Egyptian taſk- 
maſter; he requireth not bricks without 
affording ſtraw. The man who divided 
the talents among his ſervants put into 
their hands the means of trade; and there= 
fore, in the ſtricteſt juſtice, might demand 
the fruits of induſtrious improvement. 
Our merciful Cxz4ToR hath, in like man- 
ner, furniſhed us with ſufficient powers for 
performing what he requires at our hands; 
therefore we cannot plead inability. * If 
much is given, we have much to account 
for; if little, we have to anſwer for little: 
but improvement is demanded of all. It 
is equally criminal to hide or miſemploy 
one talent as five; for though we ſhall not 
be charged with what we have not actual 
ly enjoyed, yet moſt certainly à ſtrict ac- 
2 count 
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count will be required of every power and 
faculty we have received. 

The Author to the Hebrews propoſes to 
us the example of the good men of old; 
that we be not flothful, but followers of 
- them who through faith and patience in- 
herir the promiſes: And St Paul gives us 
a fine repreſentation of his own diligence, 
When writing to the Philippians, he ſays, 
Not as though I had already attained, 
either were perfect; but I follow after, 
that I may apprehend that for which I 
am alſo apprehended of Chriſt Jeſus, 
< Brethren, I count not myſelf to have ap- 
prehended; but this one thing I do, for- 
getting thoſe things which are behind, 
* and reaching forth unto theſe things 

* which are before, I preſs towards the 

mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus.” This, my 
brethren, is a noble pattern for us: What- 
ever advances we have made in religion 
and virtue can never be reckoned enough; 

ve muſt not ſtand ſtill, but puſh onward 
in the * to RIS: This day we 
X ſhould 


1 


ſhould be better than yeſterday, and mort 
improved to-morrow than we are now; 
and ſo on till our lives end. In this ſtate 
of probation; we can indeed never arrive 
at perfection; neither our devotion nor 
our charity are ſo warm, elevated, and 
extenſive, as they ſhould be: We make 
many falſe ſteps in the journey through 
life; and, as St James ſays, © in many things 
* we offend all.“ But let not our offences 
be wilful and habitual; let us watch and 
pray that we enter not into temptation: 
Let us not take counſel of floth ; but fol- 
| low the prophets, and tread in the ſleps of 
the holy apoſtles; till, like them, we ac- 
quire the ſame mind that was in CHRIST 
Ixsus, who in private was all devotion, 
and conſtantly doing good in the meetings 
of men. | 
We have the nobleſt motives to excite 
our diligence and induſtry in the perfor- 
mance of our duty to Gop and our fellow - 
creatures, even the pardon of our fins, 
peace of mind on earth, and eternal hap- 
pineſs in Heaven. The goodneſs and for- 
2 2 bearance 
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bearance of Gop ſhould lead us to repen- 
tance; for if we deſpiſe his love, we muſt 
feel the weight of his diſpleaſure. His 
mercy is indeed great, yea infinite; but the 
wicked and impenitent cannot be the ob- 
jets of it; and though he at preſent mer- 
cifully ſuffers our ſloth and indolence, yet 
who knows how long his forbearance may 
endure? 

There is a paſſage i in the 5th chapter of 
the prophecies of Iſaiah which the ſlothful 
may apply to themſelves: I ſhall beg leave 
to conclude with reading it. Now 
* will I fing to my well-beloved a ſong of 
* my beloved, touching his vineyard. My 
e beloved hath a vineyard in a very fruit» 
* ful hill. And he fenced it, and gathered 
out the ſtones thereof, and planted it 
« with the choiceſt vine, and built a tower 
in the midſt of it, and alſo made a wine- 

e preſs therein: and he looked that it 
* ſhould bring forth grapes, and it brought 
* forth wild grapes. And now, O inhabi- 
.* tants of Jeruſalem, and men of Judah, 
" "Rag I Pray you, betwixt me and my 

* vine- 
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* vineyard. What could I have done more 
* to my vineyard that I have not done in 
“it? Wherefore, when 1 looked that it 
„ ſhould bring forth grapes, brought it 
- * forth wild grapes? And now, go to; I 
« will tell you what I will do to my vine- 
« yard: I will take away the hedge there - 
“of, and it ſhall be eaten up; and break 
* down the wall thereof, and it ſhall be 
* trodden down. And I will lay it waſte, 
it ſhall not be digged nor pruned; there 
e ſhall come up briers and thorns. I will 
* alſo command the clouds that they rain 
no rain upon it. For the vineyard of 
© the Lord of Hoſts is the houſe of Iſrael, 
and the men of Judah his pleaſant plant: 

e and he looked for judgment, but behold 

* oppreſſion; and for righteouſneſs, but 
* behold a ws * 
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Ecerxs. xii, 1, 


h Remember now thy Greater j in the days of thy. 

© youth, while the evil days come not, nor ibe 
years draw nigh, when thou alt ſay, I 
H * pleaſure in he 5 


N hearing theſe words, you are, I 
preſume, before-hand with me in 
obſerving how great is the neceſſity of en- 
tering early on a life of religion and vir- 
tue, I geed not inform you, that much 
depends on your firſt ſetting out in life; 
From 
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From this time we begin with ſome cer- 
tainty to form expectations of your future 
behaviour; for it is very probable that the 
character you firſt aſſume may continue 
that of your riper years. If your firſt aim 
has been at decency, integrity, and devo- 
tion, theſe virtues will take ſuch root in 
your heart, that though at ſome period 
youthful heat and inadvertence may leſ- 
ſen their influence on your conduR, yet 
they will at ſome cooler hour reſume their 
full authority. On the other hand, if you 
ſet off with riot and licentiouſneſs, which 
are too engaging to young people, time will 
not always leſſen your folly, but rather 
' increaſe it. 

When you firſt ſet out on the voyage of 
life, Virtue on the one hand offers herſelf 
as your guide in a dreſs the moſt engaging 
though not the moſt glaring, and ſhe points 
out the rocks and ſhelves on which youth 
is in moſt hazard of ſplitting. On the 
other hand, Vice offers to conduct you; 
ſhe has a more enſnaring countenance, and 
ſeeks to gain your confidence by promiſigg 


bring thee into judgment.“ This leads 
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pleaſures, highly tempting in proſpect te 
the ſoft and tender hearts of youth, too 
eaſily affected with the charms of that ſor 
| cel. 

The wiſe man, therefore, highly ſenGble 
of the great hazards to which heedleſſneſi 
expoſes a young man, addreſſes him thus 
in the end of the laſt chapter; © Rejoice, 
O young man, in thy youth, and let thy 
heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, 
and walk in the ways of thine heart, and 
* in the ſight of thine eyes; but know 
thou, that for all theſe things God will 


him, in the text, to direct us to religion as 
the ſureſt guide to our youth; then is the 
beſt ſeaſon for religion, and virtue with 
the greateſt ſucceſs eſtabliſhes ber empire 
in the mind. He takes alſo this opportu 
nity of ſhowing the great hazard of de- 
laying the reformation of the heart till the 
arrival of old age, as the infirmities of this 
ſtate afford very poor hopes of ſuch an en- 
. robs 6 
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_ I preſume to addreſs myſelf to you all 
on this very weighty ſubject, as both old 
and young have the higheſt concern in it, 
Indulge me, therefore, with your patience 
and attention; And I particularly addreſs 
myſelf to you, my young friends, as you 
are at that period of life when the choice 
you make is likely to determine your con- 
dition for happineſs or miſery, ſucceſs or 
diſappointment, in this life; a period on 
which immortality itſelf depends ! 

The text ſupplics us with two heads of 
diſcourſe: 

I. To ſhow the reaſons which ſhould 
make us dedicate our youth to religion.” 
II. To conſider the great hazard of de» 
laying a courſe of virtue till old age comes 
On. 8 


Oixx me leave, then, firſt to direct your 
thoughts to the power of habits, whether 
good or bad. There is no doubt that ſome 
men have from nature worſe diſpoſitions 
than others, as we obſerve among the 
lower creatures that one is leſs tractable 

and 
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and more faulty than others of the ſame 
; kind; yet after all, we may ſafely affirm, 
that much more depends on education and 
the company we frequent than upon our 
natural temper. A man has it in his power, 
by early care, to correct the worſt diſpo- 
fitions; and the beſt temper is moſt vitiated 
by neglect, as the beſt ſoil, by wrong cul- 
tivation, produces the rankeſt weeds, 

The firſt impreſſions we take of any 
ids are the ſtrongeſt and moſt durable; 
to this is owing that we have the greateſt 
ſucceſs in our worldly callings, when the 
mind is tender and the fancy vigorous. 
When the bloom of youth is over, we ſet 
about any thing awkwardly of which we 
never thought before; and after thirty or 
forty years, a certain ſtiffneſs both of body 
and mind is contracted, which a man 
ſcarcely ever gets the better of. Every one 
knows, that a man learns more in one 
year before that period than in two after 
it; in youth there is ſcarcely any difficulty 
either in labour or ſtudy which ou can- 

not ſurmount 6 
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The ſame rule holds in regard to vir- 
tue and vice; only ſet out in a proper 
manner, and you will acquire an habit of 
virtue which will adhere to yau through 
life. Exerciſe your youth in prayer, and 
true devotion will become familiar to you; 
in your early days be charitable and ten- 
der-hearted, and the ſofteſt ſympathy will 
become natural to you. But take advan- 
tage of one man, and this bribes you to 
take i of another; a ſecond fault brings 

on a third, that a fourth, till from leſs to 
greater a bad character is formed. _ 

When a young man firſt engages in a 
bad courſe of life, he by no means thinks 
where all this will end. Fear and much 
uneaſineſs attend our firſt approaches to 
wickedneſs: with a trembling hand. and 
 wavering reſolution we firſt commit a vi- 


cious action; and at this time the na- 
tural baſhfulneſs of youth reſtrains us 
from many extravagances. Bur length of 
time, combining with our want of reflec- 
tion, forces us to make a bolder inroad 
inte the confines of vice; yet many a 

ſtruggle 
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ſtruggle will it coſt us ere we get the better 


bodl our modeſty, that great outguard of vir 


tue. But the ſame perſon whoſe nature 
now revolts at committing an ordinary 
vice, ſoon hecomes daring in wickedneſs; 

and inſtead of being aſhamed of it, gives 
up, with virtue, all regard to character and 


reputation. And you may be aſſured, that, 


vithout timely caution, the vices of youth 
Will continue through age, and gain addi- 
tional ſtrength, till confirmed by habit they 
become entirely your maſters; then inte- 
reſt, conſcience, and character, ineffectually 
oppoſe their courſe. There is no other 
way to prevent this great apoſtacy but 
dedicating yourſelves early to the ſervice 
of Go; this will give dignity to youth, 
ſtability to age, and ſuch a guarded pro- 
priety of behaviour, as will give you reaſon 
to hope for every joy in life, and . 
you when you come to die. 
But as this is a e or- 
dinary conſequence, I beg your attention 
while I conſider more — the advan» 


tages of early + 


V.. 


* 
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I, It is the beſt guard againſt the er- 
rors of youth. In the beginning of our 
days, our openneſs of heart, unſuſpicious 
turn of mind, and want of experience, 
ſubject us to many imprudent actions: 
Now a rational religion (abſtracting from 
the view of another life) gives a degree of 
caution, of great ſervice in this world, 
Youth puſhes with ardour towards the ob- 
| jects of its deſires; and the vivacity of tem 
per attending it. often leaves the rules of 
prudence behind. At this time Religion is 
its beſt guard, and makes it act with diſere- 
tion, ſtanding in awe of the preſence of the 
Almighty. 

There is à certain levity natural to 
young perſons, and they would not do 
well without it; the formal compoſure 
which looks graceful in a man of three- 
ſcore, would fit aukwardly on a man of 
twenty; but beſides this innocent levity, 
there is another kind which directly leads 
to fin. You muſt aim, my brethren, at the 
decency of a rational good Chriſtian; at the 
fame time you may have the frank, cheer- 
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ful candor natural to youth. Religion 
will teach you to temper cheerfulneſs with 
ſerenity, ſo amiable in all, and ſuperlative 
ly ſo when poſſeſſed by a young perſon ; 
under its guidance you will acquire the 
beſt manners' ce beſt princi- 
ples of action. 
Old people become Es from the natus 
ralcoolneſsof theirpaſſions; from their long 
experience; and above all, from the many 
inſtances they have ſeen of deceit and falſe 
friendſhip: but a young perſon can only 
have prudence from proper principles. Re- 
ligion will teach him a caution that needs 
no reſerve, as the natural honeſty of his 
heart requires no aid from hypocriſy. It 
allows all the vivacity of youth, and only 
checks it when it leads to vice. 
a4ly, Religion guards youth from the 
ſins to which it is moſt expoſed. At that 
period our reaſon is weak, our paſſions are 
ſtrong; and in the midſt of the tumult they 
raiſe, virtue and peace of mind are entire- 
ly diſregarded. How neceflary then muſt 
* be at this time! that alone can 
2 enable 
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enable us to curb our paſſions, by conſi- 
dering ourſelves as always in the preſence 
of GoD; This awful thought will be our 
ſtrongeſt guard in the moſt difficult trials; 
and in the hour of temptation we ſhall ſay 
with Joſeph, © What! ſhall T do this wic- 
0 kedneſs, and fin againſt Gop?” A reflec- 
rion of this kind will give ſecurity in every 
fituation; it will check the ſallies of reſent- 
ment, which flow from the heat of paſ- 
ſions; it will keep down the pride of heart, 
which is apt to ſwell in a youthful breaſt; 
a ſpirit of devotion will ſubdue your irre- 
_ gular appetites and the impetuoſity of your 
defires. Remember, then, betimes, your 
CREATOR, and this will ſupport you in 

the moſt violent aſſaults of temptation. 
3Zaly, Religion perfects whatever ami- 
able qualities that charming portion of 
life is poſſeſſed of; for every age has vir- 
tues and vices peculiarly adapted to itſelf. 
If, on the one hand, youth is liable to great 
faults, it is alſo the ſeaſon favourable for 
many virtues: the warmneſs and ſincerity 
of their temper, and the ſoftneſs and deli- 
| cacy 
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cacy of their ſentiments, diſpoſe young 
people for the moſt generous diſintereſted 
friendſhip; they have more benevolence, 
leſs ſuſpicion, a readier ſympathy, greater 
_ generolity, and a much higher ſenſe of in- 
tegriry, than generally falls to the ſhare of 
old age. The world does not get ſuch faſt 
hold of a young perſon as it does of an old; 
and a covetous young mai is very ſeldom 
ſeen. Add to all, a. ſteadineſs in promiſes 
andengagements: for youth has not learn- 
ed to argue away virtue and vice by ſub- 
tile diſtinctions and plauſible appearances; 
it follows the plain dictates of a conſcienee 

as yet tender and unperverted. | 
This ĩs the fair fide of your character; and 
what pity, my young friends, it ſhould 
not be preſerved? It is Religion alone 
that can perfect and eſtabliſh theſe fine 
diſpoſitions: If you follow any other guide, 
the cares of the world and the love of 
riches will gain admiſſion, and ſpoil the na- 
tural goodneſs of your hearts: If you live 
not in the fear of God, you will be in love 
with worldly wiſdom and the profits of 
3 falſe 
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falſe dealing; and vou will think your - 
ſelyves more happy in the over- ſtretched 
refinements of a corrupt old age, than in 
the open plain dealing of unperverted 
youth. Early, therefore, betake yourſelves 
to religion: honeſty will grow upon you; 
candor and the love of truth will direct 
your ſteps; and you will poſſeſs the moſt 
amiable nes that benevolent n 


are capable of. 01 
4615, It is eee 


to diſcharge aright all che duties of life. 
The amuſements of childhood and the em- 
ployment of youth, all look toward the 
more ſerious buſineſs of manhood; that is 
therefore the beſt education for youth 
which is likely to give the greateſt dignity 
to our more advanced years. A young 
man brought up to that ſobriety, modeſty, 
and integrity, to which Chriſtianity forms 
us, has the beſt proſpect of happineſt in 
whatever ſtate he is placed; the principles 
he has imbibed ſecure propriety of beha- 
viour in every character. He will be a 
* father, for he knows he muſt anſwer 
A a to 


— — 
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te the Father of ſpirits for the advice and 


example which he gives to his children; bis 
_ conſcience-obliges him to behave to all, in 
whatever relation he ſtands, with tender- 


He will be a humane maſter, for he looks 
on his ſervants as his brethren and fellow 
Chriſtians: he thegefore makes the yoke of 
dependence ſit as eaſy on them as poſſible; 
ſweetening their laborious fituation by all 
the good treatment and ſympathy which 
bene volence dictates to a fellow - creature. 
Happy is that family, whoſe Head is ſober, 
Vvirtubus, and religious. Peace, harmony, 
and love, are its ſupports; for they are 

united together by the fear nee 
tes of a good conſciencte. | 
But if your youth bas been Sant þ in riot 
and extravagance; if you have begun 
your days with ſenſuality, fraud, and ex- 
tortion; poor, very paor indeed, are the 
will prabably dwell within your walls; 
your own diſturbed mind will affect all 
around yon, and rancour and hatred em- 
| bitter 
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bitter your neareſt connections. A wicked 
man has not that well- regulated love for 
his child which a parent ought to have; 
nor will the child give that reſpect an affec- 
tionate parent deſerves: the ſon treads the 
ſteps of his father, and the daughter copies 
the folly of her mother, Would you, there 
fore, avoid thoſe evils, dedicate your youth 
to the ſer vice of Gop; and the fear of 
Gop' will regulate your conduct, aud 
_ crown it with happineſs in every connec- 

tion and ſituation. 
thy, A well ſpent youth can done 
make you ſupport with dignity the un- 
avoidable hardſhips of old age. Amid the 
gaieties of youth, when our hearts beat 
high with health, and our deſires are ſatis- 
fied, we may enjoy à delufive ſhadow of 
happineſs, though we live only to this 
world and forget Goy: But what a diſ- 
mal reverſe awaits the old age that follows 
à corrupt and intemperate youth? Health 
and vigout, which formerly threw a veil 
over your apprehenſions, and lulled your 
conſcience aſleep, are no more; and what 
| Aa 2 ſort 
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ſort of comfort can attend your grey hairs, 
when you have nothing to recollect but 
vice and folly ? But if you have employed 
your firſi and beſt years in the ſervice of 
God, you will feel joy in the midſt of 
every hardſhip; che recollection of a well- 
ſpent youth will ſmooth the bed of ſick- 
neſs, ſupport: you under the torments of 
diſeaſe, and keep up a lingering ſpirit in the 
enfeebled organs of your half benumbed 
ſenſes: It will comfort you on the loſs of 
children and other dear relations; for you 
know that Cop is your friend and alſo 
theirs, and f has great happineſs in reſerve 
for both. Nor will that ſatis faction be the 
leaſt, that, you have brought up your fa- 
mily in the love and fear of God, and 
that they have ſtudied your example, and 
looked on you as their guide to Heaven. 
Above all, my brethren, a well ſpent 
youth will give ſmiles to che grim king of 
terrors. Nothing can ſo well ſupport you 
in the hour of death, when languiſhing on 
your bed, and looking on every hour as 
006 laſt ; then will you moſt- certainly 
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form a true judgment of this world and 


irs-beſt ſatisfactions. Will then the mul- 
titude of your poſſeſſions relieve the diſ- 


turbance of your mind? I need not tell 


you they cannot; a good conſcience can 


alone give joy and tranquillity in that aw- 
ful and tremendous moment. Let death 


come when it will, a good man can, with 
inward peace and joyful hope, reſign his 
foul into the hands of him who gave it. 

I have now endeavoured to ſet before 
you the advantages of early piety. May 
Gop grant they have a proper effect, and 
make a laſting impreſſion on your minds; 
and induce you to act ſuch. a part as will 
afford you pleaſant reflections in old age, 


at death, and through the ages of eternity. 


AMEN! 
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„ 1 . 3 1 


0 whatever way of life we devote 

L ourſelves, we always propoſe to en- 

joy peace in old age, after the buſtle which 

wealth or ambition creates is entirely at an 

end: But it is religion alone which can 

ſupport a man at that uncomfortable pe- 
riod ; 
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riod ; for though the force of diſeaſe, ot 
the gradual decays of nature, may occa- 
ſion great pain and trouble of body, yet 
ſill you have a good conſcience to which 
you can retreat, and which will give you 
comfort though beſet with all the anxieties 
this world can give tiſe to. This is preciſely 
the thing we are directed to in the words 
of the text. I beg leave to remind you, 
that in treating of this ſubject I ee 
two branches of diſcourſGQJ. 
I. To ſhow the reaſons which ſhould in | 
duce us maine our n to nn 
And, 
II. To confider hes great decent we run 
by delaying a 18 n old 80 
comes on. 5 — | 1 1 


Hammo np Gaiſhed the wy I 8 
ceed now to the ſecond part: And the dan- 
ger of delay will appear, by attending to 
the following particular s. 

,, By the time we arrive ed ee. 
| dene habirs are become ſo ſtrong that it 
0 the moſt difficult thing in nature to get 
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man may reform at the laſt, and it would 
be exceſſively hard to deprive a crazy old 
ſinner of the only weak hope he can en- 

tertain; and though neither the principles 
of Scripture or reaſon give great encourage 
ment to expect converſion at ſo late an 
hour, yet it is proper to exhort even ſuch 
to repentance, as, by their folly, a death- 
bed repentance is the only hopes of hap- 
pineſs they can haye ; But at the ſame 
time they muſt be informed, that the ha- 
bits which have been ſo long contracted, 
and have for ſo long a time been gather- 
ing. ſtrength, make their caſe a/mg# deſpe- 
rate. With regard to fuch habits the Pro- 
phet thus expreſſes himſelf: Can the 
Ethiopian change his ſkin, or the leo- 
„ pard his ſpots? then may you alſo do 
good that are accuſtomed to evil.” 
Are you in earneſt. when you expect to 
get eaſily the better of a vice you have 
been familiar with for fifty or ſixty years? 
Von may propoſe it; fear may induce you 
do wiſh and even hope for it; but mm 
1 . ſac 
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ſuch a courſe, you will probably find it 


out of your power. Have you not every 


day occaſion to obſerve the great ſtrength 
of bad habits: Do you not ſee profane 
perſons daily, nay hourly, taking the ſa- 
cred name of Gop in vain ? over whom 
habit has ggined ſuch an aſcendant, that 
though they ſometimes endeavour to avoid 
it, yet they can ſcarcely open their mouths 
but horrid oaths and imprecations burſt 
out, in a manner, in ſpite of them. The 
ſame happens to thoſe who have made a 
trade of over- reaching their neighbours: 
Grown grey in all the mean arts of deceit, 
even in fight of the grave, they go on to 
practiſe fraud, and with lying lips take 
ad vantage of every one they deal with; 
a corrupt youth makes a corrupt old age. 
Let me beg of you ever to remember, as a 
moſt undoubted truth, that vice cannot 
continue without increaſing, till the whole 
powers of your mind are in WIG 2 

jection to it. 
But, my * wx — it iu 
worſe is, that after Joog-indulgence.in 
fil $: wicked- 


jr will be more difficult; and as every ſue- 
ceeding day will double the difficulty of 
the former, how great muſt it ren 
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- wickedneſs, we can ſcarce hope for the aid 
ol our conſcience in order to reclaim us. 
Ie is che young beginner only who feels 


great checks from that inward monitor; 


conſcience of an old practitioner becomes 
ſeared as with a hot iron; ſo that he com- 


mits wickedneſs upon wickedneſs, and adds 


crime to crime, entirely void of feeling the 
evil he does himſelf. Beſides, the longer 
you continue in your bad courſes, the 


more folly you have to part with. Refor- 
mation may be eaſy to- day, but to- morrow]/ 


end of forty or fifty years? | 
It 3s true, men find plauſible beten in 


8 things: A refor- 


mation, ſay they, cannot at preſent be ex- 
pected, as we are young and our paſſions 


ſtrong; but old age is cool, and better fitted 
for religious improvement. But here you 


are under an egregious miſtake: The old 


weten follows a — youth, may 
indeed 
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indeed be cool, but it is anly a cool deli» 
berate choiee of wickedneſs. An impure 
old man is tormented with bad defires, 
which make the infirmities of nature a 
much heavier burden to him. And are 
there not ſome paſſions which gain ſtrength 
in old age? How ſeldom do you hear of 
one who hat been coverous, oppreſſive, re- 
vengeful; or deccitful, who has reformed 
at the age of ſeventy or eighty ? Since ex- 
perience informs us how ſeldom this hap- 
pens, what folly to venture the happineſs 
of gur ſouls upon ſuch a throw, when 
there are a thouſand chances nn us for 

one that is for us! 10 
ad, The natural infirmities of old age 
render i it extremely hazardous to delay our 
_ reformation, Repentance is a difficult 

work, and requires the vigour of our beſt 
days: but health and ſtrength, in the ordi- 
nary courſe of nature, are denied to old 
age; and a ſtate of weakneſs is the worſt 
calculated for that watchfulneſs; attention; 
and ſtretch of thought which repentance 
requires, At chat period, we are not only 
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expoſed to the natural weakneſs of our bo- 
dies, but have alſo frequently to run 
through ſuch a courſe of fickneſs as leaves 
no room for calm thoughts. Has not this 
been the caſe of many, and may it not be 
ours alſo? Who can tell what heavy di- 
ſtreſs may lie on us before we die? 
And is the time in which we are torment- 
ed with the gout or the ſtone a proper ſea- 
ſon for examining into the ſtate of our 
hearts? Alas! my friends, violent pain and 
oppreſſive ſickneſs are burdens enough of 
themſelves, though not aggravated with a 
diſturbed and uneaſy mind. Or if it ſhould 
happen, as perhaps it may, that you enjoy 
a vigorous old age, yet the ſame apology 
that ſerved in your youth, you will put up 
with at that time: the ſtrength of your 
conſtitution will encourage you to remove 
the evil day as far from you as you can; 
and becauſe you do not feel the infirmiries 
of age, you will think it too 1 to Ow 
with your vices. © 
But after all, my W the wicked 


hare not the beſt title to expect a vigorous 
old 
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old age: how often do the ſins of their 
youth prey upon their conſtitution, and 
make them old before their time? or if we 
ſhould have a ſound body at the laſt, with 
what aſſurance can we hope for a ſound 
mind? For in the ordinary courſe of things, 
our. memory -fades, our judgment fails, 
and all the powes of our mind are in a 
ſtate of viſible decay. Is this, then, the pro- 
per ſeaſon for the reformation of our 
hearts? we have much need of memory 
to make out the long liſt of our offences 
we ſhould have great diſcernment to di- 
ſtinguiſh betwixt real religion and what 
has only the appearance of it; in other 
words, youth, and not old age, is the pro- 
per time for the reformation of our lives. 
zaly, It is extremely hazardous to truſt 
to old age, for it may never be your lot. In 
our moſt vigorous ſtate of youth, how pre- 
carious is our exiſtence? There may, in- 
deed, be ſome ſhadow of apology for a 
young man, for at the worſt he has a fair 
proſpect for a long life; but it is not in 
nature that old age can eſcape. After ſixty 


or 
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or ſeventy years, how ſhort a time at beſt 
can you expect! for, after that period both 

few and evil will probably be the days of 
your pilgrimage; and as religion is a mat- 
ter of great difficulty, we may ſadly expe- 
rience, that a few years of ſickneſs and in- 
firmity are too little for performing one 
half of its duties. It is not a general ſor- 
row for ſin that conſtitutes repentance; 

there are many ſins to be recollected ſingly, 

and reſiſted one by one: your integrity 
muſt be proved by its continuance; nor is 
it a weck, a month, or a year, that can give 
evidence of a ſimcere reformation. Bad ha- 
bits muſt be deſtroyed as gradually as they 

were acquired, or rather they will take a 
longer time from your great bias to vice. 
Have you injured any perſon, you muſt 
make full reparation; have you cheated or 
over · reached, reſtitution muſt be made of 
your ill got gains; have you dealt in defa - 
mation, you muſt do juſtice to the charac- 
ters you have cruelly blemiſhed; and if you 
are a hard- hearted man, it will be a long, 
4 wry long time, before you attain that 
$4 tender 
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requires. All this, and a great deal more | 
that is commanded, demands time and 
great care: you have need of all the aſſiſt- 
ance your reaſon can give you; you muſt 
have recourſe to the experience of others; 
you muſt have an accurate knowledge of 
all that the goſpel diſcovers, and ſtrength 
of mind to watch againſt temptations. 
And can you think the ſhort uncertain 
days of feeble old age ſufficient for all theſe 
things? and how fad a proſpect does even 
the longeſt life afford? If you have entered 
_ ſearch for the companions of your youth; 
not one of an hundred will you find; nor 
have reached fixty or ſeventy years. Alas! 
which not one of an hundred attains to! 
nay, what ſecurity have you for one year, 
one month, or even one day longer? Truſt 
not then in the; time to come, but make 
haſte, . che commaned- 
6 — "4220 


Though 


Fon that your ſhould be an/old man, yer 


vVoeaia light thoughts, and entertain your- 
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c Flough an angel from heaven informed 


how fooliſh would it be to truſt to an un- 
certain repentance at that time. When an 
ordinary old age: came upon you, how apt 
would you be to buoy up yourſelves with 


ſelves with accounts of perſons who have 
lived to five ſcore, or perhaps even gone 
beyond that period? and your fond fooliſh 
heart would expect that this was to be your 
caſe; Imagination takes the lead of your 
underſtanding; the moſt airy unſubſtan- 
tial ſchemes inſinuate themſelves into your 
_ approbation; and every thing ſerves to hide 
from you. your happineſs and true intereſt. 
Once admit of apologies and ſuppoſitions, 
and you will admit them without end; in 
youth you put off to manhood, then you 
wait for old age, and at that ſeaſon place 
your hopes on the hour of death. But 
this laſt of all errors is moſt fatal; for 
agreeable to your former principles, even 
then ſomething or other may make you 
ſlacken your diligence; your diſeaſe may 

| be 
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| 3 to engroſs your whole at- 
tention, and allow you to think of nothing 
with calmneſs; the concern of your friends, 
the grief at parting with them or your 
worldly affairs, may entirely take up your 
attention; and may not the diſeaſe ſeize - 
your head, and you die raving and diſtrac 
ted! With all theſe hazards againſt you, 
what madneſs to delay the reformation of 
your ſonls? Do not delay to old age; but 
dedicate co Gop the prime of your years, 
and he will not-deſert you when the evil 
day comes upon you. | 
Indalge me with your patience but 4 
few minutes longer and 1 ſhall have done. 
. - » aff, then, Let me addreſs myſelf to all re- 
ligious young people. As the love of God 
is early ſhed abroad in your hearts, I con» 
gratulate you on the great joys an unble»> 
miſhed conſcience affords you. With what = 
affection does the amiable St John addreſs 
| Suk Fong 1 Ep. 2. 14. I have written 
* unto you, young men, becauſe ye are 
N Aen. and the word of God abideth in 
you, and ye have overcome the wicked 
Mi 9 8 
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one.” Te have, my young friends, enter- 
cd early into the ſervice of the beſt of Ma- 
ſters: Le have already done well; but re- 
member that an additional improvement 
is required of you: Lou deſerve praife 
for the good ye have done; it becomes 
you ſtill to grow in grace and the know- 
ledge of our Lox D JESUS CHRIST. With 
great anxiety you have combated the fierce 
paſſions of youth; do not ſully your laſt 
days with what you cduld not endure 
when young: the moſt difficult part of re- 
ligion is accompliſhed; and how ſhameful 
would it be for you, who have kept your 
hearts in the midſt of the moſt violent 
temptations, to yield them up without re- 
fiſtance when victory had juſt declared for 
you? As ye have begun your Chriſtian 
courſe with dignity, finiſh it in the, fame 
manner. Be conſtant, immoveable, al- 
* ways abounding in the work of the 
Lord, foraſmuch as you know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 
24h, It is with much concern I addreſs 
N to _—_— who have neglected to 
; " worſhi p 
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worſhip Gop in their youth. What a 
-glorious opportunity have you overlooked! 
How ill have you requited the Lord for 
his grace and mercy to you! You have 
devoted yourſelves to the world, and obey- 
ed your vicious appetites and paſſions ; 
ſaying, © Who is the Lord that he ſhould 
have dominion over us?” Alas! the fins 
of your youth have heaped up ſorrow for 
your age. Your caſe. is bad indeed; ſhall I 
add deſperate? No; bleſſed be the FATHER 
of Mercies: For all the ungrateful part you 

have acted, Gob is ſtill waiting to be gra- 
cious; he yet intreats you to make your 
peace with him. You may this moment 
be ſtanding on the brink of the grave, and 
the next may plunge you into eternity. 
Is it not then proper to remember the 
things that belong to your everlaſting 
peace, before they be for ever hid from 
your eyes? In a moſt particular _— 
earneſtly beſeech you, do not truſt to the 
deluſive hopes of a death-bed repentance, 
but endeavour in proper time to be recon- 
Bb 2 Sica 
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ciled to Go, that he ny FOR you in 
A the time of need. | 

3 zdly, Beforel W addref myſelf 
in particular to Chriſtian parents. You 
have heard, over and over again, of the 
mighty advantages of early piety. It is 
incumbent on- you to exert your ſtrength 


in this good cauſe: © Train up a child in 


* the way he ſhould go, and when he is 
old he will not depart from it.” The 
greateſt good you can do your children, is 
to train them up in the fear of Gop, Di- 
rect their ſoft and tender minds to the 
love of juſtice, integrity, and humanity. 
At that age their pliable hearts eaſily ad- 
mit and retain any impreſſion; and if, on 
your part, you are faithful in the manage- 
ment of their education, their after- lives 
will abundantly recompence you. Endea- 
vour early to inſtill good principles, and 
do not bewilder their weak judgments by 
' propoſing things beyond their capacities; 
but let your inſtructions be conveyed in 
ſuch an eaſy and familiar manner, that 
they can 3 comprehend their force 
and 
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and meaning. Be at the utmoſt pains to 


inſpire them with a love of truth and ho- 
neſty, and a thorough deteſtation of all 
trick and meanneſs, falſehood and deceit: 
Endeavour to make them bold in the truth, 
that the words of their mouth be ever the 
thoughts of their heart; and cultivate in 
them ſuch an inoffenſive behaviour, as the 
moſt generous ſpirit of Chriſtianity re- 
quires: Then ſhall you have every cauſe 
to hope that they will be happy in them- 
| ſelves, an honour to you, and to all who 
have any intereſt in them, 

But that you may ſucceed, it is neceſſary 
that you practiſe whatever you require of 
them. Withoutexamination children believe 
every thing is right which they ſee done by 
their parents. . If you are a ſincere, devout, 
plain-dealing man, from-the time your chil- 
drencan obſerve any thing, they willeſteem 
virtue; they will have their firſt prejudice 
in favour of truth, if I may be allowed the 
expreſſion; and they will ſee that ſuch a 
conduct is proper, before they can aſſign 
a reaſon why it is ſo: But if you yourſelf 

Bb 3 e 
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are a ſwearer, a cheat, and a liar, they will 
think theſe: vices ſanctified by their me 


rents example. To conclude, 


___ If virtne and religion are the ſteady ob- 
jects of your attention, you may expect 
every ſatisfaction in your children; and, 
when you leave the world, they will con- 
tinue the influence of your example When 
you are laid in the grave, your virtues will 
remain at ſecond hand in them; and even 
after death, you will thus do good to the 
world: You will live in honour, you will 
die reſpected; and, after death, you will 
reap all the advantages which a gracious 
Gop has promiſed to ſuch as walk in his 
ways. 

May Gop grant us all theſe ſatisfaQtions, 
for the merits and through the interceſ- . 
ſion of our bleſſed RED EEMER. To ben 
&c. n 8 p52 
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Jo xvii. 13, 14. 


The grave is mine houſe, I have made my bed 
in darkneſs. I have ſaid to corruption, Thou 
art my father ; to the worm, Thou art my 
mother and my ſiſter. 


HE holy perſon, whoſe words I have 
| no read to you, ſuffered under a 

great variety of heavy and piercing cala- 

mities; all which he ſuſtained with moſt 
aſtoniſhing greatneſs of mind, and from 
which he learned all thoſe leflons of ſound 
wiſdom and pious reſignation which ren- 
| Bb4 der 
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der him, next to our bleſſed Saviour, the 
. moſt perfect pattern for the. imitation of 

 thoſe'whom Gop, in his wiſdom, may ſee 
fit ro viſit with his afflicting hand. Among 


- |; other things he learned ſeriouſly to reflect 


upon his latter end: The grave is mine 
* houſe,” ſays he; I have made my bed 
“ in darkneſs. I have ſaid to corruption, 
Thou art my father; to the worm, Thou 
art my mother and my ſiſter.“ This is 
the language of a perſon who had made 
death familiar to his thoughts, who had 
been at pains to free his mind from its 
terrors, and to conſider it as a paſſage which 
leads from a land of ſorrows and a valley 
of tears to a world filled with joys un- 
-e and full of glory: Though 
after my ſkin,” ſays he, © worms deſtroy 
this body, NO. K er e ß 
« God. v , x 
Have we not, wy ation, Ye trotgeſt | 
reaſons to follow the example of pious Job, 
and accuſtom ourſelves to the thoughts of 
death? It is true we have not his dreadful 
75 aan to ſugget theſe rafleQions; but 


have 
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have we not all ſufſicient warnings of our 
mortality? Scarce a day paſſes in which 
we do not ſee ſome or other fall a prey to 
this fell, this uni verſal deſtroyer; the old, 
the young, the rich, the poor, the mighty 
and the mean, all going, without diſtine- 
tion, the way they ſhall never return. In- 
deed, ſo common is the fight, that we are 
not much affected with ordinary inſtances: 
But were we to attend the fad obſequies of 
one cut off ſuddenly in the bloom of youth, 
full of health, full of ſpirits, the pride of 
his friends, the glory of his relations, and 
| the ſupport of his aged parents; to ſee 
ſuch a one carried to the grave amid the 
- heartfelt grief and mournful tears of his 
friends; followed, perhaps, by. a father, 
ſtruck dumb by the weight of his ſorrows, 
and ſeeming almoſt as much in need of 
ſupport as the lifeleſs corpſe of his beloved 
child: ſuch a ſcene could not fail to make 
a deep impreſſion on our hearts, and the 
tendereſt ſympathy would run through all 
our frame. But though our hearts are 
ſoftened by ſuch events, are they alſo edified 

| I by 
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by them? Do they make us leſs fond of 
life, and more attentive to the congerns of 
a future ſtate? Alas! ſcarce is the mournful 


ſolemnity over, when the ſentiments it in- 


ſpires begin to wear off. We perhaps 
make a few grave obſervations on the un- 
certainty of all earthly happineſs ; but 
ſcarcely is our neighbour laid in the duſt, 
when we return home and reſume our 
former deſigns and affections with the 
ſame anxious care, and purſue the enjoy- 
ments of this life with as much keerneſs - 
as if we had not ſo lately ſeen a moſt ſtri- 
king proof of their vanity and emptineſs. 
This deplorable error may ariſe, both 
from the uncertainty. of the time of our 
death, and alſo from the certainty of the 
event: the former deludes us with falſe 
hopes; the latter fills us with ſuch terror, 
that we do every thing we can to turn our 
thoughts from ſo diſmal an object. I ſhall 
therefore endeavour to ſhow vou, 

I. That as the hour of death 1: is uncer- 


5 tain, it is the 0 8 not to 
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think of it, and _— allow it to n 
you. And, 


II. That as death is certain, you ought, 
ſo far from being afraid to think of it, 
never to loſe fight of it in your mind. 


Tu very firſt movement man makes 
when he comes into the world, is the firſt 
ſtep towards the grave. This was not his 


caſe originally. The Almighty CREATOR 


at firſt animated our clay with the breath 
of immortality, and implanted in us a 
principle of life which all the revolutions 
of time could not extinguiſh. Such was the 
harmony of our frame, chat it would have 

ſtood the duration of eternal ages: But 
this harmony and order ſin deſtroyed; 


for, as St Paul tells the Romans, by fin 


* death entered into the world.” No 
all of us carry death in our boſoms; the 


low poi ſon which we bring with us into 


the world preys continually upon our 
frame, and ſooner or later always proves 
its deſtruction Every moment ſhortens 
our life; our health is approaching to de- 
| cay, 


396 | | On Death. Ser. 21. 


cay, our 3 baſteging to diſſolu- 
tion, every ching around us contributes 
to our fate, and our whole life is but a 
continued dying. In ſuch a ſituation, is 
there any object which ſhauld be ſo fami- 
liar to us as death? | | 
It is true, the ons our days i is not 

equal; ſome arrive at a ripe and happy old 
age, and die amidſt a numerous and thri- 
ving offspring; others are cut off in the 
midſt of their courſe, and may ſay with 
Zedekiah, We are deprived of the re- 
e fidue of our years; and ſome, if I may 
be allowed the expreſſion, juſt ſhow them- 
ſelves on earth and diſappear: the moment 
which ſhall end each man's life is a ſecret 
in the book of eternity. We are therefore 
all in the dark as to the period of our exiſt- 
ence; and this uncertainty, which ought 
to make us confider our latter end, ſerves 
too often/to lull our vigilance aſleep, and 
we never think of death becauſe we know 
not the ſtage of life at which it will over- 
take us: bur of all diſpoſitions this ſurely 
is the moſt fooliſh and imprudent. Is a 
cala- 
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' calamity which may befal you every day 
leſs to be feared than one which threatens 
you at a certain diſtant period? Becauſe 
your ſoul may be required of you every 
moment, will you poſſeſs it with as much 
indifference as if it were never to be de- 
manded? Is care leſs neceſſary becauſe dan 
ger is always preſent? And is uncertainty 
the cauſe of ſecurity and negligence in 
any other affair but that of your ſalvation? 
Does the conduct of the ſervant 'in the 
goſpel, who, becauſe his maſter delayed his 
coming, and he knew not the hour of his 
arrival, ſpoiled his goods, as if he were not 
accountable for them, appear to you either 
right or prudent? And is not this the very 
argument by which our Saviour per- 
fuades us to be perpetually on the watch? 
What motive, then, is there in religion 
which ſhould more effectually rouſe our 
vigilance than the reer. of our 
lives? BM 
But if this uncertainty regarded only 
the time, the place, or manner of your 
death, there would be. nothing ſo very 
dread- 


. 
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dreadful in it; for what does it really ſig- 
niſie to a Chriſtian whether he die in the 
midſt of his relations or in a foreign coun- 
try, on a bed of ſickneſs or in the boſom 
of the ocean, provided he die in peace with 
his MakER and his Jupog? But the ter- 


lible circumſtance is, the uncertainty whe- 
cher you ſhall die in che Loxp or in your 


fins ; that you are ignorant what you ſhall 


be in the other world, where your condi- 


tion is to be unalterable; into what hands 
your ſoul is to fall, when trembling, ſoli- 
tary, and a ſtranger to every thing around 
it, immediately after its ſeparation from 
the body; whether it ſhall be encompaſſed 
with light, and tranſported to regions of 
eternal bliſs, or involved in darkneſs; and 
precipitated to the dreary habitations of 
miſery.” Death alone is to diſcover the 
ſecret; and, in this awful uncertainty, can 
you be calm and unconcerned? Even tho 
all was to end in death, yet would it be 
fooliſh for the ungodly to ſay, © Let us 
eat and drink, for to-morrow we die.” 
The more pleaſure he enjoyed in life, the 
"a „ more 


more afraid and loth he ſhould be to die, 
though to him it were truly the extinction 
of his being. But for us, to whom Reve- 
lation preſents eternal rewards and puniſh- 
ments after death, what folly, or rather 
what madneſs, to live as if we thought like 
theſe unbelievers? 

In every other caſe of dangerous uncer- 
tainty, the number of thoſe who run the 
ſame riſk flatters us with ſome faint hopes 
of ſecurity, we think of ſome probable re- 
ſources, to make us eaſy; or, at the worſt, 
a ſurpriſe only teaches us, at our own ex- 
pence, to be more on our guard for the 
future. But in this uncertainty the num- 
ber who run the ſame hazard can never 
leſſen ours; the reſources we vainly flatter 
ourſelves with on a deathbed, are little to 
be depended on, and a ſurpriſe in this caſe 
is without remedy : We can die but once, 
and we cannot avail ourſelves of our paſt 
imprudence for preventing future errors. 
Death, indeed, diſcovers our miſtake; but 
as our condition is then unalterable, this 

diſcovery only aggravates our miſery. ... 
| 1 +. WL 
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7975 : this negligence, this ſecurity, you indulge 


in regard to your latter end? ls it from 
youth that you promiſe yourſelves a long 
ſucceſſion of years? Alas! who fo frequent- 
tf fall a prey to the grim tyrant as the 
"blooming and the vigorous? This is the 
ful ſpring of- life, every paſſion which moſt 


endangers it is at the higheſt; anger, 


ger. Hence it is, that in the pleaſant and 


pride, ambition, every unruly appetite, 
every irregular deſire: then alſo are we 
moſt heedleſs, raſh, and regardleſs of dan- 


bappy e er EP 2 — 
courſe. 
But, 8 — ſs 98 
and vigour of your robuſt conſtitution. 
How poor a ſecurity! What is the moſt 
ſound and perfect health? a ſpark which 
the ſmalleſt breath may extinguiſh. One 
day's diſeaſe is ſufficient to blaſt and wi- 
ther the ſtrength of the moſt vigorous man 
on earth. But though you were ſure of 
_ attaining the greateſt age ever reached by 
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man, =_ death muſt at laſt overtdles and 

perhaps dreadfully ſurpriſe, you; and tho- 
you had begun your exiſtence with the 
birth of the world, you would not, on re- 
flection, imagine the paſt to be mueh lon- 


deed ſeem long; but, once arrived, they 
vaniſh; they eſcape us in an inſtant: ſearce- 
ly can we look around us, when, as it 
were by a kind of magic, we find our- 
ſelves at the end of that period we thought 
ſo long that it would almoſt never be 
gone. The faſhion of this world paſſes 
away; every thing changes, every thing 
decays; every thing dies; God alone re- 
mains for ever. The current of time, in 
_ which mankind is carried down, rolls be- 
fore his eyes, and he ſees, with indigna- 
tiog, poor weak mortals infulting him as 
they paſs; confining their happineſs to a 
ſhort- lived moment, and for the gratifica- 
tions of time forfeiting the joys of eter- 
nity. © Where are the wiſe?” ſays the 
Apoſtle. And would a man, though able to 
govern the univerſe, merit that appella- 
| CD. ::- > on, 


ger or more real: the years before us in- 
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tion, if he forgot what he wa, and what 


29220 wee; 


53 


ES I ſhould 1 wow ane to eder be 


motives which the certainty of death af- 


ford for exciting our care and attention: 
But having exhauſted the uſual time, I 
ſhall defer that to ſome future opportu- 


nity; and at preſent beg leave to offer a 
few obſervations before I conclude. And, 
., As every year, day, and moment, 


may be your laſt, be not immoderately at- 


tached to what may be gone in an inſtant, 


ſurpriſed in by death: Conſider all your 


and for the ſake of it loſe a happineſs that 
will endure for ever. Riches, power, and 


honour, can no more add to the number 
of your days than meanneſs and poverty; 
and too often they add to the regret with 
which men part with life and them toge- 
ther: Be, therefore, all your deſires and all 
your actions directed to that durable good 


vrhich you can never be deprived of. 


- 2aty, As the hour of death is uncertain, 
learn to die daily; never be engaged in an 
action which you would be afraid to be 


ſteps 


- "+ 
ſteps as the ſteps of à dying man, ho 
every moment expects his foul to be re- 
quired of him; and, as you cannot de- 
pend on one moment to come, employ the 
preſent in ſuch a way as you ſhall have 
no occaſion _ time OY to amend 
it. 


Laſih, As the hour of RY is un- 
certain, delay not your repentance; ſpeedi- 
ly turn to the Loxp and the ſervice of 
your God. Why delay to a diſtant pe- 
riod, when you cannot anſwer for one 
day? If you had ſwallowed a mortal poi- 
ſon, would you delay taking an antidote 
which alone could ſave your life? Your | 
ſituation is the ſame: you carry death in 
your boſoms as much as you carry fin ; 
and every minute muſt be precious to a 
man who cannot ſecure himſelf one. Death 
will not allow you far to eſcape, and the 
goodneſs of Gop now offers you a remedy: 
I exhort you to apply it while you have 
time. And need you to be exhorted to 
take this reſolution? You are faſt approach- 


ing your laſt hour; preſently to appear 
een 3 
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the Divine tribunal: It is in your 
power to make great advantage of What 
remains of your time. Do it therefore 
ſpeedily, and with all your might, as you 
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The grave is in houſe,” I have ing bed 
in darkneſs. I have ſaid to corruption, Thou 

art my father ; to the worm, T hes art my 

dee, ee pet Tos Fs 


HEN I laſt diſcourſed to you from 
| theſe words, I endeavoured to per- 
ſuade you to imitate holy Job, by accuſtom- 
ing yourſelves to think often and ſeriouſly 
on your latter end, that the idea of it 
might not only be familiar to you, but alſo 

WIL Ce 3 that 


W— > AI 9 


— — _ = 


406 | On Death. a Ser. a 4 | 


that weir a para the - 


tions which that awful ſubje& would ſug- 
geſt, yon might not only view death at a 


diſtance without terror, but meet it undiſ- 
mayed when the time of your diſſolution 


arrived. I obſerved, that the two great 


cauſes of mens negligence and unwilling- 
neſs to indulge ſuch meditations ariſe from 
the uncerrainty of the time of their death 
and the certainty of che event; the firſt de- 


luding them with falſe hopes, and the lat- 


ter filling with them ſuch terror, that they 


uſe every poſſible e eee 
their thoughts. 
Having endeavoured to — out the 


A N 3 


folly of ſhunning the thoughts of death, 


becauſe the time of it is unknown, I pro- 
ceed now to ſhow you how much more in- 


excuſably you behave, if you are ſo much 


terrified at the certainty of death as to 
baniſh all thoughts of it from your minds, 


leſt they ſhould diſturb the aſs: and tran- 


, quillity of your life, -. 

It is with great 2 ha man 18 

NO to think of his own meanneſs and 
frailty 


fr ailty; and whatever turns his thoughts 
upon his origin, turns them alſo upon his 
end; this ſhocks his pride, ſtrikes againſt 
his attachment to. temporal pleaſures, and 
fills him with dark and gloomy reflections. 
To die; to diſappear from all around: us; 
to fall into the depths of eternity; to be- 
come a dead carcaſe, the feaſt of worms, 
the abhorrence of men, and the inhabitant 
of the dark and ſilent grave; are thoughts 
which ſhock all the ſenſes, diſturb reaſon, 
cloud the imagination, and embitter every | 
enjoyment of life. We, therefore, ſhun 
every thing that can excite ſuch thoughts, 
and are as much averſe to indulge them as 
if the idea of it would haſten the unn 2 

pour dreac. 
Now, exceſſive * and eee of this 
kind might be in ſome meaſure excuſeable 
in Pagans, who conſidered death as the 
greateſt: of all evils, becauſe they looked 
for nothing beyond the grave; and as they 
lived without hope, ſo they died without 
conſolation: but it is moſt ſurpriſing that 
death ſhould be ſo terrible to Chriſtians, 
Cc 4 to 
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to whom our bieſſed Lonp hath by his 


glorious reſurrection brought life and im- 


mortality to light: And is it not more aſto-— 
niſhing, that the dread of that object 


ſhould be made an excuſe for baniſhing 


all thoughts of it from the mind? I admit 
that you have reaſon to be afraid of death; 
but becauſe it is terrible, ought you never 


to think of, or be prepared for it? The 
more ſtriking and awful your danger is, 


would you be more unguarded and ſe- 
cure? Should the exceſſive horrors of a 
miſguided fancy prevent that prudent fear 
which works ſalvation? And becauſe you 


are much afraid, ſhould you be void of al! 


ſerious thought? What man is there 
whom a ſtrong impreſſion of danger in 
any other caſe renders calm and uncon- 
cerned? No man who was to walk in a 


rugged path, with fearful precipices on 


every ſide, would chooſe to have his eyes 


blind-folded, that he might neither ſee his 


danger, nor how with ſafety to direct his 


ſteps. Much ſimilar to this is your caſe; 
but you DT more „ Lou ſee 
| the 


the grave open at your feet; but the hides 
ous object ſo much alarms you, that in- 
ſtead of having recourſe to thoſe precau 
tions which religion ſuggeſts to prevent 
your falling unexpectedly and unprepared 
into that gulph, you ſhut your eyes that 
you may not ſee it, and purſue a thouſand 
frivolous occupations and amuſements to 
ere e apy ereden ff. 7 
mind. . i 155 

There would indeed be ſome nth for 
theſe effects of your fears, could the keep: 
ing the thoughts of death at a diſtance 
keep death itſelf at a diſtance alſo. / But, 
alas! whether you are thinking on it or 
not, your end is conſtantly approaching; 
nay, every effort you make to baniſſi the 
idea of it, brings the reality ſtill nearer. 
Do you vainly imagine, that by avoiding all 
thoughts of it you diminiſh the danger? 
On the contrary, you greatly increaſe it; 
you make a ſurpriſe inevitable. Or do you 
think to leſſen the horror of this fight by 
turning your eyes from it? Alas! you leave 


+ -M it all that is moſt dreadful, Would you 


render 


. 75 on Death, Ser. 22. 


render death more familiar to your 
tcboughts, your weak and fearful mind 
vould inſenfibly become accuſtomed to it; 
you would gradually become capable of 
firing your eyes upon it, and viewing it 


with compoſure, at leaſt with reſignation; 


| 24 bn your death-bed you would not find it | 


aſtrange ſight. | The arrival of a danger 


which has been long foreſeen never aſto- 


niſhes or confounds: Death is formidable 


only when we firſt begin to think upon it; 
it ĩs not to be dreaded but when nn 
of and unprepared for. 
Beſides, though theſe thoughts ſhould di- 
ſturb you and occaſion ſome impreſſions of 
fear and ſorrow on your mind, where would 
be the great harm of this? Are you placed 
on earth only to live in indolent repoſe, 
and never to contemplate any objects but 
ſuch as are pleaſing and delightful? Your | 
own nature, and that of all mankind, make 
ſuch a ſuppoſition abſurd, and every day 
ceonvinces the moſt fortunate of the reverſe. 
But may not'one loſe his reaſon, you ſay, 
; oy 5 intenſely on ſo dreadful a ſub- 
. jet ? 


0 
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ject ? That is.to lay, you might come. to 
look on this world as a ſlate of baniſhment; 
upon its pleaſures, as vanity z, upon fin, as 
the greateſt evil; upon honour, power, and 
riches, as ſhadows; and upon your ſalya- 
indeed, what the greateſt men, what even 
our bleſſed Loxp calls the trueſt wiſdom. 
Bat if you will trace theſe immoderate 


fears of death to their ſource, you will find 


it in the embaraſſments of. a guilty con- 
ſcience. It is not death itſelf, the mere 
ceaſing to live here, you are ſo much afraid 
of; it is the righteous. judgment of Gop 
after it. We dread to preſent ourſelves be- 
fore him, whoſe image we have disfigured 
by ſin; and in that ſituation, to die is to be 
miſerable. Purify, therefore, your con- 
ſciences; extinguiſh your guilty paſſions ; 
give Gop poſſeſſion of your hearts; endea- 
vour, by a fincere obſervance of his holy 
laws, to be in a condition to hope for his 
mercy after death: then ſhall you behold 
your laſt moments with leſs terror and 


confulzods The. ſacrifice. you ſball;:haire 
- made 


9 
. . 
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made to Gob'of your paſſions, will make 


| your departure from this world not only 


free from terror bu 1 4 * | 


& eb NG Cav: - 


For what wierd fo dhe in 4 to 


| 2 true Chriſtian?” From what does it ſepa- 
rate him? from a world that is at laſt to 


de deſtroyedꝭ and which is no properly 


the land of the wicked; from riches which 


embarraſe him, and with which he is forbid- 


den togratify his ſenſes; from his friends, his 
relations, who ſhall very ſoon follow him; 
from his body, which has hitherto proved 
either a ſnare to his innocence, or an ob- 
ſtacle to his holy deſires; from his ma- 


ſters or ſervants; the former ſubjected him 


to mean compliances, and the latter blamed 
him for their ſins: In fhort, from a life 


which he conſidered as a baniſhmenr, and 


from _ _e _ * to ws: wa 


ee ure dit 5 


And 50 e 40 ft of al 
be i is deprived of? It gives him durable 
advantages of which he can never be de- 


N * r which he 
13 
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ſhall enjoy without any een en 
a deliverance from all his paſſions,” which 
have been to him a: ſource» of [perpetual 
diſturbance and vexation ; the ſociety of 
juſt men made perfect, inſtead of the com- 
pany of ſinners from hom it for ever ſe : 

parates him. And what is there in this 
world to make it the object of any good 
and religious man's attachment? To him 
it is a valley of tears, where there are dan 


gers without number, perpetual gifficulties, _ 


unavoidable relapſes; where he is: under 
continual reſtraint; where every thing 
tempts and every thing is forbidden him; 
where that which he would take pleaſure 
in, is that which he is obliged to ſhun. 

And what is there in all this ſo amiable, 
ſo attractive, and ſo apt to engage the heart 
of a Chriſtian?- To die, he cannot but rec- 
kon his moſt veal gain, his mes tri- 
ne | 54 f 
e Siendd Death 18 . als 
viola which ſupports the faith of the 
juſt: Do they groan; under afflition ? 
"_ nom their end is nigh; that the 


troubles 


| 
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troubles of this life, which . laſt but for à 


moment, ſtiall be! followed by an eternal 


 weight>of glory this inſpires them wich 


patience, cheerfulneſs, and conſtancy. Do 
they find a law in their members oppoſing. 


the! ſpirit, and ſtirring up inclinations 


highly offenfive to Gop?: they know that 


after the diſſolution of their earthly, they 
hall receive a ſpiritual body: and being 
like the zygels in heaven. Is their faith 
i me almoſt failing, and in danger of 
Fielding under tho ſeverer duties of reli 
gion? they receive freſh courage from the 
joyful reflection, that the day of the Loxo 
_ 18 at hand, that they are near their bleſſed 
almoſt got to the end of their race, that the 
good fight is near over, they are animated 
their exertion to the end. Thus did the 
apoſtle comfort the firſt Chriſtians, My 
e brethren (ſays he), the time is ſhort, the 
* day-is faſt approaching; the Lord is at 
A Rejoice, 
l | 23 _ -* therefore, 
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did theſe men find the greateſt conſolation. 
Though perſecured, oppreſſed, trampled 


under foot, and reckoned the offscourings 
the reproach" of the 


of che earth; though 
Jews, and the ſcorn of the Gentiles; they 
knew that death would ſoon dry up their 
tears; that then there would be an end of all 


ſorrow and all pain, and every ching would 


become new. This thought ſoothed all 
their calamities; and whoever had told 


theſe excellent diſciples of ' CurIsT that 
they were not to die, would have deprived 


them of their greateſt conſolation. 
Fou may be aſſured there is ſomething 
ſweet and defirable in che death of che 


righteous man. He ſees the world diſap- 
pearing without regret, as he always con- 


ſidered it as a ſhadow, on which he never 
ſet any value: he ſhuts his eyes with plea» 
ſure upon all the objects which ſurround 
him: he perceives without uncaſineſs, and 
even with delight, that mortal body which 


expoſed him to all temptations, and was 


pi fatal ſpring of all his troubles and in- 
_ 3 firmities, 


« therefore, and again L ſay rejoice. Here 
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firmities, putting on immortality: he re- 
Fgrets nothing upon earth where he leaves 
nothing, and from whence his heart takes 

its flight as well as his ſoul: he does not 
complain chat he is cut off in the middle of 
his courſe, and that he ends his days in the 


flower of his life; but he bleſſes and 


chanks the- goodneſs, of Gop for having 
ſhortened his trial with his years; for ha- 


Ving required but half the price he owed 


for eternity; for having ſo ſoon put an end 
to his pilgrimage, left a longer ſtay in a 
eurrupt world might have perverted, his 
heart. All che ſeverities of mortification 
and ſelf-denial, which were fo, oppoſite to 
ſome of his ſtrangeſt inclinations, afford 
him now. the ſweeteſt and moſt ſoothing 
reflections; he ſees that every thing va- 
niſhes but What he has done in obedience 
to the laws, and in imitation. of his SAvi- 
ounx's example. His riches, his relations, 
his friends, all forſake him; nothing now 
is of uſe but his firm faith in CHRIS and 
his obedience. It affords him the moſt 
tranſporting ſatisfaction, that he has not 
r Put 
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pat his truſt in princes, in aby of the chil- 


dren of men, but only in the Logp who 


endureth for ever, and in whoſe preſence 
he is now to find, and for ever enjoy, that 
happineſs which the creatures never afford. 
Overjoyed at having ſo near a proſpect of 
that futurity which was the chief object 
of his deſires; ſeeing, by the ſteady eye of 
faith, the heavens open to receive him, and 
the Son of man at the right hand of the 
Father holding out to him a crown of im- 
mortality; he ſleeps in the Lox, is con- 
veyed by bleſſed ſpirits to the habitation of 
che ſaints, and returns to Him from whom 
he carne. e 

May Gop grant 1 all of us may ſo 
live that we may thus finiſh our courſe 
with joy; for the ſake and through the me- 
tits of Ja8ys CHRIST. A. 
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Herein do 1 exerciſe CA ks as | 
* conſeience. void of offence towards God and 
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HESE words are part of che defence 
25 which St Paul made before Felix the 
Roman governor. The Jews had engaged 
Tertullus, a man of great eloquence and 
addreſs, to plead againſt him; and in order 
do bring about their wicked purpoſe. of 
having him put to death, they charge him 


£4 
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with ſedition againſt the eſtabliſhed go- 
vernment ; they accuſe him of profaning 
the temple, of propagating erroneous doc- 
trines, and of inſtilling dangerous prin- 
ciples into the minds of the people; and 
they offer to produce witneſſes i in reap? of 
all their aſſertions. 

The Apoſtle makes his defence with a 


boldneſs and intrepidity, whicha confidence 


in his own innocence could only inſpire ; 
he refutes every calumny and accuſation 
alleged againſt him, and ſhows their charge 
to be falſe in every article but one. He. 
begins with profeſſing his happineſs in ha- 
ving ſo experienced a judge, from whoſe 
knowledge and candor he expected a juſt 
and impartial deciſion; he then clears 
himſelf of the crimes laid to his charge, 
declares his abhorrence of ſedition, and 
that none could have a greater reverence 
for every thing ſucred than he had: but as 
to his being a follower of Cansr, ſo far 
is he from denying it, that he boldly af- 
firms it in the face of his enemies, and 
declares that this perſuaſion. of his was 
Dd2 built 


| that he was therefore at pains to render | 


8 8 writings of the Nophen He 
| profeſſes his belief of a life after this, and 


his conduct in the preſent ſtate blameleſs 
and inoffenfive ++ © Herein,” ſays he, do 
J exerciſe myſelf, to have always a con- 
« ſcience void of offence. , God and 
towards man.“ 
By uſing the phraſe * Wes myſelf? 2 


' he means, that it. requires ſtudy and appli- 


cation to attain a habit of virtue and ho- 
lineſs: that he did not look on it as a mat- 


der of indifference whether he ſucceeded in 
| that deſign or not; but he reckoned no | 


labour, no pains, too great to be beftowed 


for that valuable purpoſe. And by his 
ſaying that he always exerciſed himſelf,” 


we may learn, that it is our duty to let 


lip no opportunity of improving in good- 


neſs; that we ſhould. not at one time fa- 
vour the truth, and at another be as much 


prejudiced; againſt it: it is not enough 


that in ſome things, and at ſome times, 


we are holy; but we muſt be ſo in every 


point, and upon all occaſions. b 
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He divides our duty into what ins | 
 Gop and what concerns our neighbour; 
the one muſt be always a neceſſary con- 
ſequence of the other. If we love Gop, 
we will love our neighbour alſo; and if, as 
Chriſtians, we love our brethren, it cannot 
be that we ſhall be. deſicient in our regard 

to our MAKER. By ſeparating theſe two 
we muſt certainly fall into the moſt dan- 


gerous errors: for no pretenſions to piery, Þ 


however high, can give us peace of con- 
ſcience, if we fail in performing the du- 
ries of the ſecond table of the law; and 
the greateſt ſtriftneſs in regard to-morals 
will not produce complete tranquillity of 
mind, where a reverential eſteem and gra” 
titude towards Gop is wanting. 
For a further 11 — of be text, 1 


propoſe, orgs 1 | 
I. To give you * notion bart 


i Kience; and to ſhow. particularly what a 


conſcience void of offence towards Gon 

and towards man implies.. * 
II. As a miſinformed chaſes; 18 _ 

to lead us into very. great errors, both in 
"Nob; Dd 3 theory 


| theory and * J will endeavour to 


give you ſome directions about irt. 
; . I will ſhow you that it requires ſtudy. 


and pains to culti vate a good conſcience; 
jt muſt be a n eee bee and your 


cation: And, 055701 44 
IV. Iwill . the ere 


happineſs which a good conſcience neceſ- 


farily occaſions; and, as a contraſt, de- 


ſcribe the torment n as eee 
6 mmm n 
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eonſtience. There is, my brethren, in na- 
ture, a diſtinction between virtue and vice, 


good and evil; and; if not biaſſod by ſel- 


fiſh motives, we cannot avoid loving the 
one and hating che other. As a proof of 
this, do we not love the characters of ſome 


perſons, though removed from us at the 


utmoſt diſtance of the globe and the great 
eſt interval of time? If we ſpeak the lan · 
guage of the heart, we muſt even love and 


admire the good qualities of our enemies: 


We * a kind 3 read of 
| chöſe 
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thoſe brave ſpirits! with whom the world 
has ſometimes been bleſſed; when we view 
the friendſhip of Jonathan, che reſignation ' 
of Job, the warm and tender affection of 
St John, and th exalted zeal of St Paul. 
Nay, even more private actions, which paſs 
' withour buſtle or noiſe in the world, fail 
not to engage our attention and approba- 
tion: when we ſee one paſſing by injuries 
without revenge, tho an opportunity is not 
wanting; another doing good even to thoſe 
uſed him; one not proud or conceited, 
though he is poſſeſſed of great pre-eminence 
of fortune, character, or underſtanding ; 
another temperate and juſt, though fur- 
the reverſe; we cannot, though bad our- 
ſelves, with-hold our love and eſteem from 
ſoch characters. Why then is this? It is 
becauſe in morals there is as great a di- 
is in nature between ſweet and bitter; and 
this conſtitution of things no human laws, 
nor our moſt violent inclinations, can al- 
Dd4 rer : 
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ter: Virtue commands our eſteem in ſpite / 
of ourſelves. Human nature, though de- 
graded, is not depraved beyond recovery; 
nor is the ſoul totally inſenſible to the 
lovely impreſſions which it was at firſt 
formed alone to take delight in; and hence 
it is that the wicked themſelves ſecretly 
admire the virtues 0 — the-reſo- 
lution to ĩmitat e 1 
Now it is vpon ation on 5805 51 
conſcience depends; to this it is owing 
that we approve in ourſelves what is right, 
that we are happy in proportion to the 
meaſure of our virtue, chat we condemn 
our bad actions, and that we feel the ſting 
of remorſe in conſequence of them. Have 
any of you relieved virtue in diſtreſs? Have 
you ſupported oppreſſed innocence againſt 
powerful adverſaries? Have you abſtained 
from an action highly profitable, becauſe 
in its nature diſhonourable? and kept your 
word, however prejudicial to your intereſt? 
Is your heart free from covetouſneſs, and 
your hands unſtained by a bribe? Then 
* Pow be bappy in 3 your 
paſt 


ger. 3. . Ow'a Good Conſcience Ja ; ; 


paſt afions?! When wrapt in the thoughts 
of devotion, you glory in the friendſhip of 
the ALMIGHTY, and entirely confide in his 
favour and protection; I dare ſay you feel 
a ſatisfaction eeſtatic, beyond imagination, 

not only in the time, but hen afterwards 
you review the manner in which you were 
ſo properly employed. Nov it is conſcience 


which occaſions that pleaſure, and is the 


ſource and fountain from which it flows. 


When you regret your miſdeeds, that too 


18 conſcience: the baſeneſs of the action 
ceaſes not with the commiſſion of it; but, 
reflected to your view by that inward mo- | 
nitor, continues to "M _ veins WR 
and vexation. ; 

That there is ſachs a ding as ata 
cannot think ſo meanly of any one's diſ- 
cernment as to ſuppoſe he doubts; and to 
endeavour to prove its exiſtence, is as un- 
neceſſary as to try to convince you that 
honey is ſweet, or the ſun riſen at mid- 


day: both are equally the objects of ſenſe; 
permit me to uſe the expreſſion, the one of 


3 che other n ſenſe. 
" There 


a hot iron: but this is only a fire covered 
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There\needs no other witneſſes. but your 


* own hearts, and no other argument but 
your oon conviction; for you may be as 


ſoon convinced: that you do not exiſt your- 
ſelf, as that conſcience does not applaud 


5 7... entagbeils you 


eats te cues rake 


ſo many live as if there was no ſuch — | 
and equally diſregarc! the encouragements 


and the checks of conſcience ? It is indeed 
true, that ſome: people have the art of diſ- 


guiſing themſelves from themſelves, and 


putting a falſe gloſs upon every thing. It is 
poſſible they may for a ſeaſon withdraw 


their attention entirely from the nature of 
their actions, and, though guilty · of groſs 


and ſcandalous fins, feel no uneaſineſs on 


that account; their conſciences, as the 


Scripture expreſſes it, being ſeared as with 


for a time, to break out with redoubled 


vehemence; the longer it has been laid 
aſleep, with the greater fury will it rage 


nen But, however, that 
there 
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there is ſuch a power within us, every body 
feels, more or, leſs. at one e. 2 
Some have: more nice diſcernment, and 
a greater reliſn for the pleaſures of virtue 
than others; yet every perſon. in ſome de- 
gtee admires it: and though they have not 
felt the exalted pleaſure of doing good, yet 

all have Gurely fel fore wncalineſs from 
doing evil. 

What 1 hid fa vip! dpi to ſhow 
what l mean by. conſcience in general. I 
ſhall: now conſider it more particularly, 
according to che diſtinction the holy Apoſtle 
makes of it in che bert. egen an 

and man. 

As to the , it e concerns hy 
peace of our minds to have juſt notions 
and apprehenſions of the Supreme Bix, 
and a proper practice conſequent upon 
them. We muſt believe that he is the 
wiſeſt and beſt of Beings; and how great 
joy and ſatisfaction will it create in us, to 
conſider Go as our merciful FATHER, 


who in every thing conſults our greateſt 


ſere- © 


happineſs ? Such a perſuaſion will reflect 


ä — Ser- 2. 
©... Nerenity over 'our countenances, promote 


tranquillity of mind, and a compoſed con- 
ſiſtency of behaviour: to conſider the Ar- 
MIGHTY as Tejoicing over a world of hap- 
pineſs/arifing under his hand, will inſpire 


us with a firm truſt in his all-wiſe Provi- 
| dence; proſperity will yield us double 
Joy, And we will look on calamities as the 
mild correction of an affectionate father to 
che children whom he loves. This view 
of chings will render religion neither 


gloomy nor irkſome to us: a good man, 
poſſeſſed of ſuch juſt notions of the 8u- 


preme FA TRHER of all, will perform every 


duty of his ſtation with the utmoſt cheer- 
fulneſs'; he will enjoy perfect tranquillity 
of mind, and entire peace of eonſeience. 

On the other hand, there is not more 
exquiſite miſery than he feels who enter- 
tains falſe and unworthy notions of the 
Governor of the univerſe. The ſuperſtitious, 


who conſider him as cruel, malicious, im- 


placable, and revengeful; the unjuſt, who 
worſhip him, not for the good they expect 
IE bur to avert the evils which he 

_ threatens; 
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threatens; can never be at peace: they are 


| for ever tormented with doubts, and of- 


ten ſuffer the pangs of deſpair : perſuaded 
that they cannot pleaſe this rigorous taſk- 
maſter of their imagination, they indulge 
a a gloomy melancholy, are out of humour 
with exiſtence, and feel no pleaſure from 
any thing around them. The moſt dread- 
ful ſituation ariſes from a ſlaviſſi terror of 
the ALMIGHTY, which purſues many an 
unhappy. being wherever he goes. The 
man dreads not ſhipwreck who is at a di- 
Nance from the ſea, nor is he afraid of 

being ſlain who knows no enemy is near; 
but the man who has wrong conceptions | 
of God, finds every place filled with ter- 
ror : earth, ſea, air, light, and dark- 
neſs, abound with ſpectres which attend 
every ſtep he takes. Sleep gives eaſe to 
the captive, and lightens the chains of the 
priſoner: but to ſuch a man, ſleep itſelf is 

a torment; his ſlumbers raiſe ghaſtly appa- 
ritions to his deluded ſenſes, and his ima» 
gination teems with every fear. He ſees 
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tremenduous proceſi of the day of judge - 
ment paſſes in review befote him: He 
awakes, but finds no comfort by the re · 
turn of reaſon, and looks on the horrors 
of cha viſionary ſcene as the ſure forebo- 
ding of his future fate. He finds a judge 
ment in every occurrence; he leaves no- 
thing to men or the common courſe of 
Providence, but conſtrues every croſs ac- 
dident that defals him into an indication 
_ of Gop's wrath agairiſt him. The diſeaſes 
of che body, the ill ſucceſs of his ſchemes, 
the ruin of his fortune, the diſgrace or loſs 
of his children, all appear as: ſo many 
ſtrokes from Heaven; and in each he reads 
future vengeance denounced againſt him. 
For every other evil there is ſome remedy, 
but this diſeaſe no medicine can cure; it 
ſurpaſſes the powers of reaſon, all reſolu- 
tiom dies within him, and his — 
of neither comfort nor alleviation. 
Such are the dreadful 5 dete. of 
b in thoſe who, beſides a ſenſe of 
their ſins, entertain dark, gloomy, and 
n of Gop; and this I have in- 

2 ſiſted 
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ſiſted on the longer, becauſe, though few 
come to that height of miſery 1 have de- 
ſeribed, yer from my ſmall experience I 
have not met with many whoſe religion 
does not ſpring more from frar than from 
gratitude and love. A ſlaviſh dread of the 
flames of hell, and the torments of the 
damned, may indeed reſtram many from 
bad actions; but I would no more call 
this virtue, than I would ſay it was ho- 
neſty in a robber to abſtain from violence 
becauſe he is afraid of the rack or the gib- 
bet. ib. . | ; a i A 
It has, my brethren, been long a diſpute, 
whether'a perfect Atheiſt, or ſuch a perſon 


, as I have been ſpeaking of, does the great 


eft diſhonour to Gop t The queſtion is 
hardly worthy of a-ſolution. Atheiſm, 
as it ſaps the foundation of virtue, and 
tends to make mankind equally unſociable 
and ferocious with the beaſts of prey, is of 
all errors unqueſtionably the moſt perni- 
cious: but it is likewiſe the moſt abſurd, 
and has therefore never been generally 
. age: or" nation whereas 
23189! 1 


— 


5 
1 


N Z 
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lem affaid that unworthy. notions of che 


mins j nor can your conſeience ever be at 
peace till you come to nog and inſter 


though your error may fall ſhort of Athe- 
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Deity are not uncommon even in thoſe 
countries upon which the Sun of righteouſ- 
neſs: has ariſen; and that many perſons, 
wich the Bible in their hands, concei ve their 
CREATOR toche a cruel, revengeful, and 
implacable tyrant. If you contemplate the 
Fax HERR of mercies in this fearful. view, 


iſm, yet you certainly do a very great diſ- 


' - honour» to Him who“ hath given you 


* richly all things to enjoy, and who ſent 
his Sox into the world to die for your 


Way of thinking. V1 put 1.28 
But peace of bes ans ariſes 
from: our having: worthy notions. of Gop, 
but ſtill more from practiſing what is right 
in obedience to his moſt holy commands. 
It is ĩmpoſſible to ſuppoſe bappineſs equal 


By 8 enjoys who ſincerely 


loves Gop and keeps his commandments: 
it gives a tenfold reliſh to worldly proſpe- 
rity; it more than leſſens, it makes him 


7. | | ſcarce 
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ſcarce attend to the calamities of life. 1 
appeal to yourſelves for the truth of this; 
Does not a conſczouſneſs of having fin- 
cerely endeavoured to ſerve your Gon, 
Mas eto every fituation ?- 7 

 - 1 When the things of this world go eroſs; 
. you have been diſappointed of your 
moſt ſanguine hopes and expectationa, 
fallen perhaps from affluence to ſtraĩtened 
circumſtances; when calumny darts ber 
envenomed ſting, and malice blackens your 
ſpatleſs character; when appreſſion embir- 
ters your days, or your children are torn 
from you by untimely death: then che 
conſciouſneſs of a well fpent life comes to 
your aid, and ſupports you under the preſ- 
Fare of all theſe misfortunes; you are ſure, 
that if it were not beſt on the whole for 
your preſent or future ſtate, the Beſt of 
Beings would not have permitted it to 
happen. And though it is impoſſible for 
our finite underſtandings to comprehend 
the methods by which the purpoſes of in- 
finite wiſdom: are effected, yet to our un- 
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— comfort we are aſſured, that the 
E e | ſu- 
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| ſupreme Lorp'of. the univerſe and Fa 
THER of mercies, in whoſe fight the paſt 
and the future are in one point of view, 
ultimately defigns univerſal harmony in 
his works, will bring the moſt perfect 
regularity out of the utmoſt ſeeming con- 
fuſion, and beſtow unbounded felicity on 
all his faithful ſervants: For we know,” 
ſays the inſpired Apoſtle, that all things 
* work together for _m 0 err _ 


ene God ee 


Therefore, iu dhe beit of aweidiy afl | 
ence, it will comfort us to reflect that our 
moſt valuable treaſure is in heaven, which 
neither the malice of devils nor the treach- 
ery of men can deprive us of; in fickneſs, 
that our diſeaſes will ſoon be over, and per- 
petual health be our portion; and in ſor- 
.row; how comfortable to reflect, that the 
time is faſt approaching when Gop will 
wipe all tears from our eyes, and we ſhall 
rejoice for ever in the preſence of our God, 
in the ſociety of bleſſed angels, and the ſpi- 
* of _ men * ede Should, 
ther- 


wy | 
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therefore, our friends deſert or uſe us un- 
worthily, it is our comfort to know that 
we are ſure of one Friend who will never 

forſake us, and whoſe love is ſubject to no 
change; and the conſciouſneſs of having 
faithfully exerted-our utmoſt endea vours 
to obey the precepts of our bleſſed Sa vt · 
OUR, will enable us, in ſome degree, to an- 
ricipate on earth the happineſs of that glo- 
rious ſtate which he hath ſecured as the re- 

ward of all fincere Chriſtians. 676 5 

I proceed now to ſhow, + 

24h, How much conſcience is concerned: 
in our dealings with our fellow- creatures. 
And this is ſo eminently the caſe, that we 


reckon it the greateſt check upon any man 


of character to refer any matter entirely 
to his own conſcience; nor can there be a 
more comprehenſive aſperſion, than to ſay 
of any perſon, that he is a man of no con- 
ſcience: for it ſuppoſes that he acts un- 
| fairly, and over- reaches in all his tranſac- 
tions; that he is bound by nothing but 
the Jaws of his country ; and where they 

— Ee 1 have 
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I 5 0 ach- 


Weener papa, eee n 
Mien do not in their actions ſeem, in ge- 


neral, to attend fufficiently to the calls of 
donſeience; they often imagine it argues 
folly and ſtupidity to be too ſcrupulous in 
weighing matters to their own derriment: 
but true honeſty regards the leaſt action as 
vrell as the greateſt; and that man who 
can allow himſelf to deceive and over - 
reach you in a ſmall matter, had he a ſafe 


opportunity would do it in a greater; nay, 


even take a bribe to ruin his country. As 
this is a matter but too little attended to, 
I beg leave to be ſomething more particu- 
lar, and hope for your Na e 
does it concern us all. 
There are ſome people 0 Mey, Kelsſh. 
rkhat they care not what ſteps they take, if 
they only can attain the object of their 
aim. But when you hear of any one riſing 
by oppreſſion to greatneſs and power; 
when you hear of people, inſtigated by 
miſtaken ambition, over-running Whole 
provinces, and ruining kingdoms; your 
7 conſcience, 
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confcience, if not mifinformed; will in- 
ſtrud you to abhar greatneſs ſo acquired, 
and deſpiſe, nay pity the man, however 
much the generality may admire him. 
Wben you fee; a man paving his way to 
ſtruction of: every thing held ſacred and 
dear among men, and at the ſame time ca- 
reſſed and favned upon by all who have 
acceſs to his haughty prefence; you may, 
perhaps, be inclined to envy his ſituation, 
and to with for no greater bleſſing than to 
be thus flattered, admired, and honoured: 
and your wiſh would, no doubt, be lau- 
dable, were men not accountable creatures; - 
for were there no conſequences to what you 
ſee, all might be well. But, alas! with all 
this ſtate and pageantry, the time is not 
far diſtant when he muſt appear before the 
tribunal of his own mind; and conſcience 
will torment him with its too well- 
grounded preſages of a more dreadful re- ; 
koning to come. 
Conſcience will not inquire if fact 2 
* but, Is ie juſt?. A wan 

i SF of 
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of integrity will ſpurn from him the great- 
eſt bribe, though offered in private, as the 


| - higheſt indignity; for a man of conſcience 


z the fame in his cloſet as in the preſence 
of thouſands. Neither is ĩt by law that con- 
ſcience is guided, but hy equity. No doubt, 
it is our duty to pay thegreateſt regard to po- 
ſitive human laws, when they are notincon- 
ſiſtent with the laws of equity; but if they 
directly contradict tbem, we muſt certain 
Iy rather break through the laws of men 
than diſobey the expreſs commands of our 
Maker. If, for inſtance, a man takes the 
advantage of law to avoid the payment of 
his juſt debts, though fully able to make 
_ ſatiefaQtion. to his creditors, he cannot be 
ſaid to be an honeſt man, nor can he in the 
_ cool hour of reflection enjoy the Ie: | 
tion of his-own mind. X 
A conſeientious judge 3 no diftine-, 
tion between friends and enemies. He 
leaves all regard to connections behind him 
when he mounts the bench; and were it his 
unhappy fate to ſee before him his own 
fon Ke ee a the Jaws of his, 


country, 


. 
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country, he would be inflexible, in ſpite of 
his moſt tender feelings, nor ſuffer parental 
affeRion to get the better of his duty and 
integrity. To a conſcientious trader, it 
makes no difference whether the perſon 
with whom he tranſacts buſineſs be ſkil- 
ful or ignorant of the value of what he 
deals in; for the utmoſt ſecurity from de- 
tection will not tempt him to take advan- 
tage of any one. A man of conſcience 
cannot behold perſons in diſtreſs: without 
ſympathy and compaſſion, and alſo endea- 
vouring to his utmoſt to aſſiſt and relieve 
them. Do you not feel from experience, 
that your heart is never more at eaſe, never 
ſuſceptible of happier ſenſations, than when 
you have done a good and generous ac- 
tion; every farthing you beſtow on the 
poor, will yield you more ſolid happineſs 
than diſſipated wealth or boarded treaſure, * 
-Thus have I endeavoured to illuſtrate 
the apoſtle's expreſſion in the text; and I 
earneſtly beſeech you, my brethren, to ap- 
ply it to yourſelves. Whatever ſide of the 
piGpre your conſcience points to as your 
a 25 E e 4 - own 


| have accordingly. yx 0 007 0h 


3 ping ects 
ledging the reſemblance. If the fanhful 


Portrait is much darkened by your errors 
or viees, you have it in your on power to 
eraſe them and inſert virtues in their place; 
but if you diſdever in yourſelves a ſincere 
and grateful love of Gon, a veneration for 
and conſtant endeavour 'to- obey his holy 
laws, you are happily poſſeſſed of the moſt 
fruitful ſource of joy and pleaſure which | 
anything in this world can afford. Em- 
ploy yourlelves, — im- 
of your conduct, and be determined o be- 


IT have endeavoured ro give you; amb 
r 
. ne bi 

es enen | | 
u. 2 vou — pee Tune — 
reſpeck da miſinformec conſcience; than 


the eee — errors both i in 
Sic There is nothing ſo 


ward to 122 it; nothing ſo wild and 
abſurd, 


NGO” * 
33 1.7 mn 
( 22 . 
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A 
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— but 6 kepe 3 in countenance 


by this plea. Of this I need not multiply 
inſtances; for every man's experience can 
furniſh him with examples of ſome who, 
from « fooliſh zeal and miſinformed con- 
ſcience, glory in the things they ought to 
there are ſome whoſcruple not to trample 
upon every rule of -equity and juſtice to 


of which the beſt that can be ſaid is, chat 
it is of no real conſequence. How little 
charity ancl forbearance is: there between 
different parties? they perſecure each other 
with the urmoſt virulence and ill- nature, 
and yet plead conſcience when they are 
overleaplng © every eee emen, 
Have you not heard of people who think 
nothing of perjuring themſelves for gain? 
and is ĩt not a received doctrine of a cer- 
tain Chriſtian church, that they may /aftly, 
' nay, that in ſome ca/es it is their duty, to 
break through the moſt ſacred obligations 
to thoſe of a different communion? and, 


gy to ſay, * 


cution, 


gratify a miſtaken zeal for ſome opinion; 7D 


"7" On Gadd Coſi ;7 ang, 
| e adthes ane 


Aducive to the glory of a righteous and a 


merciful God !- There is, indeed, a paſi- 
bility that ſuch may be ſincere while they 
are blinded hy a deluſive opinion; but 
for evil that we ignorantly think it good, 
and beſtow not proper pains to attain the 
juſt information that is in our power. 
Wich regard to this, be pleaſerl: to attend to 
the following conſiderations. - 
54, A —— may lead 
us to che (commiſſion of the moſt groſs 
and ſcandalous ſins, ſuch as will inevitably 
expoſe us to the wrath and indignation of 
Gon. The firſt aſſertion is plain from 
what I have already ſaid; the ſecond fol- 
lows: naturally from it. St Paul was, no 
doubt, in earneſt when he perſecuted the 
Chriſtian church; but his ſincerity did not 
free him from the heineouſneſs of the tranſ- 
_ grefhon. When the Jews. ſacrificed their 
children to Moloch, it is very probable 
they had ſomething like conſcience 
„ chem to what a nature 
; » ſhrinks 


we” 
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— good lern bre- 
your l or mine een never al 
ter their nature. 

Me have reaſon, e ahead 
with regard to errors of no bad conſe- 
quence, conſcience may with more reaſon 
be pled as an excuſe. We ourſelves ſhould 
be very tender with regard to the con- 
ſcience of a weak hrother; and though he 
be very obſtinate in defending things of no 
manner of importance, you ſhould not too 
haſtily find fault with him; he means well, 
and that is a great matter. Some man's 
conſcience ſuggeſts, that he ſhould particu- 
larly, obſerve this or that ceremony; that 
it 18 incumbent on him to ſet apart certain 
days for particular purpoſes, and he reli- 
giouſly obſerves theſe appointments: Ano- 
ther believes nothing of all this; and there- 
fore makes conſcience of not obſerving 
them. Now, ſhould not both theſe have a 
mutual toleration for each other? for ſure- 
ly neither of theſe things affe the general 
ſcope of either religion or morality. |. _ 

g5- * RS 


| _— 1— aeg 


.. vi is certainly to be expected, ,that, even 
of ſmaller tranſgreſſions, our ignorance, if 
unavoidable; will be a very great allevia- 
tion: but this cannot excuſe a great breach 
of duty; for the grand outlines. of virtue 
and piety it is in every perſon a power to 
knowz nay; they are even written in aur 
bearta. Where ignorance is not wilful, 
we have reaſon to believe that our mer - 
ciful FAr AU will accept of a general re- 
pentance: but where we might have had 
light had we choſe to open our eyes for 
its reception—where biaſſed by prejudice 
we have contemned inſtruction— where 
we have been excited by ſelf-intereſt or 
22 by falſe zeal to commit horrid 
cruel actions; in vain ſhall we plead, 
at the impartial tribunal of our Omniſcient 
Judge, a Common me for our ex- 
cuſe. 8 4 
For chis reaſon i is ĩt not both r ana) 
our higheſt intereſt, to conſider and atten- | 
tively examine what opinions we eſpouſefor 
the regulation of our practice? Allow nor 
8 o be hurried on by headſtrong 
3 „ 
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paſſions; take care you be not carried away 
by an extravagant zeal and à furious ſpi- 
rit of perſecution againſt thoſe who differ 
from you in opinion: theſe errors you 
certainly may prevent if you will; and 
according to the voluntarineſs of them your 
guilt increaſes. If it is indeed morally im- 
poſſible to do otherwiſe, or your ignorance 
is invincible, Gop will conſider it, and 
make merciful allowance; for © the Judge - 
of all the earth will do right:“ but when 
the fault is entirely owing to yourſelf, you 
are bound to rectify your miſtake; and if 
you do not, whoſe is the blame that your 
— ſins are laid to your own. 


5 charge? 


.. 2dly, Thad pretences to condom are 


greatly to be ſuſpected when you lean all 2 
to one ſide; therefore the only way to in- 


form your conſcience properly is, to weigh 
with impartiality what is or may be juſtly 
| ſaid againſt you: perhaps you will better 
underſtand waere ET de 
ſelf in another manner. 
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Chriſtians, each of Which has its zealous 
followers; one is of Paul, another of Apol- 
Cnr18T : Now if you aſk any perſon what 


* makes him incline more to this profeſſion 


than the other, he will immediately aſſure 
. you, that he is entirely guided and deter- 
mined by conſcience. The anſwor is very 
good; but I much doubt if it be always a 
true one: and in order to diſtinguiſh if it 
be, 1 think you may judge by this rule. 
If you blindly follow the opinions of any 
one party, and can diſcover no flaw or im- 
perfection in them, it is an evidence that 
you are more guided by zeal than by con- 
ſcience: for the very beſt profeſſion is not 
altogether ſuch as it ought to be; and it is 
ſurely a ſymptom of a blind zeal, to con- 
demn, unheard, that of others. Whatever 
is inconſiſtent with charity, cannot pro- 
ceed from a well informed conſcience; and 


I ſhould greatly ſuſpect that man's Chriſtia- 
nity who configns to deſtruction the mil- 
lions who cannot think as he does. One 
direction J will venture to give, as entirely 
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conſiſtent with the. doctrine of CHRIST: 
Never allow yourſelves to be ſo partial to 
any ſet of men as to think all others ab- 
horred by their Ma x RR. Do not judge any 
vrho call upon the name of CHRIS: it is Gop 
alone who knows whether, in the things in 
which we ſpeculatively differ, you or I are 
in the right. And where is the abſurdity ot 
ſuppoſing that the various opinions of men 
may perhaps ultimately conduce to the 
illuſtration of the truth, as the inconcei- 
vable variety in the works of Gop declare 


the unity of infinite power? It therefore 


becomes every Chriſtian to have charity 

and forbearance for all good men of every 
profeſſion; eſpecially, my brethren, never 
give way to the extravagancies of furious 
zeal, for the wrath of man worketh not 
** the: righteouſneſs of Go.“ Your fierce 
paſſions are not the proper inſtruments to 
promote the religion of the meek and holy 
IJxsus; and by this you may know that 
you act according to the dictates of a good 
conſcience, when you are eaſy in yourſelf 
and entertain no grudge againſt others. 
Jo what length a furious zeal may carry 
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2 man in error, you may learn from St 


Paul, when he perſecuted the church of 
CurrsT from a falſe) erroneous perſuafion 


of conſcience. | Let not this be your con- 
duct; allow not zeal ro extinguiſh reaſon; 


cultivate a charitable and forbearing ſpi- 


rit; ſhun ſpiritual pride; be modeſt and 


humble, for God Se _—y 
« * look.” ; ; 8 . 


r eee 
is a matter to be learned, and that to cul- 


| tivate a good conſcience requires induſtry 


and application. Nobody doubts of the 
great power of habit: by cuſtom we acquire 
2 reliſh for any thing, though diſagreeable 
to us at firſt; only chooſe the beſt method 


of life, and uſe will make it the moſt plea- 
fant. It is ſurpriſing to obſerve what great 


things are accompliſhed by induſtry and 
diligence. It may require time, bur per- 
ſeverance will ſurmount every difficulty; 
and in nothing is A CT 


chan in the preſent caſe, | 
| e hs been iſpre among piloopers, 


whe- 


es. ——— 4 


whether virtue is natural or acquired; hut 
the diſpute is now ſettled by the light of 
Revelation. There we diſcover, that by 


patient continuing in well-deing, we 
are to prepare ourſelves for the joys of fu 
turity, and muſt © work out our ſalvation.“ 


Scarce & page of the ſacred writings, but 


informs us that we muſt be active; and 
reaſon and experience teach us, that if we 
are eareful and diligent, we may be vir- 
tuous and bappy. | 

The neceſſity of our Agent ativiey i is 
the more evident, becauſe in ſame caſes 
good and evil are ſo blended, it requires 
the utmoſt attention to diſtinguiſh and 
ſeparate them. One man applayds what 
anocher diſapproves ; one commits with 
freedom what another ſhrinks from with 
abhorrence: there are ſome who think 
themſelves ſafe while ſapported by the {t- 
ter of the law, and ſcruple not doing any 
thing that expoſes them not to proſecution; 
while others, more ſenſible, attend to the 


ſpirit of the laws, and cannot think of the | 
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leaſt encroachment on the property or cha- 
racter of others without deteſtation. 

Nov fome part of this difference of diſ- 
poſition may perhaps be owing to natural 
conſtitution; but by far the greateſt part 
is entirely owing to cuſtom : for according 
as we have habituated ourſelves, either in 
ſpeculation or practice, exactly correſpon- 
dent will our opinion and feelings be. 
What pain doth a man of real virtue ſuf- 
fer when he deviates ever ſo little from the 
road of his duty; while another, hardened 


an ſin, hath no more care or concern about 


is actions than the brutes who are de- 
void of -reaſon; How grievouſly does it 
affect a good man, if at any time he wil- 
fully neglects his public or private devo- 

tions, traduces his neighbour, or willingly - 
offends any one; he may indeed make 
amends to the perſon injured; but he can- 

not make reparation to himſelf. Others 
feel no uneaſineſs from the groſſeſt faulrs. 
Does not the world fwarm with people 
who- openly contemn God, look on prayer 
a8 fooliſhneſs, and conſider integrity as a 
; | ſnare 
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ſnare laid for the ignorant and unthink- 
ing? and while one would not for the 
whole world be guilty of the leaſt injuſtice, 
another takes bribes with both hands, and 
applauds himſelf for his dexterity in cheat- 
ing the innocent and unſuſpicious. © 
Now, do you imagine that all theſe in- 
congruities of behaviour are owing only 
to the difference of natural tempers? By 
no means. It may more juſtly. be ac- 
counted for, by the one having accuſtom- 
ed himſelf to nice ſelf-examinarion; while 
the other, remiſs and indolent, binds con- 
ſcience to his will: for let fin once become 
familiar, and conſcience will eaſily for a 
time be brought to follow inclination, and 
this moſt admirable monitor become a 
ſlave to the power of affection. ' 
I beſeech you, my brethren, ſtudy. to 
acquire a love for virtue and religion; be 
aſſured, the practice of them will by de- 
grees become eaſy: much more depends 
upon this than you are poſſibly aware of. 
If you exert yourſelves in che performance 
of your duty, your abhorrence of wicked- 
Ff 2 neſs 
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- _ neſs: will be ſo great, that there will be 
, little danger of your falling into groſs and 
dileeliberate tranſgreſſions; or ſhould you 

fail, by the violence of a ſudden tempta» 

_\ tion, your-wakeful conſcience will give an 

bs immediate alarm, enable you to recollect 

* pourſelves, and return with greater ear- 

3 neſtneſs to your duty. Conſcience is a 

garden that with proper culture produces 

15 the chojiceſt fruits; but, if neglected, only 

_ noxious ancl poiſonous weeds, Labour, 

a then, to be at peace with conſcience; it 
will repay with intereſt all the pains you 
beſtow upon it; and what is worth taking 

Pains for if this is not? There might be 

| | ſome excuſe for indolence if it little con- 

| cerned you; but here a matter of the high- 

4 - eſt, nay of eternal importance, preſents 

| itſelf to your view: it argues, therefore, 

"<P the moſt conſammate folly and moſt ar- 

Togant preſumption to make light of it, 
Be perſuaded then, my brethren, to fol- 

| low the example of St Paul, by exerciſing 
|, yourſelves to have always a conſcience 
| | void 
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void of offence towards God and towards 
man. And may the ALMIGHTY of his un- 
bounded mercy proſper your endeavours, 


for the ſake of his eternal Son, our moſt 
bleſſed Saviour and REDEEMER... 
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The ſame 8 ub ject continued, 


' 
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Herein do I exerciſe myſelf, to have always 6 
conſcience void of effence towards God and 
towards man. 


COME now to the laſt diviſion of this 

1 diſcourſe, in which I propoſed to ſet 
before you the great happineſs reſulting 
from a good conſcience; and, as a contraſt, 
to mention the miſery and torment which 
as neceſſarily ariſes from a bad one. Moſt 


e (fo I * God, chat my faint de- 


ſcription 
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ſcription of both may help to excitE your 


fincere endeavours to procure the one and 


avoid the other, may perſuade you to exert 
all care and diligence on this moſt import- 
ant and eternal concern; nor will any 
thing more effectually ſtrengthen my ar- 
guments, than a ſerious examination of 
your own hearts, and carefully obſerving 
what impreſſions your actions have made 
there, how your good and bad behaviour 
look on the retroſpect: if your inquiry is 
made without prejudice or partiality, the 
report will convince you, that of all things 
a good conſcience is the moſt defirable gs | 
ſeſſion. 
A good conſcience, my Ry tes ag 18 an. 
acquiſition far more excellent than any 
other which you can make; and indeed 
without it, no acquiſition can ſecure hap- 
pineſs even in this life. Let us ſuppoſe a 
man doating on wealth, eager in the pur- 
ſuit of it, and watching every opportunity 
to increaſe his fortune; that all his ſchemes 
are ſucceſsful, and that riches flow in on 
erery ſide: Let us farther ſuppoſe him 
| Ff 4 graced 
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vppinion of the world: "theſe are certainly 
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 groce3-with rank 6nd Ute that he has a 
_ flouriſhing family, and enjoys the good 


all the advantages we can poſſibly ſuppoſe 
on the fide uf worldly proſperlty; and if 
any ſtate can be! reckoned happy, I am 
confident many think this is it. But after 
all, my brethren, there is one ingredient 
wanting here, ſomething material and in- 
difpenſable to true happineſs not yer nen- 
tioned ; for if the man is conſcious of not 
having acted ſuitably to his character, as / 
& creature accountable to an infinite Bene- 
factor and ommniſcient Judge, und his heart 
reproaches him with concealed iniquity, 
all theſe ſine appearances can only make 
him more ſplendidly miſerable; and while 
the miſtaken world ſtupidly gaze at and 
enjoy the tinſel that ſurrounds him, while 
they fancy him the happieſt of mortals, 
he wiſhes to fly from himſelf; ſeeks for re- 


- - Hef ts his troubled mind, but cannot find 


it; for peace fever delle in the heart of 
the wicked. — 

. indeed, mul * the milery of 
8 that 


'S 
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that man whoſe conſcience rouſes the re- 
| membrance of paſt crimes. I do not in- 

deed deny, but that the voice of a guilry 


conſcience may be ſtifled for a time: men 
may ſhun ſelf · eunamination, by flying from 


every ſerious ohject, loſing themſelves in a 


crowd, and drowning the upbraidings of 
their hearts in the buſtle of rive and the 
noiſe of diſſipation. But this is only eo- 
vering a fire for a ſeaſon, which will after- 
wards break out with the greater fury. 
The hour of ſober reflection will ſooner 
or later arrive; and who, O Loxv, is fitted 


for its coming? Then ſhall full-blown 


guilt appear in the view of the wicked, 
and fill him with anguiſh beyond deſcrip- 
God, my brethren, has fixed the throne 
of his vicegerent in our breaſts ; à law is 
imprinted in our hearts, and the ſenſe and 
meaning of it ſo preſerved, that it requires 
a long perſeverance in fin either to pervert 
or obſcure it, It is aſtoniſhing, and muſt 
grieve every ſenſible mind, to obſerve how 
gege- caſuiſts have puzzled the plaineſt 
| laws, 


rr 
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N laws, both Divine and human; how often, 


to ſupport groſs deluſion and promote the 


worſt of purpoſes, have even the inſpired 


oracles of Gop been made to ſpeak a lan- 


guage entirely foreign to their true mean- 


ing? But conſcience'is an honeſt caſuiſt ; 

when it pleads, no miſtake can be made 
concerning right or wrong: it points di- 
rectly to our duty; it ſtrips vice of every 
palliating diſguiſe, and forces it to ee 
in all its natural deformity. 

Lou have an inſtance of this pn of 
ions in what happened to Herod. He - 
had promiſed, it ſeems, with an oath, to 
give the daughter of Herodias whatever 
ſhe ſhould aſk; and though he was much 
troubled when ſhe demanded the head of 
John the Baptiſt, yet it is obſerved, that 
for his oath's ſake he granted her requeſt- 
Happy hypocrite! he could ſafely commit 
murder, and quiet the uneaſineſs of his 
mind by pleading a regard to his oath. But 
when it was afterwards told him what 
great miracles were performed by JxEsus, 
he remembers how wantonly he had de- 

ſtroyed 
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ſtroyed a man of unſpotted integrity. Is 
not this, ſays his conſcience, John the Bap- 
tiſt who is riſen from the dead? He is fil- 
led with anguith, recollects his crime with 
horror, and diſcovers at once the fallacy of 
his former apology. None are exempted 


from the juriſdiction of this court; the 
king in purple and the beggar in rags are 


equally cited before its bar. 
Me are ſo framed as to be greatly influ- 
enced by hopes and fears. Thoſe of reli- 


gion, it is true, are at ſome diſtance; but 


we cannot always diveſt ourſelves of them: 
the peace and ſerenity of mind which flow 
from virtuous deeds; the fear and dread, 
the anxiety and remorſe, which ſooner or 
later follow a courſe of vice; will inevitably 
and neceſſarily determine the children of 
men to happineſs or miſery even in this 


life. And however great contempt a man 


may entertain for religion, however great 
his fancied ſecurity may ſeem, he moſt 
Er e expoſes himſelf to extreme miſery. 


It is poſſible a man may laugh at con- 


rience deſpiſe 1 its checks, and act in con- 
3 tradiction 
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tradition to them. He may be extremely 
diverted with the trouble it gives to hum- 
ble and modeſt ſinners: yet the time is 
moſt certainly approaching, the glaſs is faſt 
running which brings the hour, when he 


Will ſadly repent theſe taunts and ſcoffs, 
.. - when conſcience will exert its force, and 


be be convinced by the moſt dreadful ex- 
perience, that there is not a ſtate more pi- 
teous than his who labours under the 
Pangs of inward deſpair. 

A man who has long deſpiſed mercy, 
may come to believe it too late even to 
hope. Can you-conceive horror more ex- 
quiſite; his troubled imagination teeming 
with the moſt dreadful apprehenſions; his 
conſcience repreſenting the flames of hell 
to his view, and ſtunning his ears with 
the ſhrieks of the miſerable. The clergy 
have much more opportunity than others 
of ſeeing ſuch ſcenes as theſe; and nothing 
can be more ſhocking to humaniry, than to 
ſee a man filled with moſt diſmal fore- 
bodings from a conſciouſneſs of accumu- 
| ated os” The gout, the ſtone, or the 

| rage 
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rage of a burning fever, are not the thou» 
ſandth part ſo dreadful as a diſtempered 
mind: nay, even the worſt part of the 
torment of hell, muſt conſiſt in the ſtings 
of conſcience; this is indeed the worm 


that dieth not, and the fire that cannot be 


quenched. The pains which inceſſantly 
prey on their never- waſting bodies, and 
the inſolent ſcorn of devils, are as nothing 
to the anguiſh of their minds on reviewing 
their paſt actions. When they reflect that 
their preſent deplorable ſituation is the 
conſequence of their voluntary behaviour; 
that it was once in their option to have 
been happy in Heaven or miſerable in 
hell, and that they made choice of the lat- 
ter; with what intolerable anguiſh and 
remorſe muſt they be tormented? And is 
it poſhble, my brethren, to adduce more 
powerful arguments to perſuade us to act 
ſo as to have the unſpeakable er pare * 
an l heart. 


I ſhall now mention a few of the advan- 
tages —let me give them cheir more proper 
appellation 
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appellation the inconceivable bleſſings 
that a good conſcience is W pro 
ductive of. And, n 

5 - If, Nothing but this can ſupport us in 
8 adverſity and under great diſappointments. 
It is the profeſſed deſign of philoſophy to 
beget a calmneſs- and compoſure in us in 
every ſtate, to make us unmoved by fear 
and undiſturbed by accident: but expe- 
rience proves that it is not from ſpeculative 
philoſophy we can deri ve peace and eaſe in 

the midſt of ſufferings; for nothing but a 

well · ſpent life can yield us ſolid comfort 

under the unavoidable or accidental cala- 
mities of this ſtate. While we labour un- 
der mis fortunes, how comfortable muſt be 

the reflection that they ſpring from no 

fault of ours! Let fortune frown, friends 
deceive, or enemies annoy; under all this 
we {hall be happy in having peace within. 
Though diſeaſe lies heavy upon us, and 

we groan in the agony of pain; yet calm 
ſerenity will dart through the cloud of di- 
ſtreſs, from a- conſciouſneſs of 1 an 

ways endeavoured to live md . 


Now, * 
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Now, what can be of more general uſe 
than the hopes which an approving con- 
ſcience inſpires? for if you take a ſurvey 
of the world, you will not find a fingle per- 
ſon but who either has, or has had, ſome 
calamity public or private to embitter his 
life. A long life is often only a long train 
of "misfortunes; checquered with the 


wrongs of oppreſſion, the inſolence and 
ſcorn of the proud, the taunts and affronts 


. whichpatient merit often endures from the 


unworthy; © theſe are frequently the lot of 


the beſt of men: and but from the con- 
ſciouſneſs of having done their duty, and 
the firm expectation of happineſs hereafter, 
Gop knows what might be the conſe- 
quences: But the man of virtue and inte- 
grity ever finds comfort in his own breaſt, 
and is happier in the ſteady performance of 
his duty, though labouring under difficul- 
ties, than the wicked can be in the greateſt 
proſperity. It is not magnificent houſes, 


numerous attendants, and crowds of gay 
company, that can produce ſolid peace of 


mind; theſe _ may dazzle the ſight, 
amuſe 
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amuſe the fancy, and for a while divert the 
attention from more intereſting objects; 
but they alone cannot pleaſe in the ſilent 
hour of retirement; there the voice of 
conſcience will be heard, and make the 
great wicked equally miſerable with the 
meaneſt villain, 
And if even the height of -aluencs 
and fplendor of rank cannot fave from 
the pangs of remorſe, how much more 
dreadful mvaſt they be when joined with 
adverſity? As little as you may now think 
of the conſequences of iniquity, a very 
lictle time, or a very trivial accident, may 
open a- paſſage to very different reflec- 
tions. The ſons of Jacob felt no remorſe 
when they ſold their brother for a ſlave; 
they fancied they had got the better of a 
. fooliſh fear they entertained that he ſhould 
one day be greatly exalted above them, and 
thought their own happineſs ſecured by 
uſing him ſo unworthily: but when miſ- 
fortunes overtoook them, they inſtantly 
recollected their monſtrous cruelty to a 


, brocher — OE any n: 
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and they ſaid one to another, We are 
«* verily guilty concerning our brother, in 
* chat we ſaw the anguiſh of his foul when 
* he beſought us; therefore this evil is 
come upon us.” But mark in the very 
next 'verſe the boldneſs of Reuben, who 
was always averſe to their execrable de- 
figns: © And Reuben ſpake unto them, ſay- 
ing, Spake I not unto yon, ſaying, Do 
not ſin againſt the child? and therefore, 
* behold his blood alſo is required. 
Misfortunes befal the good as well as the 
bad: but in this conſiſts the great diffe- 
rence between them, that the former ſub- 
mits to them with patience, and ſupports 
them with reſolution, as the diſpenſations 
of a merciful providence for a trial of his 
conſtancy and faith; but to the latter, they 
appear as the natural conſequences of his 
fins, and the dreadful fore-runners of ſtill 
worſe to come;. for the only ching that 
can ſupport a man in adverſity is a ſenſe 
of the juſtneſs of his intentions and the 
e of his actions. 95,7110ib 
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aa, It is the beſt ſecurity aguinſt the 
A of death, I do not fay that it entire- 
Jy removes all apprehenſion: It is the una- 
voiĩdable lot of humanity to feel ſome con- 
cern from the thonght of entering on a 
nes unknown'fiate of being. The wiſh 
to prolong his exiſtence, is, for the beſt and 
every creature; the beſt and the worſt of 
men feel ſome degree of reluctance to part 
with the body, which has ſo long been the 
companion of che ſou]; but O! my bre- 
chren, how widely different are the ſenſa- 
tions of theſe two! For though the latter 
may have eſcaped all uneaſineſe while blei- 
Jed with health and all the conveniences 
and pleaſures this world can afford; yet 
the ſcene will be changed when the king 
of terrors approaches, ſurrounded by his 
direful attendants, in the front of which 
comes a troubled and accuſing heart: when 
the wicked man lies ſtretched on the bed of 
death in all the agonies of approaching 
3 vation, there 18 no need to remind him 


of 


* 
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of his paſt miſcarriages; they are reflectec 


with fearful glare by the mirror of his 


mn, ap tre 
ror and deſpair. - ,* x 
But far different is the ſtate of a a 
man in that awful ſeaſon: Though in our 
preſent ſtare the beſt cannot altogether ba- 
niſh anxiety, yet it is greatly leſſened by 
reviewing their paſt actions, and finding 
they have been, as far as humanity per- 
mitted, agreeable to the precepts of Reve- 
lation, the dictates of reaſon, and faith in 
the Son of Gop. A ſtedfaſt reliance on 
the eternal veracity of their CREATOR, 
places in their view the full harveſt of vir- 
tue, while they ſtand on the brink of that 
gulph which ſeparates the two worlds, and 
with trembling hope are about to take their 
flight to the further ſhore. The ſelf- 
approving conſcience inſpires an humble 
confidence in the ReDEeMER; it leflens the 
pain of their departing ſtruggle; it de- 
I 
grave of its victory. 
8 IE 
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\ bl; my brethren, you ſtedfaſtly perſevere 
in cultivating a conſcience void of offence 


towards God and towards man, when 
death approaches, you will be ſerious but 
not diſmayed ; you will not confider him 

as an enemy, but as a friendly miniſter 
ſent from your heavenly FaTHER to break 

the chains of mortality, and free you from 
the entanglements of this life. It was this 
made St Paul wiſh to be abſent from the 
body, aſſured that he ſhould be preſent 
with CnRIsT : It was this made Jacob die 
with calm compoſure, prophetically bleſ- 
ſing his children: It was this that ſupport- 
ed the good man Stephen when the ſhower 
of ſtones were ready to overwhelm him; 
he ſaw the Heavens open to receive him, 
and rejoiced in the midſt of a tormenting 


death: And hence it was that the good old 


Simeon declared he ſhould depart in peace, 
having been bleſſed with the ſight of his 
LoRD. What but the teſtimony! of .a good 
ceonſcience could have ſupported the Apoſtles 
under the ſevereſt trials? When the ſword 
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was ſharpened for deſtruction, and the 
fire burnt bright to conſume them, they 
continued immoveable in faith, and undiſ- 
mayed by fear. Since their time millions 
of martyrs have gone to death with hymns 
and ſongs of joy, praiſing Gop that they 
were thought ' worthy to ſuffer for con- 
ſcience ſake. 
The day would fail me were I to quote 
every inſtance to this purpoſe; but where 
is the need? Have you not yourſelves be- 
held examples enough to convince you 
how happy it is to die the death of the 
righteous? I have ſeen perſons dying with 
Chriſtian compoſure, in calm expectation 
of a bleſſed immortality; I had almoſt ſaid 
the death of a good man is a ſpectacle of 
joy. While he is leaving this world with 
inward peace and bleſſing all around him, 
What is it, he will ſay, of which I ſhould 
be afraid? I have relieved the diſtreſſed; 
my houſe has been open to the poor, the 
friendleſs, and the oppreſſed: I have ſtrove 
to be reconciled to my enemy: I have for- 
given and prayed for thoſe who have hated 
-: 
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and injured me, and endeavoured as much 
as in me lay to do good to all: I have fin- 
ned, I confeſs, but my tranſgreſſions have 
not been deliberate. and habitual; and I 
truſt in a merciful Gop, that he will not 
exact to the rigour of his creature: I know 
the blood and mediation of the bleſſed Je» 
sus is ſufficient to atone for my frailties, 
and procure eternal peace to all his ſineere 
though imperfect ſervants; and unto his 
| gh eee refignimy 
_ PT 
Such will 1 the:hompetiate.om hepes | 
ere The joys of 
fupport him, and he fees it is but one ſtep 
out of life to arrive at a bleſſed eternity. 
When he looks back, he ſees nothing but 
vanity, vexation, and diſappointment; he 
therefore bids life farewell without anxiety 
er repining: He knows there is nothing 
here able to ſatisfy his deſires, or fill the 
capacities of his ſoul; but, looking for- 
ward, every bliſs preſents itſelf to his en- 


raprured view. 7 LE GI! 
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Study therefore, my brechren, to have a 
good conſcience, that you may have joy in 
life and happineſs in death. Be always 
doing good, for the fruit af well - oing re- 
mains with you for ever. Every earneſt 
prayer you have made—every time you 
have refaſed the profits of injuſtice, - and 
turned your back on the pleaſures of ini- 
quity—evyery penny you have beſtowed to 
the relief of the indigent, from a grateful 
heart to your Heavenly Benefactor, will 
riſe to your view, and repay you with 


abundant comfort and ſatisfaction at the SY 


hour of death; nor will the grateful] re- 
membrance ceaſe when you expire, but re- 
main to increaſe your happineſs for ever, 
A good conſcience will no doubt conſti- 
tute great part of the joys of Heaven, ag a 
bad one will aggravate the pains 6f hell. 
Be therefore virtuous, and your happineſs 
will be ſecure: Be at peace with your con- 
ſcience, and God will be at peace with 
you; and whatever comes of this world 
and all its ſatisfactions, eternal] Joys await 
you in the net. 
INI S. 
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